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PREFACE. 



Thb following discourses, with two or three exceptions, 
are selected from the pulpit efforts of the Author, during 
the first year of his ministry, to a small tx)untry congrega- 
tion. They are now committed to the press and commended 
to the puhlic, in the hope that they may he more widely 
use&l than when they were originally delivered. The aim 
of the Author has heen to expound, illustrate, and enforce 
in a popular, suggestive, and practical way, the passages 
under review, and in the spirit which helieves that " All 
Scripture is given hy inspiration of God, and is profitahle for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte- 
ousness, that the man of God may he perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works," and which seeks to honour 
the Lord Jesus as *^ the Saviour of all men, specially of those 
that believe." Assured that the subjects discussed are of the 
highest moment, and regarding the sacred words as '' living 
streams " of Divine blessing to men, he has sought to exhibit 
their relation to Christ, and to show that their source is at 
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His cross; wlio still cries, " If any man thirst, let him come 
unto Me and drink." " I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely." Having a 
growing conviction that in Christ alone is there a sufficiency 
of blessing to satisfy the spiritual wants and yearnings of 
men, and that only through the truth of the Gospel, intel- 
ligently believed and appropriated, can Christ Himself be 
really known and enjoyed as a Saviour, the fervent prayer 
of the Author is, that the Holy Spirit may use this volume 
to promote the Divine glory, and to extend the saving know- 
ledge of Him, whom to know is life eternal. May He lead 
many weary, thirsty, dying souls to rest beside these " living 
streams," there to drink new strength and life, and to be, 
in some measure, thereby fitted on earth for passing up to 
heaven, to drink with ever-increasing delight from the river 
of life which issues from the throne of God and the Lamb. 
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1 OOR. II. 1—5.—** And I, brethren, when I came to yon, came not with excellency 
of speech or of wisdom, declaring nnto yon the testimony of God : For I deter- 
mined not to know anything among yon, save Jesns Christ, and Him cradfled. 
And I was with yon in weakness, and in fear, and in mnch trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of pc^er : that your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 

The Church in Corinth was composed of mixed 
elements; its members consisted of converts from 
heathenism and converts from Judaism — ^the latter 
forming a considerable majority of its Christian 
community. Corinth, at that time, was the great 
commercial city of Greece. But Greece had then 
fallen far below her former standing among the 
nations, in literature, science, and art. The glory 
of Athens, the seat of philosophy and mental 
culture, had waxed, and waned, and almost passed 
away. Corinth was to Greece then what Athens 
had been in her brighter and better days — the centre 
of intelligence and learning. But Grecian philo- 
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sophy had sadly degenerated from lofty and refined 
speculation into mere word-wrangling and empty 
rhetorical displays. That degeneracy is immortalized 
in the expression — "Corinthian words," a phrase 
descriptive of refined and elegant but empty talk. 
Her philosophers now studied and taught only words, 
words, words. Her wisdom now was merely the 
"wisdom of words.'^ She had lost her religion^ 
and she had lost her God. 

The commercial capital of Greece, notwithstanding 
all her culture and refinement, was the centre of 
mammon worship, and the hoibbed of eyery vice. 
Men from every nation were there, eagerly engaged 
in the pursuit of wealth, and as eagerly employ^ in 
sensual pleasures, and in th^ir efforts to debase each 
other. Because of her moral corruption, Corinth 
tiad biecome a byword throughout the civiUzed world* 
It was a democratic city^ in which freedom of 
thought ^d freedom of expression prevailed, and 
were oftefi oarried out in a most unlicensed manner. 
Placed in such a city, surrounded by such cir- 
cumstances, ajid Itself composed of such hetero- 
g^eous elements, drawn from a society so corrupt,^ 
it was little wonder that the Church of Corinth 
soon felt itself shakei^ by the evil infiuenees to 
which it was exposed from the world without, and 
from the imperfect characters, the ignorance ai;id 
folly of its owpL members within. These were the 
circumstances in which to test the reality and value 
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of the Christian character and profession, and to 
prove the power and adaptation of the Gospel to 
conquer, act only Judaism and heathenism, hut 
the evils of society, and the ^corruptions of the 
human heart. 

Ere long, these evil influences began to bear their 
bitter fruit. Through its democracy the Church 
rushed into disorder, and was split into factions. 
One party cry was, "I am of Paul;" a second, "I 
am of Apollos ;" a third, " I am of Cephas ;" a fourth, 
*'I am of Christ." Some questioned Paul's apos- 
tleship and authority, and others lightly esteemed 
him, because he did not gratify them with eloquence 
of jBpeech and " wisdom of words," after the style 
of the Grecian orators. In addition to all this, 
gross immortality had been tolerated in the Church. 
Hence ihe need of this letter, in which Paul asserts 
his apostolic authority, defends the style and sub- 
ject of his preaching, deplores and reproves their 
divisions, and censures them for the laxity of their 
discipline. 

In the verses before us, he reminds them of his 
first visit to them, while they were yet ignorant 
of the Gospel; of the manner in which he had 
proclaimed its saving message ; of the supreme re- 
solution whish animated him while preaching Christ 
among them; of his conscious imperfections when 
engaged in the work ; of the results of his labours ; 
and of the ultimate unselfish aim which he ever 
b2 
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kept in view with regaxd to their spiritual enlight- 
ment and confirmation. 

I have selected these verses as the theme of my 
discourse, because of their adaptation to our pre- 
sent circumstances ; and that from them you and I 
may learn some practical lessons suitable to the 
new relation in which we now stand to each other 
as pastor and people; to the new privileges which 
we enjoy, and to the new duties which devolve 
upon us. Observe — 

I. The Nature of the Belation . in which the 
Christian Minister stands to God and Men — " De- 
claring unto you the testimony of God." 

He is a witness sent from God to declare his 
message to man. Then he must have been with 
God; he must have heard and learned of the 
Father; been ordained by Him to the oJOSce of 
the ministry; sent forth to be His representative; 
to proclaim His character and will; and to press 
His claims upon the hearts and lives of men. To 
him God plainly says, '* son of man ! I have set 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; there- 
fore thou shalt hear the word at My mouth, and 
warn them from Me." And the man who would 
be faithful to his God, and to the grand and awful 
trust reposed in him, must be able honestly to 
use the words of Jesus Christ — "I am come not 
to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent 
me. He that hath sent me is true; and I speak 



FIRST WOEDS OF A PASTOR TO HIS PEOPLE, 5 

to the world those things which I have heard of 
Him.'* He is to be the mouthpiece through which 
the living God will utter to the people "thoughts 
that breathe and words that bum" — the very 
thoughts and words of life and death. And, in 
so far as he is true to his high calling, the people 
to whom he speaks have to do with God, and 
not with man. 

Such a minister will cultivate secret fellowship 
with the Great King whose messenger he is. When 
no eye sees, and no ear hears, it will be his duty and 
his privilege to enter the council chamber of the 
Eternal, that he may learn the mind of the Spirit, 
and so come forth with his soul enlightened and his 
face shining with the Divine glory, that he may de- 
clare unto the people the whole counsel of God. He 
will strive to understand, by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, as he sits reverently at the feet of the Great 
Teacher, the meaning of the Sacred Book, which 
contains the revelation of man as a child of the 
Highest perishing helplessly in his sins ; and the 
revelation of his Father's wondrous character, and 
works, and ways, as a Saviour in Christ. This 
searching of the lively oracles is indispensable. Be- 
fore he can communicate to others, he himself must 
know and feel ; he must possess and prize the Gospel 
of the grace of God as the light of life to his own 
soul. He must be a living monument, and a practical 
illustration of its saving power. As the ambassador 
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and witness for God, he is not so much to testify 
as to declare what God has testified. He is to preach 
not his own thoughts and words, but the thoughts 
and words which the Holy Ghost teacheth, whether 
these be charged with health and salvation, or bur- 
dened with condemnatidn and death. 

In him whom you have invited to be your pastor, 
I trust you will find, in some measure, all these 
qualities of a good minister of Jesus Christ. It will 
be my constant aim to learn of God, and to deliver 
unto you that which I receive from Him as His 
message unto you. To the babes in Christ I shall 
try to administer the sincere milk of the Word that 
they may grow thereby into a manly Christian 
maturity; and to the healthy, vigorous, Christian 
soul, the strong meat, that he may grow stranger 
and higher in the knowledge and love of God, and 
thus become better fitted for active service in the 
cause of Christ. The mourners and the feeble- 
minded I shall try to comfort and strengthen with 
the comforts and consolations of the gospel of peace. 
I shall speak peace to th« weary and the sad, and 
hope and joy to the downcast and the desolate. I 
shall try to send the arrows of conviction, pointed 
and winged with living flame, into the seared con- 
science and the careless soul, that they may be led 
in anguish to sue for mercy from their offended yet 
forgiving Father. I shall seek to instruct and edify 
the body of Christ — to reclaim the wanderer^ and to 
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save the lost — and to exhort and rebuke with M 
authority, as under Christ, all who walk not cir- 
cumspectly nor in harmony with their profession and 
the claims of the Gospel. Sin must be branded as 
that abominable thing which God hates ; and the 
sinner must be made to see and feel his sinfulness as 
that is revealed in the light of the Book, and the 
light of the great white throne. He must be told 
the truth, whether he will hear or whether he will 
forbear. 

This work will require earnest trust in God, piety 
of soul, unfaltering fidelity to the Master, the message, 
and the souls of the hearers. Christian courage and 
magnanimity, on the part of your minister. I trust 
that you will find him not altogiether destitute of 
th^se qTialities. I have come amongst you to serve 
God by serving you. In His name, it will be my 
privilege and duty to address you ; and, guided by 
His Spirit, I hope ever to be enabled to speak faith- 
fully the truth in love — seeking not yours, but you— 
pleasing not men, but God — fearing God, but knowing 
no other fear. I have come amongst you cherishing 
toward you all the feelings of a brother-^anxious, 
without respect of persons, to prove my ifespect tot 
you all, and yearning to see you all saved with a 
present and an everlasting salvation. 

In so far, then, as I follow Christ; so far as 
I am His representative ; so far as I speak the 
words which I hear from Him, I claim your earnest 



8 FIRST WORDS OP A PASTOR TO HIS PEOPLE. 

attention, and demand your implicit faith in His 
message, and your constant and cheerful obedience 
to His will ; and thus far you have to do, not with 
me, but with your Saviour-God. Since this is so, 
what a solemn and awful responsibilty is yours and 
mine! Since this is so, will you not pray for me, 
that I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak, the 
truth as it is in Jesus ? And will you not be all 
eager to hear what God the Lord will speak unto 
you ? And when you hear, will you not be all ever 
ready to ask, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ?'* Observe— 

n. The Self-renouncing Spirit of the Christun 
Minister — "I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 

Paul stands before us in striking contrast to the 
false teachers and party-leaders who had sprung up 
in the Church at Corinth. They sought to magnify 
themselves at the expense of Paul's character, and 
of the peace and prosperity of the Church. They 
sought their own glory, not the glory of Christ. 
But the absorbing thought of the great Apostle 
was this — " None but Christ ; to me who am less 
than the least of all saints is this grace given, thai 
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. God forbid that I should glory 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.'* He 
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gloried in Christ not as a conqueror; not even in 
Him as gloriiBied, so much as in Christ in His deepest 
humility — humbled unto death, even the death of 
the cross — and nothing surely could be more humi- 
liating as an object of human exultation. He was 
a man of rare talents and scholarly attainments, yet 
he counted all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. Learning, 
talents, wealth, and fame, were freely laid upon the 
altar of Christ as a thank-offering unto him. All his 
knowledge, and all his powers, were made subservient 
to the preaching of Christ and Him crucified. 

In carrying out this sacred resolution of self- 
abnegation and loyalty to his crucified Lord, the 
Apostle was saved from the miserable spirit of 
faction, and prevented from assuming the leader- 
ship of a party in the Church; and when divi- 
sions arose he could honestly and firmly, yet affec- 
tionately, interfere in the spirit of a brother, and 
with the authority of an apostle, to rebuke the 
folly and the sin of the partizans, and to heal 
the breaches that had been made in the body of 
Christ. A minister will only be true to Christ, 
true to the Church, and true to himself, as he 
acts like Paul. 0, to be filled with Pauline wisdom 
and enthusiasm ! To live and act, to fight and 
triumph like him ! The secret of his power and 
success lay in this fact, — ^that he made Jesus Christ 
the supreme object of his life, and the one theme 
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of his ministry. I, too, would seek and i^esolve 
like him not to know any thing among you save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I feel pursuaded 
that in no other way can my ministry be successful. 
I would serve and honour Him by setting Him forth 
evidently crucified among you, as the only hope of 
humanity. I would take you by the hand as a 
brother and lead you to Him who by His death has 
brought life and immortality to light for you, that 
through Him you may all be reconciled unto God, 
consecrated to a noble life on earth, and led upward 
and onward to live the higher and the nobler life 
of the just made t)erfect in heaven. Will you pray 
and strive together with me that I may be successful 
in my work ? 

Preaching Christ crucified is the grandest and 
most comprehensive of all subjects. In doing this 
I shall have to touch on many themes, expound 
many doctrines, utter many appeals, and enforce 
many precepts. It is the one subject which in- 
volves all the doctrines of Christianity, of Christian 
•faith, of Christian hope, and of Christian practice. 
It will be necessary to show the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, its awfully corrupting and damning 
power; and then, in opposition to it, to display 
the infinite holiness of God, and the harmony of 
His justice and mercy as He seeks through Jesus 
Christ to blot out our transgressions as a cloud, 
A^d to remember them no more against us for 
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ever. This will lead us to examine the nature and 
bearings of the one great sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God, who bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree. Christ crucified as the atonement for human 
guilt, — ttiat is the spectacle and wonder of the 
universe ! It is the vindication of God*s righteous- 
ness and the illustration of His fatherly mercy. 
It is the ground upon which human destinies are 
settled for eternity. It has, therefore, the very 
closest bearings upon the life, the character, and the 
prospects of men, as well as upon the character and 
government of God. 

In preaching Christ and Him crucified, it is not 
necessary that I should always preach the cnieU 
fixion of Christ. What is meant is, that I mast 
preach to you, not a philosophical system — ^not 
mere abstract doctrines and lifeless theories — but 
Christ Himself, a living person — Christ, the Son 
of God and Son of Man — Christ, our brother and 
example, our prophet, priest, ajid king, our advocate 
with the Father, and our Saviour-God. What a 
theme, then, is this, — the preaching of the Cross ! 
It underlies and embraces every other theme ! It 
is intimately related to the little prattling child, 
just opening like ,a bud of promise to the sun of 
life, and to the patriarch, whose days are in the 
sere and yellow leaf, and whose feeble steps are 
tottering on the verge of the grave. It is related 
ta high and low, to rich and poor, to the learned 
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and the ignorant, to all men, to all times, and to 
all circumstances. The Cross of Christ is the crown 
of the* Divine perfections and the source of eternal 
life to lost men. It is the one theme well worth 
all languages in earth and heaven. It claims the 
constant worship of humanity. It deserves and 
demands that all science and literature, all philo- 
sophy, poetry, and art, should be laid at the feet 
of Christ, and employed to carry on His victories in 
the hearts and lives of men. 

To Jesus Christ and Him crucified, I seek this 
day, as your servant in the Gospel, to consecrate 
my humble abilities and attainments, and to make 
all that I am and have, and all that I can be and 
do, subservient to His work and glory. I would be 
content to be among you as the finger and the 
voice of His forerunner, to point you past myself 
to one preferred before me, and to cry, "Behold 
the Lamb of God ! He must increase, but I must 
decrease." I would be satisfied to be among you 
as the morning star, which comes to usher in the 
perfect day, which shines with a lustre borrowed 
from a brighter orb, and which, when rosy morn- 
ing comes tripping over the mountain tops to draw 
aside the curtain of the night, pales and fades away, 
yet goes not out, but only hides itself amid the 
light of heaven. So would I pass into obscurity 
that Christ may be aU in all. So would I be hidden 
in His light, could I but lead you all to behold Him, 
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and rejoice in Him as the Sun of righteousnessj 
the source of life and joy to your souls, and 
help you to become reflectors of the Divine glory 
to your fellow men. Will you pray and strive to- 
gether with me that I may not labour in vain 
nor spend my strength for nought? Observe — 

III. The Chbistian Minister is Conscious of his 
Eesponsibilities, his Imperfections, and Insuffi- 
ciency FOR THE Work. ** I was with you in weakness, 
and in fear, and in much trembling." 

His frailties are not only known to himself, but 
they will reveal themselves to others. Bodily weak- 
ness must be expected in him as in all who are 
children of the dust, and over whom hangs the doom 
of mortality. Be not, then, unreasonable in your 
demands upon his energies. Mental weakness will 
also distinguish him. He will prove himself fallible. 
IHis judgment will not always be sound and unbiassed, 
xior his views of truth equally comprehensive and 
luminous ; consequently, his preaching will not, and 
it need not be expected to be, always uniform, either 
in matter, in manner, or results. Spiritual weakness 
^will also mark his character. He is but a man 
of like passions as yourselves, subject to the 
same trials and griefs, assailed by the same tempta- 
tions as you are, and often has he to fight with 
spiritual foes, to wrestle with temptations, and to 
struggle with difficulties of which you are happily 
ignorant. What wonder, then, is it if his soul should 



14 FIBST WORDS OF A PASTOB TO HIS PEOFXJS« 

be often cast down and disquieted within him, mi 
that you should see the proof of it all both in hi? 
life and preaching ? And yet, amid all this, he is 
to be the witness and representative of God to you. 

He will be subject to fear. He is apt to quail in 
presence of trial and suffering, and to become, just 
because he is only human, the victim of that fear 
of man which bringeth a snare. But he must rise 
superior to that, and, if he is true to his mission, 
he will be filled, not with the fear of man^ but with 
a holy fear of grieving the Holy Spirit of God ; fear 
of injuring the cause of Christ; fear of casting 
stumbling blocks in the way of souls as they seek 
to draw nigh unto God ; and fear lest his faithful 
preaching should only add to the deeper condemna- 
tion of his hearers. 

He will be the subject of much trembling. He wiU 
tremble in view of his own dread responsibilities both 
to God and man, and of the great interests that are 
at stake in copnection with his work; of the life 
which he ought to live, and the influence he should 
wield on all with whom he comes in contact. He 
will tremble in view of the immortal destinies of 
his hearers, which he must help to mould for weal or 
for woe. And he will tremble in prospect of the 
solemn account which he must soon render unto God 
of his stewardship. 

^^I was with yoa in weakness, and in fear, and 
in much trembling." Bemember who it was that 
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utt^^ tbeae words. It i^as Paul, the apostle of 
the Gentiles; the man who had received stripes 
above measure, and who had been frequently in 
prisons, and in deaths often ; the vmn who, from 
the Jews, five times received forty stripes save one ; 
who was thrice beaten wi4ih rods, and stoned onee ; 
three timeis suffered shipwreck, and was tossed like a 
feather for a day and a night in the deep. The man 
who wa3 accustomed to weariness and painfulness, to 
hunger and thirst, to cold and nakedness, as he sought 
to honour Christ a^^d to save his very persecutors. It 
was the man who never feared the face of m^n; 
«jid before whom, though he was a helpless prisoner, 
and bound with a felon's chain, his royal judge was 
forced to tremble as be reasoned of righteousness, 
tenitperw^e, and jwlgmi^ to come. It was the man, 
who, in view of hmA» Oiud afflictions, could calmly 
flfty — *' None of thiese things move j»e ; neither count 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which I have 
received of the I^e;rd Je^ns, to testify the Gospel of 
the g?aee of God." Yet, that man trembled as he 
declared the testimony q( God to the Corinthians ; 
trembled lest he should not do justice to Him whom 
he served ; to the message he declared ; and to the 
souls whom he addressed^ If thdt jmn trembled 
l^ecause of his ppsition, heoause of his insufficiency, 
^d because 0/ the awful solemnity of his work, how 
much more should I, as I stand between the living 
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and the dead, in Christ's stead, beseeching sinners 
to be reconciled unto God ? It he was constrained 
to ask, "who is sufficient for these things?'* how 
much more must / ? My only hope lies where his 
lay. — ** Our sufficiency is of God." 

Placed in such solemn circumstances, and inyolved 
in such awful responsibilities, surely your minister 
has claims, high, holy, and imperative, upon you. 
He claims your constant, deepest sympathies ; he 
claims your unceasing and most fervent prayers ; and 
he claims your unflagging and most zealous co-opera- 
tion in the great and sacred enterprise in which you 
have called him to engage. Let him not appeal 
to you in vain. Observe — 

ly. The Characteristics op the Christian Mini- 
ster's Preaching. — ** My speech and , my preaching 
were not with enticing (or persuasible) words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power." 

The word ** speech*' here refers to his manner of 
presenting the truth, and the word ''preaching'' to 
the subject matter of his discourse. Mark the 
humility and modesty of the Apostle. He seems to 
undervalue his own abilities as a preacher that he 
may magnify the grace of God* which is in him. 
He, before whom Felix trembled, and who, by his 
earnest eloquence and forcible logic, almost persuaded 
King Agrippa to become a Christian, was a man of 
high mental culture, and endowed with much of 
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the skill, as well as with some of the natural powers 
of a true orator. But he had also the wisdom and 
the art of concealing art when seeking to enforce 
truth and persuade men. In all his expositions and 
appeals his eye was more intently fixed upon the 
truth itself and the deep spiritual wants and dangers 
of his hearers than ^.pon mere artificial rules and 
formal methods of presenting truth ; or of dressing 
it up in mere excellency of speech to attract the 
fancy of men. Listen, and he will tell you himself 
how and what he preached when he first stood up, 
it may have been at the comer of some street, and 
addressed the heathen Corinthians — ** I delivered unto 
you, first of all, that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scrip- 
tures; and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day, according to the Scriptures." 
That simple but sublime theme — ^the story of the 
cross, and of redeeming love therein revealed, and 
that simple style of telling that story, appealed 
at once to the intellect, the conscience, and the 
heart of his hearers; and the practical response 
to that appeal was, the conversion of many souls 
to God, and the establishment of the Church of 
Christ in Corinth. And no triumph of Grecian 
eloquence ever equalled that. 

The Christian minister, in his private intercourse 
mth men directly or indirectly, will seek to honour 
Jesus Christ, and to adorn the doctrine of the 
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Gospel, whose herald he is, by a holy walk and 
conversation. In some way or other he will con- 
stantly preach Christ and Him crucified. Especially 
will he do so in his public ministry. All his pnlpit 
ministrations must do homage to that one theme. 
The spirit of the Cross must animate his own soul, 
and be breathed forth upon the people in every 
word he utters. The pulpit has not only a subject 
but a style peculiar to itself. Its work is not to 
teach philosophy, science, or art; though aU these 
should be laid under tribute as side lights and 
illustrations to aid in effecting its chief design. 
Its work is to enlighten the intelligence ; to affect 
the heart ; to rouse and quicken the conscience ; 
and to influence the will of men on the great themes 
of God and the soul ; duty and privilege ; character 
and destiny; time and eternity; heaven and hell. 
The style of the pulpit may be varied, but all 
its variations ought to be in harmony with the 
profound solemnity of its different themes, and the 
one practical end for which it has been instituted 
— the salvation of souls. 

Mark the contrast between the power of the Chris- 
tian preacher and the orators of Greece. They could 
please the tastes of their auditors with a profusion 
of the flowers of speech, and with strains of glow- 
ing eloquence. They could stir the people into 
action in the affairs of this life by thrilling appeals 
to their patriotism and self-interest. But they were 
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utterly impotent to pierce the conscience and awaken 
the religious nature of men into newness of life. 
The secret of the power and success of the highest 
style of oratory — ^the Christian style — was altogether 
unknown to them. Our advocates, statesmen, and 
orators, when they wish to move and sway their 
audiences to their will, use the ' language and illus- 
trations of the Bible; utter the sentiments of the 
Gospel; and appeal to the religious feelings of 
humanity. They know that the religious is the 
highest nature of man; and if that can be moved 
and won, they are certain of securing the homage 
of his entire being. This is a plain concession 
of the fact, that, while the platform and the press 
have their own work and sphere of labour in the 
elevation and improvement of society, they can- 
not fill the place nor do the work of the Christian 
pulpit. Fill the pulpit with the right men — men 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost ; men whose 
souls have been kindled at the Cross into divine 
earnestness, intelligence, and love; and men whose 
Hps have been touched with a live coal from oif 
the altar of God — fill it with such men, and the 
pulpit is destined to grow in the glory of its power 
over the conscience and religious life of the people. 
The weapons which they wield will not be carnal, 
but spiritual, and will prove themselves mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds. 
Mark the contrast between the results of thus preach- 
ed 
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ing Christ and those of the Grecian orations. Paul's 
preaching was "in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power." The signs both of an apostle and a 
preacher of the cross were wrought by him. God 
bore him witness, with signs and wonders, and gave 
him souls for his hire and seals to his ministry. 
The great orators of Greece had never been owned 
as workers together with God, nor honoured as 
winners of souls to Christ. From them we learn 
that eloquence, unsanctified by the spirit of the cross, 
is mere words, and ends there. But the humblest 
preacher of the Gospel is owned and honoured by 
God to labour together with Him, and to accomplish 
the grandest of all spiritual results. He makes the 
weak things of this world to confound the mighty. 
Not through the wisdom or excellency of "Corinthian 
words," but through the earnest preaching of the 
Cross does the Spirit go forth, breathing life into 
the dry bones, and raising from the sad wreck 
of humanity a new spiritual creation. The proof 
of a man's union with God in this work is found 
in the fruits of his labour. These fruits are the 
demonstration that the Spirit has been working 
through him and by him. Souls saved, sanctified, 
and edified, prove that he, by the help of the Spirit 
has not wielded the Gospel as the power of God 
in vain. Such proofs of my ministry I shall seek 
and expect to find among you. I long to win you 
all as my crown of joy ; that in you, as the fruit 
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of my labour, Jesus Christ may see of the travail 
of His soul, and be abundantly satisfied. I shall 
pray and labour; and hope not to be disappointed. 
Will you aid me in the work ? Observe — 

V. The Ultimate Practical Aim op the Christian 
Minister. — " That your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 

Human wisdom is utter folly when it attempts 
to devise a plan of acceptance for man with God. 
Human power is utter weakness when it seeks to 
deliver man from the error, the corruption, and the 
ruin, into which he has fallen through sin. In God 
alone, as He has revealed Himself to us in Jesus 
Christ, is our help found. Convinced of this, the 
Christian minister seeks to lead men to the knowledge 
of themselves as lost sinners, and then to the know- 
ledge of the truth regarding Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour. He pomes declaring unto them the 
testimony of God respecting that sacrifice of His Son 
which has magnified the law and made it honourable ; 
on account of which God is now well pleased for His 
righteousness sake; and on the ground of which 
He can now be just, and the justifier of him who 
believeth in Jesus. He claims the implicit faith of 
his hearers in that testimony, that they should 
receive and enjoy it as the power of God to their 
salvation. 

Faith is always related to a testimony; it has 
invariably a reference to the unseen. Faith is 
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natural to a man. He is so constituted that he 
must believe in something or somebody, through 
some testimony or other, and he must experience 
results in his mind and in his life of the same nature 
as that in which he believes. Faith in the saving 
truth as it is in Jesus, brings the soul into contact 
with the moral omnipotence — ^the renewing energy 
of God revealed in the Gospel. By it the soul is 
bom again. It unites man to God. It sets him 
upon a rock — the Eock of Ages. He stands accepted 
and saved in the Beloved. I shall aim at securing 
such saving results in the case of all of you who are 
still unsaved. All human wisdom and all human 
religions are utterly impotent and vain. There is 
no other name given under heaven among men 
whereby we must be saved, but the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Make Him the refuge of your souls. 

The Christian minister seeks to enlarge and en- 
lighten the believer's views of divine truth, — of the 
whole character, the works and ways of God afi He 
is revealed in the Bible and on the cross of Christ. 
Through all truth, especially Christian truth, God 
seeks to make the believing soul stand erect and grow 
in spiritual manhood — strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. He is sanctified by that 
truth. And, through faith in that truth, he is kept 
by the power of God unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. The Christian minister, 
by the manifestation and enforcement of the truth, 
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will be a helper of his brethren's faith. He will aid 
them to maintain their spiritual uprightness, and to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He will help them to increase 
in purity of heart and life, and to become more 
powerful to resist the allurements of the world, the 
ievil, and the flesh, to fight successfully the battle of 
lie for Christ, and to come off more than conquerers 
through Him who loved us. God, revealed in the 
Gcspel of His Son, is the only refuge and strong tower 
of he soul. We are complete men only in Him. 

1 have an abiding faith in the adaptation and 
pover of the Gospel to produce such results ; and I 
trus, by the blessing of God on my preaching, it 
may prove the power of God to your salvation. If 
such fruits are not produced, my ministry will be 
an ayful failure ! Failure, did I say ? Nay, it will 
not, Dr, like that of the Apostle, it must be to you 
the Rvour of life unto life, or the savour of death 
unto (eath. Which is it to be ? 

We ire all engaged in writing our own life-history ; 
and, o: the new leaf which this day turns over in the 
annalsDf my life, I make this entry, " Whatever may 
he the Bsult of my ministry here, I am determined not 
to knov anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
Bim cricified. God help me to keep this resolution." 

In th new page of your history as a church which 
Provide.ce has this morning spread before you, what 
entry Aiyou intend to make ? Surely this — " What- 
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ever others do, as for us we will serve the Lord. In 
harmony with our pastor, and as a band of Christian 
brethren, one in heart and hope, we will manfully 
contend for the faith onoe delivered to the saints, and 
we will nobly strive to turn sinners from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God." 

God help you to keep your resolution till, in the 
light of Heaven, we all read our names, and th» 
names of many whom we have been honoured t) 
turn to the Lord, written in the Lamb's book it 
life. Amen. 



SERMON 11. 



JOHK xll. 24.—" Verily, verily, I say unto you, szoept a com of wheat fall Into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." 



It is Tuesday of Passion Week. Three more days 
and the Son of Man shall be betrayed, condemned, 
and crucified. Knowing that His hour is at hand. 
He has come up to Jerusalem, to observe His last 
Passover, and to offer Himself as ''the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of the world." Among 
the multitude who have come to the feast are 
certain Greeks; attracted by the world-wide fame 
of the Temple, or the wonderful words and works 
of Christ. They have come to worship ; and, at 
the same time, to gratify a deep and solemn 
curiosity. They seek out the Apostle Philip, and 
express to him their earnest wish ; " Sir, we would 
see Jesus." Philip informs Andrew of their desire. 
They conclude that such a request is worthy of 
being presented to the Master ; and, at once, they 
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** tell Jesus." " And Jesus answered them, saying, 
The hour is come that the Son of Man should be 
glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a 
com of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth for much 
fruit." 

'* The hour is come that the Son of Man should be 
glorified." That is a strange answer, surely, for 
Jesus to give the Apostles when they report the 
anxiety of these men to see Him. They must have 
been surprised at the abrupt and seemingly inap- 
propriate reply. Yet, there is more real connection 
between their announcement and His answer than 
is at first sight apparent. He has evidently been 
musing on His near death and its results. In Him 
the passing dispensation and the coining one find 
their common centre. The passing dispensation has 
excluded the Greeks and all the Gentile race from 
the inner court of the Temple, in which Jesus is now, 
in all probability, engaged, as the Apostles deliver 
their message. The coming dispensation is to open 
up the way into the holiest of all, for Greek as 
well as Jew, that all the ends of the earth may see 
the salvation of God. Contemplating thus the 
fruit of His labour, - suffering, and death, when He 
is told that certain Greeks desire to see Him, as 
if the words were suggested by the incident, He 
replies in the striking language of our text; and 
seeks thereby to fix their thoughts on the true 
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meaning of his mission to our world, in relation 
to His own glory and the redemption of men. In 
these words Jesus paints for us the two pictures 
which He has been contemplating. The one is 
dark- and sad; the other bright and joyous. In 
the one, we see Gethsemane with its agony ; Calvary 
with its horrors; and the grave with its silence 
and its gloom. In the other appear, as the 
development of the former, "Much fruit,*^ in the 
form of "a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." The prospect of this 
glorious future inspires the man Christ Jesus with 
new energy to endure unto the end; and to finish 
the work given Him to do. The text contains two 
suppositions, which teach us great truths regarding 
the nature of Jesus Christ, His atonement, and its 
final results. 

We learn, 

I. That one Great Purpose of Life is to Kepro- 
DUCE AND Multiply Itself. 

Every atom of matter is a world in miniature, 
bound by eternal laws to aU the worlds that revolve 
in space. The smallest specimen of animal or 
vegetable life seems to be a centre of mysterious 
relations to all created things. No solitary creature 
exists for itself alone; each helps to promote the 
general good, and to preserve the balance of the 
whole creation. There is one supreme law of life 
ruling all the kingdoms of nature — "Be fruitful; 
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multiply and replenish the earth." This law is 
based on the powers with which all creatures are 
endowed to reproduce and multiply their kind. 
All life has the power to transmit and manifest 
itself ceaselessly in new forms. The chiM is 
dependent on the parent for existence ; and like 
begets like everywhere. A grain of wheat, to him 
who sees it for the first time, seems so insignificant 
that he never dreams that in it reside the elements 
of many harvests ; that with its fate may be linked 
the lives of multitudes of human beings. But that 
grain was made to grow. It is as natural for it to 
propagate its species as for the animal creation ; 
but the highest design of its life is not secured till, 
by its increase, it ministers to the highest kind of 
animal life — ^the life of man ; and thus preserves the 
mysterious union between the life of his body and 
the higher life of his soul. Give it the necessary 
conditions of soil, moisture, light, and air, and it will 
obey the law of its nature, and bring forth its fruit 
in its season. The same law of life governs the 
spiritual world, and rules the kingdoms of intellect 
and morals; though in them we often see a sad 
perversity of disposition displayed by free agents, in 
their refusal to obey its just demands. But, men 
possessed of moral dignity, intellectual power, and 
spiritual life, are bound to impart, so far as they can, 
the same nobility of being and glory of character 
to all who need to be raised from the depths of sin 
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and ignorance and spiritual death. Such men find 
true happiness in their efforts to raise the degraded 
and the lost to newness of life. It is not good for 
life to be alone. To be life, worthy of the name, it 
must have society; and to have society it will — it 
must impart and multiply itself. Not only does this 
principle reside in the nature, and develope itself in 
the history, of all created beings ; but, in certain 
respects, it seems to characterise the nature and 
manifestations of God Himself. It is this principle, 
in the form of benevolence, that has ever been the 
motive to action in the Divine Mind. Without in 
the least countenancing any mystic or pantheistic 
notions, may we not truly say that this principle 
has found expression and embodiment in the crea- 
tion of the universe ? Did it not make the lion and 
the worm spring from the teeming earth? Did 
it not form man, breathe into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and make him a living soul ? God 
possesses infinite, underived life and happiness ; 
and it seems to be one of the glories of His nature 
and character that He ever communicates and 
multiplies life in finite forms, by calling new 
creatures into being, and imparts to them as much 
happiness as their capacities can enjoy. "7/i Him 
we live and move and have our being; for we are 
all His offspring." 

The analogy, then, which Christ draws between 
Himself and the corn of wheat is striking, appro- 
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priate, and beautiful. Has the grain life in itself ? 
*'In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men." Does the law of life demand a reproduction 
and increase of grain from that one corn? The 
higher law of God's moral empire demands from 
Him, "who has freely undertaken to represent both 
God and man in the scheme of Eedemption, that 
His work shall be to impart new life to dead souls ; 
and to call up from the sad wreck of humanity 
a new spiritual creation. Must the conditions 
imposed by the laws of nature be observed before 
the grain can fulfil the purpose of its being? 
Christ must bow to the powers of moral law, and 
endure shame and sorrow, suffering and death. 
He must satisfy the claims which Divine justice 
has on sinners before He can be the Author of 
eternal salvation, or be able to impart new life to 
men. 

We valu« common souls for what they do, but 
nobler souls chiefly for that which they are, but we 
prize Jesus Christ for both. By what He did for 
us He became the ransom for our sins: "We are 
not our own, but bought with a price, even the 
precious blood of Christ." And, because of what 
He is in Himself, His work possesses infinite merit 
on our behalf. Because He is the everlasting God, 
it was possible for Him to become Emmanuel, God 
with us; and, because He became Emmanuel, He 
is now **the Lord our Eighteousness." To become 
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the Author and Dispenser of eternal life to man 
was an act of sovereign grace. There was no 
necessity that He should impart new life to those 
who had forfeited their very existence by their 
sin. But the exuberance of God's generosity is 
so vast and wondrous that it seeks and labours 
to express itself to lost men in the priceless " gift 
of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord;" 
yet it is only able thus to reveal itself by a deed 
of infinite love and unparalleled self-sacrifice. The 
Cross of Cavalry was the tree of death to Jesus 
Christ ; but it is now the tree of life to perishing 
souls. Christ is, therefore, the Author of this new 
life, because He has life in Himself; and has 
fulfilled all the conditions necessary to fit Him 
for carrying out the design of God as He seeks 
to recreate humanity in His own image. Through 
Christ, God now is seeking to bestow this Divine 
life, and to multiply it in the nature, character, and 
history of universal man. Jesus came that we 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. 

If, then, the purpose of all life be to propagate 
itself, and if God be glorified when this design is 
accomplished in the natural world. He must be 
gratified and glorified in a higher degree when His 
own life is begun and developed in the soul of 
man. When souls are born from above, when 
clean hearts and right spirits are created and 
renewed in human breasts, then, but not till then, 
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is the true design of their being secured ; the 
supreme law of life fulfilled; and the purpose of the 
life and work of Jesus Christ realized in them. 

This life is not only different in nature from 
physical life: its enjoyment is conditioned on the 
soul's willingness to have it. Physical life is be- 
stowed without conditions on the part of the 
recipient. This spiritual life from God only flows 
into the being of the man who longs for it, and 
lays open his spirit to receive it in all its fulness 
of blessing. He who is content to live without 
this life, is content to be dead while he liveth. 
He inhabits the region and shadow of death now; 
and knows not, or knowing, heeds not, that his 
present abode of misery and ruin is but the dread 
border-land of the gloomy realm where the second 
death holds an eternal sway. Beware, oh man! 
lest you be suddenly called away from the place 
of hope and the opportunity of enjoying the 
blessed life, to endless death and the everlasting 
darkness of despair. 

We learn, 

II. That the Condition of Increased Life is 
Death. 

" Except a com of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone." 

The words of our text were probably uttered in 
the hearing of the Greeks. They constituted His 
greeting to them; and His first announcement of 
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ihe Gospel to the Gentile world. Such an announce- 
nent from the lips of Him who spake as never 
nan spake, was sure to arrest and interest these 
nen. The Greeks were all, more or less, keen 
)bservers of nature ; but here is something, which, 
ilthough they knew as a fact, they never understood 
before. They are now taught that Nature has all 
ilong, even before the fall of man, been typifying 
Fesus Christ, and preaching the mystery of redemp" 
;ion by His sacrificial death. In the reproductive 
process through which the single grains of wheat 
lave to pass before the plenteous harvests can wave 
)n our fields, we are called to read Nature's first 
prophecy respecting Christ and His atonement for 
rin. But Christ Himself is needed to interpret the 
lestimony of nature concerning His own character 
ind work. The Great Teacher must translate her 
lamb signs into intelligent human speech, before 
we, in our ignorance and earthliness, can catch a 
;limpse of their true spiritual import. But, when 
^e listen to His words, and study them in the 
light of the record of His death and resurrection 
and all that is involved therein, we are surprised 
Slit the aptness and force, and see something of the 
beauty and completeness of the illustration. 

Death is but another aspect of the law of life — 
OBI life is sustained by the sacrifice of other kinds 
of life. We live on death ; for our bodies are built 
^ by the food which other bodies supply. The law 
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of death, as another form of the law of life, must 
be obeyed before new life can be imparted and 
multiplied. 

" As day the night, and night succeeds the day. 
So death reanimates ; so lives decay ; 
Like billows on the nndalating main, 
The swelling fall, the falling swell again : 
Thus on the tide of time inconstant roll. 
The dying body and the living soal. 
In every animal inspired with breath. 
The flowers of life produce the seeds of death ; 
The seeds of death, though scattered in the tomb. 
Spring with new vigour, vegetate and bloom." 

The grain of wheat must be buried in the earth, and 
must yield to the decomposing forces of nature ; 
then its own decomposed substance serves to nourish 
the hidden germ of life till it expands, and receives 
into itself the kindly nourishment which the soil 
supplies. And, in order to carry on the life-giving 
work, the soU must obey the same law, and yield 
itself up to serve the purpose both of its own exist- 
ence and that of the com of wheat. There we see 
mutual surrender and compensation. 

The principle of self-sacrifice — of giving and re- 
ceiving, in order to give forth again — has been 
ordained by the Creator to be the great law of His 
moral universe. It is the principle on which He 
acts Himself. All His works and ways in nature, 
providence and grace, attest this lustrous truth, — 
** God is love;" and love gives itself; love is willing 
to be, to do, and to suffer anything to promote the 
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weal of its object. And is not God ever giving, 
and ever working for the good of all His creatures ? 
He is constantly showering His good .and perfect gifts 
on the just and the unjust, and is ever pressing, 
even the vilest of sinners, to accept Himself as the 
inexhaustible portion of their souls. 

It is this law we must obey ; it is this principle 
we must illustrate, if we would bless and save a 
world perishing in the vricked one. Before we can 
obtain knowledge for ourselves, laborious efforts, 
self-denial, — a process of death, so to speak — are 
absolutely indispensable. The same process is de- 
manded and renewed in our attempts to communicate 
intellectual power and spiritual life to others. There 
must be the sacrifice of self, and the death of 
selfishness. " Freely ye have received, freely give,'* 
that is the law of the kingdom, and of the spirit of 
the life in Christ Jesus. It is a joy to be animated 
with the conviction that it is "the only true sublime 
and noontide majesty of man,** to feel one's self so 
allied to humanity as to " be but part and proportion 
of one wondrous whole.*' But it is a nobler joy; 
it is true glory to embody the feeling in one's daily 
life, by living and labouring for the good of dying 
goals. This was the joy that thrilled the heart, 
because such was ,the constant effort, of the great 
Apostle Paul. He could say to the Corinthians, " I 
protest by your rejoicing in Christ Jesus, I die daily." 
He gloried in the fact that, to communicate joy to 

d2. 
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them it was necessaxy lor him to obey this universal 
law of life and death ; and in this death, anomalous 
as it may appear, he found and enjoyed his highest, 
noblest life. 

Our little systems of philosophy and theology 
cannot explain why it should be necessary for life 
of every species thus to be dependent, in some way 
or other, on some kind of death. Neither can they 
tell us how death of any sort can bestow and per- 
petuate any form of life. We only know that such 
is the actual and indisputable fact. Beasoning, 
then, from analogy, we conclude that it is neither 
unnatural nor unreasonable that the new life of 
regenerated humanity should be dependent on the 
life and death of a mediator between God and man ; 
that Jesus Christ, when He willingly undertook the 
work of our redemption, had to obey the all-per- 
vading law of life and death, in its highest form, 
in its widest demands and severest claims, as the 
law of self-sacrifice. He had to give His life as 
a propitiation for the sins, and a ransom for the 
life of the world. Once in the meeting of the dis- 
pensations, He appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. We know very few and very 
little of the reasons which made such an obedience 
necessary to man's salvation; nor can we explain 
how from His death there springs the soul's true 
life. We are only safe when we hold fast by revealed 
Gospel truths and Scripture facts, which are, as we 
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have seen, in perfect harmony with the course of 
nature and the constitution of the moral world. 
We are apt to go astray when we leave these verities 
to grapple with their abstract philosophy. 

" Though He was a Son, yet learned He obedience 
by the things which He suffered." " He became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." 
While thus obeying for us, in all His sore trials, 
desolating sorrows, and excruciating agonies,' He 
was upheld by a consciousness of His own imma- 
culate holiness ; a sacred sense of the grandeur 
of His blessed enterprise ; and the solemn declara- 
tion of His Father, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." The same spirit of self- 
sacrificing love which animated the apostle, in its 
loftiest degree inspired and sustained "the Author 
and Finisher of our faith." " He, for the joy that 
was set before Him, endured the cross, despising 
the shame." He looked forward in joyous anticipa- 
tion to the glorious results of His deep humiliation. 
His reward was to be judgments averted from the 
souls of men ; life and immortality of bliss conferred 
on the ruined and the lost ; and a world rescued 
from the power of sin and the sovereignty of the 
devil. 

But, not only did Christ illustrate this principle 
of self-sacrifice to prove His sympathy and set an 
example to His degraded and perishing brothers. 
His sacrifice was altogether unique in nature and 
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design. It was the sublimest act of vicarious sacri- 
fice. It was satisfaction rendered for the guilty by 
the guiltless One. It was also the grandest ex- 
pression of mercy, by which the fatherly character 
of God has been revealed as it never was before. 
Pardon and eternal life are thereby secured, in 
accordance with the strictest equity for those who 
deserved wrath instead of mercy. On the ground 
of this sacrifice " God can now be just and the 
justifier of him who believes in Jesus." 

This analogy which Christ draws between Himself 
and the seed implies His humanity. He had to 
become incarnate; and to complete His gracious 
purpose, He had to become subject to the law of 
mortality. Earth claims her own, and the Incarnate 
One must bow to the inexorable decree, "it is ap- 
pointed to men once to die." 

Death is intimately connected with sin; this 
analogy implies, therefore, that, in some way or 
other, Jesus stood related to sin. Yet He could 
calmly look His enemies in the face and ask, "which 
of you convinceth me of sin?" "He was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners," 
"yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him." The 
secret of His sufferings and death is found in the 
fact that, "the Lord made to meet on Him the 
iniquity of us all." " He was wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. Th^ 
chastisement of our peace was laid upon Him, that^ 
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-through His stripes we might be healed." The true 

Tneaning of His life and death cannot be seen except 

iihey be viewed as a propitiation. He HimseK must 

-teach us the greatness and the meaning of His work; 

and He does so when He says, " No man taketh my 

life from Me ; but I lay it down of Myself. I have 

power to lay it down and power to take it up again ; 

this commandment have I received of My Father." 

" The Son of Man is come to give His life a ransom 

for many." The immortal seed com cannot be 

quickened unless He dies. That quickening process 

is nigh at hand as He utters the words of the text. 

'•'The hour is come that the Son of Man should 

be glorified." A strange glory, surely, is that which 

can issue from the deadly eclipse of the " Sun of 

Eighteousness." Yet so it is. The thoughts, the 

works, the ways, and the glory of God are unlike those 

of men. And thus, amid the horrors and tortures 

of crucifixion, under the hiding of His Father's 

countenance, with only inanimate nature in wild 

convulsions to bewail His doom, our Saviour cries, 

" It is finished," and gives up the ghost. Earth 

claims her own, and the seed is sown in the dark 

furrow of the tomb. " He was cut off from the 

land of the living, and He made His grave with the 

wicked and with the rich in His death." He was 

dead and buried ; yet, through the rent veil of His 

flesh, and consecrated by His own blood. He has 

opened up a new and living way into the holiest of 
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all. The pathway to life leads through the great 
Eedeemer's tomb ; "for to this end Christ both died 
and rose again, and revived that He might be Lord 
both of the dead and living." His death and re- 
surrection are the pledge of the Christian's triumph 
over death and the grave. On the tomb of Christ 
you may read, and on the tomb of every believer 
in Him you may place this inscription : " Through 
death to life and everlasting bliss." Tea, 

** When hj a good man's grave I mnse alone, 
Methinks an angel sits npon the stone. 
Like those of old on that thrice hallowed night, 
Who sat and watched in raiment heayenly bright; 
And with a voice inspiring joj, not fear, 
Says, pointing upward, that * He u not here,' 
That, * He is rieen,' " 

Because Jesus lives, we shall live also, and live with 
Him : that is the good hope that cheers His followers 
when they contemplate their departure to eternity 
in company with the pale messenger. It is enjoyed 
only by whose in whose souls the new life has begun. 
Friend, is this your happy state and hope ? If not 
" you must be born again." 

We learn — 

in. That the Purpose of Life fulfilled shows 
A GREAT Contrast between Means and Ends. 

There is not only fruit, but '^much fruit.'* In 
nature, science, and art, there is often a vast dis- 
parity between causes and effects. Nowhere can 
we find this better illustrated than in the case of 
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the com of wheat, that dies and is quickened in 
the earth, then yields fruit manifold. By the agri- 
cultural process termed filtering, from the young 
shoots which sprang from a single grain of wheat, 
a farmer once reared, between August and the April 
following, no fewer than 600 plants. Some of these 
plants, from a single root, bore 100 ears, many of 
which were seven inches long, and contained between 
60 and 70 grains. The whole number of ears 
amounted to 21,109; which yielded three pecks and 
three quarters of clear com, the weight being 47 
pounds 7 ounces ; and the number of single grains, 
576,840. Without taking into account the straw, 
the chaff and the roots, here is a remarkable proof 
of the fertility of which Jesus speaks in our text. 
Similar contrasts may be seen in the history of 
human beings; between the beginning and the 
results of life. Who could have thought, as he 
gazed on the infant Milton in his cradle, that the 
dream of Eden was slumbering in his soul ? What 
angel could have imagined that, in Adam, as he 
stood alone in Paradise, lord of the new made 
world, resided the elements of life yet to be repro- 
duced in unnumbered millions of men ? None but 
God could read in him the history of humanity 
stretching through time, and onward through all 
eternity. This man was a knot of roots whose 
flower and fruitage is the world. 
Take your stand now beside the Son of Man, as * 
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they have laid Him out for burial. The light of 
those eyes that once beamed with superhuman in- 
telligence, and revealed the in-dwelling presence of 
a soul whose equal never was inshrined in mortal 
form, is quenched in darkness and in death. The 
heart that throbbed with purest love to universal 
man; whose constant aim and aspiration were to 
bless and ennoble, even the vilest of the vile; to 
reunite man to man, and every man to God in the 
bonds of the holiest affection, — ^that heart is cold 
and pulseless now. Gaze on that one Perfect Man, 
— Son of God and Son of Man ; and lo ! His face 
which once inspired the outcast and penitent with 
hope, and made the good to sing with gladness, 
"is more marred than any man's, and His form 
more than the sons of men." The only human 
head that never lost its crown has bowed to him 
who wields the power of death. The Divine seed 
com is ready to be sown; but, how very unlikely, 
that, from such a seed, sown in duch unpromising 
circumstances, any harvest shall ever grow ! He 
said, while He was yet with us, "I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: the bread 
which I will give is My flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world." Now we feel inclined to 
ask with the Jews, " how can this man give us His 
flesh to eat ?" How can His dead body become the 
life of the world ? 
Let us stand still and see. And, as we gaze on 
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the pallid visage and the marred form of the Son 
of God and Son of Man, we may behold the greatest 
disparity that ever appeared between means and 
ends; and the grandest illustration of the fact that 
the sublimest results are strangely wrapt up in the 
most unlikely causes. Yes,, present appearances are 
all against the probability that the "much fruit" 
of which He spoke, and prophets wrote, shall ever 
spring from ffim who professed to be the immortal 
seed com of God. But, let that seed be sown; 
and let three days and three nights pass over Him 
in the heart of the earth; and He, quickened by 
God in the Spirit, shall arise as the first fruits of 
them that sleep. 

It is done ! He was sown in weakness ; He is 
raised in power. Christ has burst the fetters of 
the tomb; spoiled principalities and powers; and 
ascended on high, leading captivity captive. Here 
is fruit already in His accepted work, as the ground 
of our reconciliation to God, and our ultimate salva- 
tion from death and sin. Look forward now, and 
behold the issue. It is a harvest of glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth, of richest blessings 
to men. The shattered hopes of His followers are 
raised into life with the risen Saviour. Inspired 
with deathless confidence in their Master, they go 
forth, and preach salvation through the blood of 
the cross. With liberal hand, beside aU waters, 
they sow the incorruptible seed of the Word; and 
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it springs up into stem and leaf and ear; it waves 
in beauty ; and it bears its hundred fold. 

It brings forth precious fruit in the nev7 life and 
character of all who believe. Here we perceive a 
contrast between the natural grain and the Divine 
seed com. The wheat sustains animal life by becom- 
ing assimilated to the physical system. But Christ 
imparts His spiritual life and multiples it in the 
souls of men, by transforming them into His own 
likeness, and assimilating them to His own nature. 
With Him the believer dies unto sin that he may 
live unto holiness, and become partaker of the 
Divine nature. He is made partaker of Christ's 
sufferings, being made conformable unto His death, 
that he may be changed into the same image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the Lord, the Spirit. 

The ages roll on, and still the victories of the 
Gospel increase, and fresh fruits spring up from the 
travail of His soul, and He is satisfied. During 
all the centuries that have elapsed since He was 
sown in death. He has seen His seed, and the 
pleasure of the Lord has prospered in His hand. 
There has been fruit in all who have been saved in 
the past, and there is fruit in all who are now bom 
from above by the eternal Spirit and the ever living 
Word. Li His death, too, we see the pledge of a 
reign of universal righteousness. We look forward ; 
and, behold ! " the barren land has become a fruit- 
ful field, and the wilderness and the solitary place 
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rejoice and blossom as the rose." We listen; and 
-we catch the shout of joy which ushers in the 
"world's harvest-home : — 

** One song employs all nations, and all cry, 
* Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for us ! ' 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shont to each other, and the mountain tops, 
From distant mountains, catch the flying joy, 
Till nation after nation taught the strain — 
Earth rolls the rapturous Hosanna round." 

We look again, beyond the bounds of earth; and 
otLr eyes are dazzled with the glory of the " much 
fruit'' gathered round the throne of the Eternal: 
it is the Church of Jesus Christ now made kings 
and priests unto God. Jesus would have remained 
essentially the same had He never stooped to death ; 
but, like a seed unsown. He would have been alone 
in the enjoyment of His own life and glory. But 
now, having humbled Himself to the death of the 
cross, God has highly exalted Him; and, to in- 
crease His glory and His joy, has gathered around 
Him the great multitude which no man can number 
of souls redeemed by His blood. For the connection 
and the contrast between the means and the end, 
read the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah and the twenty- 
first of Eevelation. And, as you read, and con- 
template the revolution through which the universe 
is shortly to pass, and the coming deliverance 
from the primeval curse imposed on it because of 
sin, you cannot fail to link the wondrous trans- 
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formation to its proper cause. It is the glorions issne 
of the sacrifice of Calvary. The man Christ Jesus, 
as the Second Adam, is the peerless seed whose 
flower and fruitage is ''the new heaven and the 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

To those who are one with Christ the lesson of 
the text is plain. You have been made alive as 
the fruit of His death, that you should offer up 
to God continually the fruit of your lips, and the 
fruit of your lives, giving thanks to His name. You 
are to live and labour that your fruit may be unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. You are to 
cherish and illustrate the same spirit of self-sacrifice 
which induced Him to become man, to suffer and 
to die for you. Having the new life throbbing in 
your souls, you are to be active agents under Him 
in communicating the same blessing to those who 
are yet in the bitterness of spiritual death. You 
are called out of darkness into His marvellous light, 
that you may call them to enjoy with you the 
light of life which is in Jesus Christ. If you are 
not thus living for His glory, and the salvation 
of the world, you are not working out the purpose 
for which God has breathed His own life into your 
souls. If you would be true to your Christian pro- 
fession, true to man, and true to God, you must 
be able honestly to say with Paul, " I am crucified 
with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I; but 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I live in 



THE DIVINE SEED COBN. 47 

the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Ee- 
member this, it will hold true of you as it did of 
your Saviour, "Except a com of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone ; but, if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit," and in this fruitful- 
ness, our Lord assures us, lies the proof of our 
union with Him. " Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be My 
disciples." 

Jesus only is the Eestorer of our long lost Eden. 
He who is our life can alone clothe us with the 
beauties of holiness, and present us faultless before 
His presence with exceeding joy. Friend, are you a 
a new creature in Christ ? Has the end for which 
He died been secured in your heart ? Is it being 
perfected in your life ? If not, you are frustrating 
the loving desires of Him who died that you might 
live, because you prefer your death of sin to the 
Divine life with which He is anxious to fill your soul. 
And while you remain in that state, away from Jesus 
Christ, and alienated from the life of God in Him, 
you are frustrating the purpose of your own being ; 
you are something less and something lower than a 
man. True manhood consists in sacred union with 
Emmanuel : it is having the life of Christ perfected 
in the soul of man. That alone restores man's 
** Paradise Lost" on earth; only that can give him 
cii grander "Paradise Eegained" in heaven. How 
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long shall your Bedeemer have to wait and yearn 
to see in you the fruit of the travail of His soul, 
before He is satisfied? How often must the Hus- 
bandman come, seeking fruit on you, and be doomed 
to disappointment ? May God in His mercy still bear 
with you, and continue to strive with you till you 
become a tree of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord that He may be glorified in your exceeding 
fruitfulness ! Amen. 



SEEMOl^ in. 
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EOCLBS. ill. 16.—** That Which hath been is now ; and that wiiich is to he hath already 
been; and God reqnireth that which is past." 

Thebe is an unvarying harmony in the principles, 
method, and results of the Divine government of our 
world ; so that nothing essentially new occurs in the 
revolutions and operations of nature, or in the dis- 
pensations of Providence and their effects on men ; 
but "all things continue as they were from the 
beginning." Such, in substance, is the common 
interpretation given of this text by all the com- 
mentators whom I have been able to consult. By 
close inspection, however, I think we shall discern, 
though they may be involved in this general and 
comprehensive exposition, certain great particular 
and solemn truths which have a specially direct and 
practical bearing on us as individual subjects of the 
moral government of God. 
In the preceding chapter the royal preacher has 



50 THAT WHICH HATH BEEN IS NOW. 

sketched the history of his life, and recorded the 
result of his manifold exjorience. That result has 
settled the question, whether true happiness is to be 
found in the riches and pleasures of earth. This 
is the lesson of Solomon's life, that neither natural 
nor mental wealth can secure the favour of God 
or the peace of the soul. This man possessed untold 
treasure ; he was the wisest man that ever lived ; he 
had drunk deeply at all the fountains of learning and 
pleasure — "drank draughts which common millions 
might have quenched " — and, after all, he is disgusted 
with life, and exclaims in the bitterness of a wretched 
soul, " all is vanity and vexation of spirit." 

In the third chapter he turns away from himself 
to the external world, and examines the relations of 
man to time. He finds that God has made every- 
thing beautiful in its season; and one of God'» 
beautiful arrangements in the moral world he an- 
nounces in our text, in words which seem to embrace 
the past, the present, and the future, and to sum up 
the history and destiny of man. Their theme is. 
The immortality and responsibility of human influence. 
Observe — -^ 

I. That the Power of the Past has Moulded the 
Character of the Present. — " That which hath been 
is now.'* 

It has been asserted that " history never repeats 
itself." In one sense this is true ; for " one genera- 
tion passeth away, and another generation cometh." 
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The great facts which mark eras in the progress of 
our race happen once for all ; and the epoch men who 
stamp their image on their times, who give impulses 
to the common people, and shape and colour to the 
life and the pursuits of their age, pass away from the 
scene ; no successors ever rise to fill their places, to be 
what they have been, or to do what they have done. But 
in another respect it is not true that "history never re- 
peats itself." For what is history ? It is not merely, 
as one has defined it to be, " the track of God's foot- 
steps through time," nor simply the literary record of 
names, facts, and dates pertaining to the men and 
"the years that have for ever fled. History is rather 
ihe accumulated moral influences of all the genera- 
lions that ever lived. We talk of the " dead past ;" 
lut the past is never dead. It is alive in the present, 
in the impulses for good or evil, created by men, 
from Adam downward to this very hour. We are 
more the creatures of circumstances than our pride is 
often willing to admit. The lives of our predecessors 
liave contributed their plastic powers to make us 
^hat we are. The past has been the parent of the 
present. You can trace its indelible impress on all 
the features of humanity, on the physical constitu- 
tion and intelligence, on the moral condition and habits 
of individual^, and on all the varied institutions 
and forms of social, national, and religious life ; and 
every hour is adding fresh intensity to those subtle, 
spiritual forces which thus mould the lives of men. 

E 2 
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The wealth and wisdom, the poverty and folly of 
souls, consist in the relations they sustain to the 
good and the evil iniluences with which they are sur- 
rounded. If a man has laid open his soul, and grate- 
fully admitted the spiritual blessings which the past 
has sought to treasure there, he is rich for time and 
rich for eternity. If he has closed his heart against 
them all, and allowed an entrance only to the dread 
powers of evil, "he is poor, and wretched, and 
miserable, and blind, and naked." Though he feels 
it not, he is in the fangs of the destroyer. The past 
holds him in its giant grasp, and his present degraded 
and enslaved condition is but the prelude to the 
fast coming future. Illustrations of our subject are 
abundant. 

If you ask why so many people possess such sickly, 
shattered bodies, which doom them to a miserable 
existence, physiology will tell you that disease is 
hereditary. The sins of Jhe parents, in their effects, 
are visited upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation. The past is developed in the bitter ex- 
perience of the present. Do you wish to understand 
the origin and philosophy of the great movements 
of our day? You must go back to the time when 
light dawned on the master spirits of our race in 
their quiet studies; and then watch them as they 
enunciate a few leading principles, and disseminate 
certain fundamental truths. These immortal seeds 
have found a genial soil in the minds of the people, 
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and now they reap the teeming harvest. The powers 
that are at work remodelling the constitutions of 
nations ; breathing life into the dry bones ; and 
sweeping away the eauses of suffering, the sources 
of crime, and the scourges of the people, were not 
bom yesterday. The hoary evils undier which the 
world groans are the results of the influences of 
many generations ; and so are the reforming powers 
that are now working as active causes, asserting the 
claims of truth, the rights of man, and the will of 
God. 

If you ask why it is so difficult to uproot existing 
institutions that are corrupt, and to rear new ones 
whose foundation shall be the everlasting rock of 
truth and righteousness? I need only point you to 
the past for a reply. 

It is the power of the past, embodied in the hydra- 
headed forms of ignorance, error and sin, which 
resists the efforts of the philanthropist and the 
Christian teacher to regenerate society and bring 
the world to the feet of Christ. It is this which 
explains the contrast between the theological creeds 
and ecclesiastical systems which prevail in different 
countries, and which accounts for the slow progress 
made by those principles that seek to possess the land 
where opposite principles hold the supremacy in- 
the public mind. Why, for example, have Episco- 
palianism and Congregationalism never secured a 
broad, sure footing in Scotland ? Because Scotland 
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has had a Preshyterian history, — a past proudly 
rearing itself as a barrier against the introduction 
of other systems of Church government. On the 
other hand, why has Presbyterianism laid such a 
feeble hold on the English mind ? Because it has had 
to contend with the past in the form of Episcopal 
and Independent principles of ecclesiastical polity. 
And why are Spain and Ireland so hostile to Pro- 
testant teaching? Because there the doctrines of 
the Church of Eome have for ages been triumphant. 
It is the same with nations in regard to their political, 
as with churches in respect to their religious, life. If 
you would understand why Eepublicanism cannot 
live in France, or find a home in Britain, you have 
but to recollect that these countries have had a past 
which cherished another form of national life which 
has no sympathy with the principles of a Bepublican 
government, and which has transmitted all its in- 
fluence against such a system through the ages ; so 
that, armed with mighty prejudices, it lives and works 
in the present. The same train of thought explains 
the partial success of a Bepublican government and 
Democratic institutions in America. That country 
had no history — no past, with its mysterious powers — 
to defy the efforts of those who refused to be governed 
by the iron sceptre of custom and antiquity as it 
sought to rule the destinies of the race. The seeds 
of truth or error take root most rapidly, and spring 
up most luxuriantly in virgin soil. America is even 
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now illustrating the truth of our text, and the re- 
tributive powers of the laws of the moral world. 
She is proving how true are Channing's words, ''forrm 
of liberty are not its essence; the wisest provisions 
and guardian powers of freedom may be but the 
weapons of tyranny. There are other chains than 
iron which eat into the soul of men and nations." 
In her insults, oppression and robbery of a minority 
she has sown the wind, and now she must reap the 
whirlwind. In that red sea of wrath now rolling 
across the country, and in its fearful consequences, 
she may read her sin in her punishment ; and if that 
red sea is to sweep away the curse and the crime of 
slavery, we say. Roll on ! God defend the right, and 
avenge the wrong! ** That which hath been is now; 
and God requireth that which is past." 

Do you wish to know the secret of all the disorder 
and misery which reign in the hearts and homes of 
men, and the cause of that awful unrest which every- 
where prevails? It is to be found ki the sinful 
history of man. The guilty present is the victim 
ef the guilty past. Sin which swept the sons of the 
morning from the plains of heaven, and blasted 
Adam's paradise, is stiU the rampant curse of earth. 

** Some flowers of Eden we still inherit ; 
But the trail of the serpent is over them all." 

From this a^ect of the subject we learn the im- 
pressible natfu/re of the human soul. It is susceptible, 
especially in infancy and youth, of receiving im- 



66 THAT WHICH HATH BEEN IS NOW. 

pressions that shall last throngh the eternal ages. 
It is most susceptible of being pressed into the motdd 
of sin^ and turned out with a Satanic character. 
This explains the might of evil habits ; how they 
twine themselves around the soul till they are in- 
corporated with the nature of the man. Often, when 
he is aroused to a sense of his danger, and tries to 
escape from the galling bondage of his self-imposed 
fetters, he feels that they cling to him almost as 
fixedly as life itself. Southey's picture of one 
struggling against his evil habits is awful in its 
trueness : — 

" For from his shoulders 
Grew two snakes of monster size, which ever 
At his head aimed their rapacious teeth, to 
Satiate craving hunger with his brain. 
In th' eternal struggle, he would often 
Sieze their swelling necks, and in his giant 
Grasp, bruise them; rending their flesh with bloodjy 
Nail ; and howl for agony, feeling the 
Fangs he gave; for of himself, co-sentient 
And inseparable parts, the snaky 
Torturers grew." 

We lecvm also the mysterious power which circiim" 
stances have in determining the faiths of men. Can we 
expect men bom in heathei^dom to be aught but 
heathens ? £om among Mohammedans to be aught 
but followers of the false prophet ? Bom among 
Papists to be aught but Eoman Catholics? Had 
we been bom among such people we should just have 
been of the same religious persuasion. This should 
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teach us a lesson of charity in relation to all who 
di£fer from us in religious belief. Let us remember 
that He who requires the past, judges each man 
according to the light which he possesses, and takes 
into account the jtrarious circumstances of his lot, 
adverse as well as propitious, and that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right. Let us not imagine, 
however, that man is entirely the slave of circum- 
stance and the child of fate. He is something nobler 
than a shallop in the Bapids of Niagara, or a leaf in 
the Arabian simoon, driven helplessly to his destiny 
by some mysterious force as irresistible as gravita- 
tion. It is true that the chain of circumstances with 
which he is bound is often of such a nature that to 
take it away were almost to annihilate the man 
himself. But who forged the links of that chain ? 
Is it not true that man forges many of his own 
chains ? Man is the creator of circumstances ; hence 
he has the power of rising superior to the old by 
creating the new. This is the ground of his re- 
sponsibility for the formation of his own character 
and destiny. That responsibility is increased by 
the fact that the Lord Jesus stands at his side, 
anxious to have the opportunity given Him of putting 
his soul in immediate enjoyment of a salvation, 
which involves all the means needed to regenerate 
his fallen nature, and make him a new creature 
m thought, in feeling, in action and in destiny. 
Human supremacy over circumstances and the evil 
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powers of the past, will become apparent as we 
glance at the brighter aspect of the subject. 

Alongside of the deadly tide of moral evil that has 
swept across our world there has also been rolling 
through the ages a pure river of life. The birth 
of sin was but the occasion of the immediate introduc- 
tion of God's wondrous dispensation of redeeming 
love. As the years revolved the Divine purposes of 
mercy were gradually developed, till they found their 
consummation in the advent and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ as "God manifest in the flesh." Had the 
inflences that have emanated through all times from 
the various revelations of God in His Book, and in the 
types and person of His Son been blotted out, earth 
had become an utter chaos and a perfect .hell. 

But the past has sent dotvn its many boons to us 
through human agency. The men who preceded us 
were the earthly conservators of heavenly treasures. 
We owe a deeper- debt of gratitude to the heroes of 
the past than we are often apt to think. They were 
the pioneers of the present advanced state of civiliza- 
tion and Christian progress. They preserved our 
Bible for us ; they secured for us our civil and re- 
ligious liberty. Each new generation stands on the 
shoulders of its predecessor, and gets the benefit of 
all the experience and achievements of the past. Our 
age, therefore, is the sum of all the ages. Here are 
we, then, far down in the course of the Christian era, 
reaping, or at liberty to reap, the golden harvest. 
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often sown in tears and blood and death by those 
" of whom the world was not worthy." Those men 
proved their superiority to circumstances. By the 
help of Divine grace, under the promptings of their 
new life, hid with Christ in God, and inspired with 
unshaken faith in the principles of the Gospel, they 
withstood the powers of evil- which beset them, and 
"resisted unto blood, striving against sin," and they 
have sent down to us the results of their sore toil, in 
the form of the priceless privileges which we now 
possess, and a stream of holy influences besides. We 
are thus taught our obligation to the good of all ages, 
and our duty to withstand, as they did, all the powers 
of evil which surround and assail us ; to be at the 
same time faithful custodiers of the sacred treasures 
which we have inherited, and active disseminators 
of the blessings of Christianity, and of a true civiliza- 
tion. It is a truth in which we ought to rejoice, 
that — 

** Onward throagh the ages one increasing pnrpose runs, 
And the thoughts of men are widened bj the process of the snns." 

Let US prove that our thoughts are widened, our 
hearts enlarged, and our lives ennobled by the blessed 
influences which ever seek to wrap themselves around 
us, and around the world. Let us prove ourselves 
** the worthy sons of worthy sires," who have left us 
such precious legacies of truth and examples of good- 
ness, by blessing others, now sunk in spiritual poverty, 
^th the same immortal riches. Be it our constant 
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aim to cast the torch of Gospel truth into the night 
of time, to dispel the moral darkness of our fellow- 
men, and to prepare a glorious morning for the gene- 
ration that is yet to come. We owe this duty to God, 
the source of all good, to the ages that are gone, to 
our brothers of the present, and to all the generations 
of the future. Say, my friends, are you resolved to 
be faithful to this grand and awful trust? It is a 
solemn responsibility that lies on us, for, observe — 
11. That THE Chabaoter AND Destiny OF THE Future 

ARE IN THE HaNDS OF THE PRESENT. " That which 

is to be hath already been." 

The preacher has previously traced the connection 
between the past and the present. Now his eye 
sweeps along the course of time ; and he discovers 
that the relation of present and future is that of 
parent and child. The future is to be what we 
make it; it must be the transcript or the natural 
development of the present. Is not this thought 
overwhelming with solemnity? What a trust is 
human life ! With what tremendous powers are 
souls invested! And what a dread responsibility 
lies on us, as heirs of the past and progenitors of 
the future ! 

There is a common sentiment, often uttered by 
flippant lips, unconscious of its meaning, — "it will 
be all one a hundred years hence !" Yes, this is 
saddest truth ; time speeds on with ceaseless flight. 
Day follows day, and a few days make a week. 
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Week succeeds week, and a few weeks make a 
month. Month hastens on after month, and a 
few months make a year. Year rolls on after year, 
and a few years make a century. A century will 
soon elapse; and then, where shall all those busy 
mortals be who now give life and character to our 
stirring age? Ah me! with what amazing speed 
shall the century rush past into eternity, and all 
these millions of men shall have disappeared as 
if they had never been ! Time and death shall have 
done their work on the present population of the 
world, and grim forgetfulness shall sit on their 
unknown graves. Since men are mortal, it will 
be aU one a hundred years hence I Good heavens ! 
is this, then, the goal of human labour, of human 
glory and ambition — eternal oblivion? No! that 
can never be ! Since men are moral and immortal 
beings, it will not be all one a hundred years hence / 
Both the evil and the good which men do in their 
lives live after them. The influence of moral deeds 
can never be interred with human bones. Slow and 
inperceptible is the work of those tiny architects 
beneath the waves; but gradually the coral island 
rears its head, and proudly defies the ocean's wild- 
est fury. So, slowly, inperceptibly, but surely, by 
our lives we are rearing moments that shall outlive 
the Pyramids, from which "forty centuries look 
down" on man. These Pyramids throw out their 
shadows far and wide " like dials which the wizard 
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Time has raised to count his ages by." Our lives 
are dials which throw out mysterious shadows that 
indicate our spiritual form and position, our attitude 
and relation to God and man, which must exert 
a mighty power on the state and character of our con- 
temporaries and successors, and which stretch away 
into the limitless hereafter. Human influence is 
an ever-living, ever-active thing, as immortal as 
the soul from which it springs, and it must con- 
tinue to afiFect, for weal or woe, all <;oming genera- 
tions, in time and throughout eternity. Parents, do 
ye never think, and tremble at the thought, that 
these children of yours are to be the men and the 
women of the future ; and that according as you 
train them, in all. probability, their character and 
destiny will be determined; and through them, as 
by you, the fate of unborn thousands must be 
affected? Teacher of youth, have you understood 
what a charge is intrusted to your care? — that as 
you bend the tender twig, the tree at its maturity 
will be inclined? Preacher of the cross, have you 
realised that the life of many souls, as precious 
as your own to God, depends on your life and 
labours? Private Christian, imagine not that, be- 
cause your lot in life is humble, you have, there- 
fore, no influence. Just as there is no vacuum in 
nature, so there is none in the moral world. There 
can be no neutrality between souls, in respect to 
actions and their effects in other minds and lives. 
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The fluttering of the skylark's wing sends a quiver 
through the atmosphere to its utmost verge; the 
motions of the smallest fish pulsate through the 
entire ocean; and the tread of a little child on 
earth effects the farthest star that sparkles on the 
brow of night. So, because we are souls most 
intimately related to other souls, we are constantly 
touching chords that shall vibrate through eternity. 
Our nature and relations are such that the influence 
which we exert must tend to draw men nearer to, or 
drive them farther away from God. From all this we 
learn how solemn and awful a thing it is to live ! 
Brethren, have we not reason to fear that, by our 
ignorance, our neglect, or positive evil example, 
we have helped to send souls to everlasting ruin? 
To have our skirts stained with the blood of those 
whom we have aided in their descent to hell ! — that 
is one of the greatest griefs we should carry in our 
hearts down to the grave up to the judgment seat. 

More evil is often wrought for want of thought 

than there is for want of heart. Our unconscious 

and silent influence is, therefore, more powerful for 

good or evil than that which we designedly exert 

on our fellows. We are more our real selves when 

We act naturally and spontaneously in private 

than when engaged in public spheres of duty. 

Id!en know that in public positions we are on our 

guard, because they know themselves ; so there is 

less credit given for honest sincerity in deeds which 
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are performed before the public eye, than for 
those which are the quiet, unostentatious offspring 
of true principle working naturaUy in private life. 
The rain-drop falls silently and unseen behind the 
jutting rock; but its power is manifested in the 
avalanche which sweeps the mountain side, and 
buries villages in ruins. The laws which rule the 
orbs of heaven achieve their vast results by unseen 
modes, and in sublimest silence. So is it with 
souls. The holiest and most effective influences are 
those whose operations are quiet and unseen. The 
most blessed results are effected, by gentle words, 
kindly deeds, and the holy lives of men living in 
constant sympathy with God. And as it is with good, 
so it is with evil. To do good, a man must be good ; 
to do evil, he has simply to be evil ; for the inward 
life will become the outward; and it must produce 
effects in harmony with its own character on all 
the minds with which it comes in contact. Thus it 
comes that the most fatal consequences follow the 
unintentional influences of lives unswayed by a 
sense of God's omnipresence, and the imperial 
motives of the Gospel of His Son. 

The Christian may learn that one reason why God 
has so constituted us that we must, whether we mean 
it or not, wield an invisible power over souls, is that 
we should so live and act, in view of the great respon- 
sibility in which this fact involves us, that we shall 
be channels through which Divine influences may 
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>nstantly flow to bless and ennoble our fellow men, 
nd that we may become united by the ties of the 
ighest style of friendship and affection, as brethren 
I Christ. 

Let the sinner learn that he is armed with the 
«rful power, not only of debasing his own soul, and 
asting his character and prospects for ever, but of 
jgrading and ruining the souls of his fellows ; and 
lis fact will add fearful intensity to the gnawings 

the worm that never dies. Eemember him who, 
oin the torments of despair, prayed that Lazarus 
ight be sent to warn his five brethren, lest they 
Loold come to augment the horrors of that sea of 
Loreless woe on which he was tossed a helpless and 
hopeless wreck. 

" That which hath been is now;" but there is no 
>od reason why the sin which is, should be at all, 
)r why the evil influences of the present should not 
J crushed in the bud, and prevented from growing 
to upas trees, spreading their deadly branches to 
ifinity. There is every high and holy reason why 
le life of each man should be " a thing of beauty 
id a joy for ever," breathing benisons of Heaven 
1 all around. It is the wish and aim of God to 
Lake us fountains of living water; causing " the 
ildnemess and the solitary place to rejoice and 
loBBom as the rose." And a Ufe less noble than 
his— a life uninspired by the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
^8 a crime against society, the moral order of the 
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universe, and the native dignity of the human soul : 
it is high treason against the living God. Observe, I 

III. That God has Judicial Claims on the Influ- | 
ENCE OF Man. *' God requireth that which is past." 

The preacher's thoughts have now reached the 
limits of the moral power of men, to blast or bles» 
this world. He has traced thei^ spiritual history^ 
through the present dispensation till he finds its con— 
summation at the tribunal of the Almighty. Thes^ 

words are but another form of the verse which con 

eludes the book — " God shall bring every work intc ) 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good. — , 
or whether it be evil." At present men measure thei. — r 
lives by the revolutions of the earth and the progre^^s 
of the sun; but when this crisis comes they wL "11 
discover that — 

" We lire in deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breaths ; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time hj heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts ihe best." 

Men may dream now that their influence is ins£^" 
nificant, soon spent, and carried into oblivion ; tb- ^* 
all is over with them when they close their wea-:^ 
eyes on this unsettled scene. But that dream sh^^ 
be dispelled by the dread realities of the judgm^^* 
mom. " There shall be a resurrection both of tJ^^ 
just and the unjust ; " but there shall also be a resi:i^' 
rection of the past ; for, as the margin puts it, " GrO^ 
requireth that which is driven away." 
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The state and character of a man are fixed when 
he passes into the world of spirits; but the final 
award of the Judge is not given till " that day.'' One 
reason for the postponement of the last general 
judgment doubtless is, that human influence, as a 
moral power for which souls are accountable, may 
get ample scope to develope its natural fruit. A 
man's life cannot be publicly valued and the estimate 
declared till it has exhausted itself on other lives and 
on all the ages ; nor can he fully understand the 
nature and magnitude of his responsibility till the 
effects of his influence are summed up, and made to 
pass before his astonished spirit. The blessed in- 
fluence of the Apostle Paul on the minds and destinies 
of men is not yet exhausted. It is perennial still. 
Though dead he is speaking and working yet ; con- 
sequently, the complete reward, to which he looked 
forward with joyous anticipation, is not yet enjoyed 
by him ; it is " reserved against that day." The 
deadly influence of such men as Voltaire, Paine, 
and Byron, has not yet exhausted itself on society. 
Though dead, through their influence, they are living 
and working still; consequently they have not yet 
reaped the full harvest of evil which they sowed on 
earth. " The harvest is the end of the world.*' Then 
must they reap, and reap to all eternity that which 
they sowed in time ? "for the Son of Man shall come 
in the glory of His Father, with His angels ; and 
then shall He reward every man according to his 

f2 
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works." Each one of ns, however humble, shall find 
that he has not done with earth and time when death 
seals up his eyes, and hides him in the grave. " For 
none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself." Through our influence we shall live and 
work, and bless or curse our race, when we are far 
away in other worlds. We have left our mark behind 
us. We have been writing our own life-history ; and, 
blurred and blotted though it be, we must yet read 
it in the light of the judgment-seat of Christ, and 
realize its issues in our own experience, and witness 
its effects in the destinies awarded to all others whom 
it has helped to meeten for heaven, or prepare for 
heU. 

It is said that a drowning man once beheld his 
whole history pass in detail before his mind in a few 
seconds. What revelations of hearts and lives shall 
there be in that day when all secrets shall be made 
manifest ! How, friends, shall it be with you then ? 
Are you now ashamed and terrified to take a momen- 
tary retrospect of your life ? If So, " How will you 
do in the swellings of Jordan ?" And how will you do 
in the presence of the great white throne ? Let the 
man who can over-reach his neighbour when he has 
the chance without being detected, let secret sinners 
of all sorts, let the formal professor of Christianity 
and the painted hypocrite, know this, — Jesus Christ 
will unmask them to the universe ! The only way of 
escaping this terrible exposure and the damning sen- 
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tence that must follow, is to embrace the forgiving 
Saviour now. Let them abandon the evil of their 
ways, and return to God through Jesus Christ, and 
He will cast their sins behind His back into the 
depths of the sea, and remember them no more 
against them for ever. 

This subject is eloquent with appeals to all. To 
the young man, in the spring-tide of his being, whose 
pulse beats high with hope, and whose future stretches 
before him, gilded with wealth, and joy, and worldly 
honour; to him whose motto is, "youth must be 
out," who dreams that life cannot be manly without 
a season spent in " sowing wild oats,'* its warning 
voice is this, " Eejoice, young man in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes ; but know thou that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment." 

Aged man, you and a few others are all that remain 
of the generation that set sail with you on the sea of 
time. Many of your contemporaries have foundered 
on the quicksands of infidelity, or gone to wreck on 
the bold and rugged rocks of open profligacy. Many 
have gone down mysteriously like lone ships at sea. 
A few have safely reached the haven of eternal peace. 
Your own life-voyage is nearly ended. Where is it to 
end ? Have you ever thought that behind you you 
have left a distinct and deathless wake that must 
either guide the barks of all who follow, onward to 
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the smiling shores of the hetter land, or lure them to 
destruction on the rocks which girdle the coast that 
is enveloped in " the blackness of darkness for ever ?" 
For that track which you have left behind you, God 
will bring you into judgment. See that your sins are 
pardoned through the blood of the Cross, and when 
that day comes for which all other days were made, 
though you should stand ashamed before your Judge 
— and we must all do that — ^you need not be terrified; 
you will stand accepted in the Beloved. 

Paul declares that God will judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ, according to the Gospel. Brethren, 
your present, with all its privileges — your Bibles, 
your sermons, and your sanctuaries — ^must soon be 
your past, that which is driven away, and which 
God will require at your hands. Are you improving 
your day and your means of grace ? Are you making 
sensible progress in the Divine life? Are you con- 
sciously rising toward the fulness of the stature of 
perfect manhood in Christ ? Are you increasing in 
spiritual power for good over all with whom you 
mingle in daily life ? If so, happy are you ! You 
have discovered how a noble life is alone possible for 
you. Let your future illustrate the Apostle*s words, 
" living or dying, we are the Lords." You are called 
to a great and glorious warfare, — to spread the 
triumphs of the truth as it is in Jesus. There are 
fields to be fought and won for Christ. Quit you, 
then, like men and heroes of the cross, and when 
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you come to lay down your sword and shield, yours 
shall be the song of the Christian victor, " I have 
fought a good fight ; I have finished my course ; I 
have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge shall give me at that day." 

Ye who have sat long under the sound of the Gospel 
and ar^ still unsaved, this subject has a voice of 
solemn warning for you. You must give an account to 
God of the manner in which you have treated His long- 
suffering grace. Beware, lest, having been raised to 
heaven by your privileges, you should be cast down 
to hell for their misimprovement ! Continue merely 
to neglect the great salvation which Christ through 
His own sacrifice has purchased for you, and is now 
pressing on your acceptance ; simply let it alone, till 
the grim spectre that is ever dogging your steps shall 
lay his icy hand on your shoulder, and hurry you 
away to judgment ; then you must go to your own 
place, and sound the depths of everlasting death. 

*^ Down, aye down ! but the judge's frown 
Follows hard through that thickening gloom ; 
Or if aught gleams there, 'tis the past's despair 
Beviyed in that living tomb I 
There fearful sighs for ever arise. 
And fears that can ne'er be calmed : 
Where souls are lost, and for ever tossed 
'Mong the wrecks that strew the fire-bound coast, 
The shores of the doubly damned." 



SERMON IV. 



Psalm Ixxiii. 25, 26.—" Wbom have I in heaven bnt thee ? And there is none npon 
earth that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth ; bat Ood is the 
strength of my heart and my portion for ever.** 

By right these words should be examined, and their 
lessons educed and enforced by some aged man, 
eloquent in speech, mighty in the Scriptures, and 
wealthy in Christian experience. They are evidently 
the utterances of one far advanced in years, and in 
the Divine life ; and by such a man can they best 
be understood, prized, and expounded. Still, defec- 
tive though we be in these respects, our limited 
abilities and experience, combined with an observa- 
tion somewhat wider, may enable us, to some extent, 
to grasp the meaning and to appreciate and interpret 
the great truths which the text contains. The effort 
is worth making. 

No man can pass through this world with his eyes 
open without witnessing many strange and perplexing 
anomalies in connection with the social condition 
and moral character of his fellows, without feeling 
that life, in all its phases and relations, is a tangled 
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skein which human power cannot unravel, and that 
the ways of Providence involve us all in mysteries 
which human skill is utterly unable to fathom or 
explain. Often do these inexplicable aspects of 
human life and Divine government press so heavily 
home on the heart and intellect of good men as to 
prove the very strongest temptations to them to lapse 
into complete scepticism. With the mysteries in- 
volved in the social disparities and temporal contrasts 
that marked the state of the good and the evil men 
around him, was the Psalmist oppressed before he 
penned this golden psalm ? These things confronted 
him as perfect paradoxes in the moral government of 
God, and almost drove him to despair. He candidly 
avows that he staggered in faith, and was envious in 
spirit when he saw the prosperity of the wicked, and 
contrasted it with the poverty and affiction of the 
people of God ; " his feet were almost gone." From 
the thirteenth verse to the sixteenth he details the 
painful process through which, by this fierce tempta- 
tion, he was called to pass ; but the temptation must 
have been vanquished before he could open this psalm 
with such a glad acknowledgment of the Divine good- 
ness in the past, and close it with such a grateful 
expression of trust in God for all the future. In the 
seventeenth verse he gives us the antidote which 
freed him from the tempter's power, and tells us 
where he discovered the key that solved the mystery, 
and satisfied his soul regarding the righteous rule 
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and purpose of Providence. " When I thought to 
know this, it was too painful for me; until I went into 
the sanctuary ; then understood I their end." Prom 
consultation with God, through the means of grace 
and the public instructions of His house and Word, 
he learned that the unequal distribution of temporal 
benefits is but a prophecy and pledge of a future 
judgment ; that this is a life of probation for a better 
life to come ; that God has not forsaken His saints ; 
that He trains His people by many means, adverse 
as well as prosperous, yet all administered in love 
and wisdom, and designed to promote their present, 
and especially their eternal weal; that worldly wealth, 
social distinction, and bodily comforts are not man's 
chief good ; that the prosperity of the wicked is only 
seeming, being often a real curse to them here, and a 
prelude to their certain destruction hereafter. Thus 
were his false views corrected by the wisdom that 
comes from above, and the storm that raged in his 
soul was hushed into a calm. Then, having seen 
things as they really are in the light of God, he 
concludes that, after all, the Christian, poor, lowly, 
downtrodden and sorrowful though he be, has the 
best of it even here ; that it is he only who really 
prospers in the earth ; and, in the spiritual cha- 
racter, present condition, and future prospects of the 
righteous, he presents us with a bright contrast to 
those of the wicked. He teaches us that, notwith- 
standing his most adverse worldly circumstances, the 
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Christian soul is still near and dear to God ; that, in 
the most trying seasons, God still sustains him ; that, 
through time, God will be he his guide and counsellor; 
and that in eternity God will receive him to glory. 
" Nevertheless, I am continually with Thee ; Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. Thou wilt guide 
me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory." Thus, in spite of poverty and affliction, of 
old age and dissolving nature, the child of God is 
fresh, and young, and healthy; he is strong, and 
joyous, and wealthy in soul. His language is, "Whom 
have I in heaven but Thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my 
heart faileth ; but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever." 
Asaph here assures us — 

I. That God in Heaven is the Christian'^ Highest 
Treasure. " Whom have I in heaven but Thee ?" 
Wordsworth sings of " the heaven that lies about 
us in our infancy;" but it is possible to realize 
a heaven about us in manhood, and in old age, too. 
Heaven is nearer than we think, for the earth is its 
portal as well as its stairway. "The bright con- 
summate flower " of youth and beauty that is to 
bloom for ever in the paradise of God must have its 
Bead time and budding season on the earth. Heaven 
must begin, and be in part enjoyed before we lay 
aside the vestments of mortality. It is possible for 
HB to be able to say, " Nevertheless, I am continually 
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with Thee ;" and thrice happy is the man who is in 
such a case, for with him heaven is begun below. 
This life is but the spring time of the life to come. 
This world is but the platform from which we must 
step at the bidding of the herald of destiny into the 
eternal world. '* The world to come," to angels and 
to men, because of the character which they have 
made for themselves, and the influence they have 
exerted on others in a state of probation, is divided 
into two great empires — heaven and hell — -where state 
and character are irrevocably fixed. The necessity 
for these two opposite realms in the spirit-world 
springs out of the different natures and habits of 
souls, as well as from the nature and claims of the 
Divine purity and justice. Holiness and happiness, 
honour and glory, limitless in duration and endless 
in variety, are the chief features of the one ; sin and 
misery, intense, immense, and everlasting, are the 
leading elements of the other. The presence and the 
smile of God constitute heaven; His absence and His 
frown constitute hell. The fruition of Christian 
hopes and aspirations, of purity and joy, is only 
found when this world is exchanged for the next — 
when the soul leaves its heaven of preparation below 
to take possession of its heaven of perfection above. 
In that bright world the humblest Christian on earth 
holds property now. He can say, *' I have treasures 
in heaven ; I hold the title deeds of possessions there, 
on which no breath of corruption can ever fall, riches 
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which no rust can consume, and no thieves can steal ; 
they are safe, they are mine ; I have them there." 

These treasures do not consist alone in the place 
and its glorious circumstances ; not in its freedom 
from sin and pain ; not in its unalloyed happiness; not 
in its faultless, ever-swelling songs of praise ; nor in its 
scenery, robed with resplendent, fadeless, unimagined 
beauty; though there is much in all these things to 
attract the soul as its immortal riches, and the true 
elements of heaven. The Christian's best property 
in heaven is not in places, nor circumstances, nor 
things. He does not say, " What have I in heaven 
but " whomV^ The real wealth of a man on earth is 
not in houses and lands, in goods and chattels, in 
dress and money ; it is in souls, in living friends, 
in true and loving hearts, in kindred spirits, who can 
sympathize with him in his difficulties, cheer him 
in his troubles, help him to enjoy life and discharge 
its duties, and thus to fulfil the purpose of his being. 
yje all feel that no earthly riches are to be compared 
^th these priceless persons. And if our true wealth 
on earth is found in such treasures as these, is it not 
natural that our best possessions in heaven should 
le of the same kind, but far more perfect and 
precious? The Christian's heavenly wealth con- 
sists chiefly in the holy persons there. These are 
Iiis great attraction in heaven. Some time ago I 
^^sited a Christian family in a distant city whom I 
liad not seen for more than two years. In calling 
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ov6r the names of the children and enqniring after 
their welfare, I missed a bright little boy with whom 
I had been on friendly terms during my former visit, 
and I asked his mother where he was. At once she 
answered, " He is in heaven !" He had been killed 
by a fall from a window. I love the religion which 
can thus inspire the heart with such a hope, and 
enable a mother, as if by instinct, to say of her 
departed child, " he is in heaven ; " because it is the 
religion of Him who said, " Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me, and forbid them not ; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven." That mother had property 
in heaven, in the person of her beloved boy; and her 
heart went up and rested on her treasure there. 
There are few homes in which there is not a vacant 
chair, and scarcely one family circle can be found in 
which there is not one little dead lamb whose loss is 
sorely felt. Some of us sadly miss those dear ones 
who were our playmates round our parents' knees. 
Brothers and sisters have had to part on the verge of 
the cold black river ; one was taken and the other 
left. Parents have been snatched away from theii 
helpless offspring by the grim foe of life. Husbandf 
and wives have had to bid each other a long farewe? 
in obedience to his relentless call. But when thef 
solemn partings take place between Christian heart 
those whose lot it is to remain a little longer hej 
and who often mourn so deeply their irreparable h 
that they could wish they had been laid with tb 
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beloved in their last long home, are not suffered 
to sorrow as those who have no hope. The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ has thrown a radiant bow of promise 
over the Christian's tomb, and the bereaved heart 
fixes its hopes on that, and looks aloft, and says, "My 
immortal riches are there ; whom I have in heaven." 
Never shall I forget the wail of parental agony uttered 
by an infidel over the death of his only child, in a 
letter to a friend, which I have lately seen. How he 
yearned to know that his boy still lived and was 
happy, and would give worlds for the hope and conso- 
lation which the Gospel imparts to the believer's heart 
under such crushing trials ! Oh ! how wretched is 
the soul who has no living treasures in heaven ! 
How desolate is the man who has no ground to 
believe that his departed friends are safely landed 
there! Christians, you ought to prize that Gospel 
which reveals a future state of bliss for you and 
yours, and which gladdens the bereaved heart with 
the bright prospect of a reunion that shall never be 
broken up with your loved ones in the better land. 
You should prize that Saviour who has brought life 
and immortality to light, and who has made such a 
desirable reunion possible. You should prize your 
friends who are now in glory, and let them be 
magnets to draw you where they are. 

But the text not only teaches that the Christian 
has property in heaven, and property in persons 
there ; it also teaches us that his heavenly treasures 
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are not all of the same value. " Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee?'* He loves with a pure undying 
love all his own friends who are the friends of his 
Eedeemer, gathered into the family circle of the 
skies. But one Person there he loves supremely. 
God as his Father and Eedeemer, God as his life 
and light, God as his everlasting and exceeding 
great reward, and God, thus revealed to him in 
Jesus Christ, is the chief possession and treasure of 
his soul in heaven. God in Christ dwells within 
him by a faith that works by love • and purifies 
his heart. God in Christ, seated on the Throne of 
Glory, and adored by the unfallen hosts, and the 
spirits of the just made perfect, is worshipped by 
him as his own Saviour, who has redeemed him by 
His blood, renewed him by His spirit, won the holiest 
affection and homage of his soul, and begotten within 
him an aspiration which will not be satisfied till he 
awakes in the image of Christ. Christ as Man and 
Christ as God, absorbs his faith, his hope, his love ; 
fills with Divine life all the powers of his being, 
floods with Divine light the whole field of his spiritual 
vision, and draws him nearer and still nearer to Him- 
self. Compared and contrasted with such a Saviour, 
all other persons, however dear, are nothing and no- 
where. His fulness of grace and glory so fixes the 
thoughts, so fills the soul and fires the heart of the 
believer as he contemplates the attractions of God in 
Christ, that he seems to ignore the very existence of 
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his friends around the Throne. "I have none in 
heaven but Thee," is the cry that bursts from his 
heart and lips. 

To many professing Christians the principal attrac- 
tions of heaven consist in its exemption from sorrow 
and its pleasures for evermore ; and much of the bliss 
which they anticipate, and rightly so, is to come from 
their renewed friendship and fellowship with their 
friends who sleep in Jesus. But to the real Christian, 
divinely enlightened and sanctified, the greatest and 
strongest attraction there is his Saviour God. It 
is because of Him our friends are not lost but gone 
before. There might be a bright and joyous heaven 
for us without them ; but, without such a God heaven 
would be an eternal impossibility. 

God in Christ in heaven is the chief treasure of the 
Christian's heart, just because He is God. All excel- 
lence centres in Him ; all goodness is inherent in His 
nature ; and all that is pure, and true, and beautiful, 
■ ever flows from Him. He is the fountain of life and 
joy, and is ever sending forth streams of life and 
gladness through the universe. He is the light of 
life to all that have ever lived hitherto, and will be to 
all that shall live through the ages of the ever-coming 
iuture. And for all that He is in Himself, the believer 
in Christ loves and adores Him as his best inherit- 
ance and chief joy in heaven. There, too, he expects 
iio witness a fuller, clearer, and ever-expanding reve- 
lation of the Divine character. It will take eternity 
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to unfold the glory of the Deity. How full and won- 
drous is the exhibition which He has already given 
us of Himself in all His works and ways, and espe- 
cially in the person and work of His Son f And yet 
how little we know of Him notwithstanding ! But the 
glory of this dispensation — in which, clear though it 
be compared with those that preceded it, we see Him 
but as through a darkened glass — ''shall be done 
away by reason of the glory that excelleth,** when we 
shall see Him face to face, and know even as we are 
known, and be increasing in our knowledge of Him 
through eternity. In heaven the soul shall enjoy 
Ood, as well as know Him, more completely than on 
earth. We are to find the chief elements of our hap- 
piness in glory, not only in learning, but in loving 
Him and enjoying His love ; in really appropriating 
Him as the indwelling joy and ever-living portion 
of our souls. The Christian enjoys Him now; but 
the full enjoyment is yet to come. To feel that God 
lives in us as our life, our hope, our joy, and that we 
live in Him and for Him, inspired with His Spirit and 
animated with His love ; that, in a small measure, is 
the Christian's heaven on earth, and that in its widest 
extent, as far as creature capacities and faculties will 
permit, is the perfection of His heaven above. Such 
an enjoyment of God on earth gradually moulds the 
soul into the likeness of Christ, and the unlimited 
and complete enjoyment of Him in heaven will carry 
on the work of transforming the human into the 
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Divine, leading the soul forward in eternal progress 
toward infinite perfection. "Nearer my God to 
Thee ; nearer to Thee," is the prayer, because such 
is the want of his soul now, and this shall be his 
aspiration while he lives in the Divine presence. In 
all that God is, in all that He has done, in all that 
He will yet do, there is the best of reasons why He 
should be prized supremely as our best treasure in 
heaven. 

" There not to one created thing 
Shall our embrace be given ; 
Bat all our J07 shall be in God, 
For only God is heaven." 

Brethren, is this the yearning desire of your 
hearts? Is God in all His perfections, as He is 
revealed in Jesus Christ, drawing you nearer to Him- 
self, and nearer to His heavenly kingdom ? Is it 
God in all His glory that makes heaven a place 
where you ardently desire to be ? 

Asaph here assures us — 

II. That God on Earth is the Chkistian's chibp 
Desire. " There is none upon earth that I desire 
beside Thee." 

The Bible vmters in their inimitable touches of 
truth and beauty, bring out in some way and in some 
place or other, correct views of man as an intellectual 
and emotional, as well as a moral and spiritual being. 
Here he is recognised and declared to be endowed 
^th a sensitive nature. One of the leading elements 

g2 
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in mind is feeling, the power of desire and the capa- 
city of eiyoying the pleasure which comes from the 
possession of desired objects. Much of human life 
on earth is made up of desire and gratification. All 
happiness flows into the soul through our sensational 
and emotional natures ; but for these pleasure would 
be to us unknown. But this world and our mental 
constitution are beautifully adapted to each other by 
our Creator. Earth and time are stored with innu- 
merable objects worthy to be desired by souls bom 
for immortality and on their way to heaven. In view 
of the appeal which they constantly make to our 
susceptibilities, along with troops of others that are 
"sensual and devilish," however fair and tempting 
to the eye, our nature is such that we — 

« Must for ever heave 
At something great, the glitter or the gold." 

It is right to cherish strong desires toward every 
object that can really satisfy the yearnings of our 
hearts in a lawful manner and for a proper purpose. 
When we consider the rich and manifold sources of 
blessing which God has prepared to gratify the de- 
sires which He has kindled in our bosoms, we feel 
constrained to say that there is little ground for the 
complaint of Dr. Watts — 

" Lord, what a wretched land is this, 
Which yields us no supplies t " 

It seems a reflection on the goodness of our great 
Father — ^though the good doctor did not mean it for 
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anything of the kind — ^for we have but to reflect, to 
look around us everywhere, to see abundant proofs 
of His interest in us, and the riches of His goodness 
lavished upon us ; and the survey cannot but evoke 
from us a grateful song of praise — " 0, Lord, the 
earth is full of Thy riches ?" " What shall I render 
unto Thee for all Thy benefits ?" " My God I thank 
Thee that I Uve!" 

Observe, however, that as it is with the Christian 
in regard to heaven and its treasures, so is it with 
respect to earth and the portion with which it sup- 
plies his soul. The best objects of his desire are not 
found in places or thiiigs, but in persons. But for 
the happiness we find in genial friends and loving 
hearts, earth would be a howling wilderness, and life 
itself intolerable. Hence our desires go out in cease- 
less longings after acquaintanceship, friendship, fel- 
lowship, and spiritual sympathy. How lonely and 
miserable must that soul be whose desires are ever 
seeking such friends and are still ungratified ! How 
wretched and lost, although he knows it not, must 
that ma^ be whose desires all centre in himself, in 
places and things, and are bounded by earth and 
time! While he ardently desires to enjoy friends 
and brethren for their own sakes, and for the sym- 
pathy and solace which they yield, refreshing and 
strengthening him on his pilgrim way, the Christian 
does not centre his supreme desires in any or all of 
them. As he esteems the Lord Christ his highest 
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treasnre in heaven, so He is the chief object that his 
heart desires to possess on earth. When put in com- 
parison with Him all others are not to be mentioned ; 
he seems to ignore them all. *' There is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee." Why is this ? We 
might reply as before, simply because He is God, the 
Centre, Source, and perpetual Giver of all good. Still 
we may briefly state a few special reasons which tend 
to show His intimate connection with the believing 
soul. He is the best guide through life. As such he 
needs God. He feels that ''it is not in man who 
walketh to direct his steps," and that only the Infi- 
nite in knowledge, wisdom and power can safely lead 
him in the paths of righteousness and in the way to 
heaven ; therefore, he conmiits his way unto the Lord 
that He may bring it to pass. He puts hid childlike 
hand in the hand of his Father and follows where He 
leads. Of Him, as the wise and faithful guide of his 
youth, his manhood, and his old age, he sings, in 
view of the remnant of his journey, because he has 
proved Him all along the path he has already trod, 
" Thou wilt guide me with Thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory." He is the best companion. 
Keeping company with Him, enjoying His presence. 
His smile, and His communion, the man is happy 
as the day is long. God dwells with the man of a 
humble and contrite spirit. His earthly home is the 
lowly Christian heart, and with such a tenant in his 
breast the Christian is never lonely. He enjoys a 
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Divine feastj and still desires more. He w the only 
Saviour. The Christian feels that he needs an 
Almighty Saviour here, a Saviour who can pardon 
sin, who can purify his soul, who can give him peace 
and joy, who can be his Defender now, and his Ee- 
deemer from sin, and death, and hell, for ever. 
Therefore, knowing that God, through Christ, alone 
ean meat the necessities of his soul, and having 
already experienced in some measure the efficacy of 
Eds saving power, he seeks to know and enjoy Him 
in all these ways still more and more, till he enjoys 
the final issues of redemption in heaven. Friend, 
can you say that for these reasons there is none on 
earth whom you desire beside ''the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ ?** 

Asaph here assures us — 

III. That God in Heaven and on Earth is the 
Christian's great Support. ''My heart and flesh 
faileth ; but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever." 

Here is a full and frank though mournful confes- 
sion of human frailty and decay. Young men, strong 
and active in body and limb, and vigorous and 
buoyant in heart and hope, behold the end of it ! 
your heart and flesh must faint and fail. The keepers 
of the house must tremble, and the strong men bow 
themselves, as the evil days come, and the years 
draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them. The powerful sinews must be unstrung, the 
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silver cord be loosed, the golden bowl be broken, and 
the wheel stand still and be shattered at the cistern. 
'' Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gjxve it," 
All this faintness of heart is but the consequence of 
the rapid development of the seeds of corruption in- 
herent in mortal man. '' All flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass ; the grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away." So 
man must bend, and wither, and decay before the 
blighting blast of death. In himself, a sinful creature, 
frail and perishing, there is no courage or power suf- 
ficient to enable him with cheerfulness to welcome 
the angel of doom — ^none. How, then, is it possible 
to vanquish the last enemy, and joyfully to confront 
the destiny that awaits him ? It is but natural for 
the heart to faint in view of the woes of age and fast 
approaching death, and we are not surprised to hear 
the complaint of the Psalmist repeated by the aged 
saint as he wears away to his eternal sunset on earth, 
and his everlasting sunrise in heaven, "My heart 
sinks ; my courage fails to brave the trials and sor- 
rows of life : I want heart now to face and encounter 
all the ills to which flesh is heir, and strength to 
bear up under the accumulating burdens of three- 
score years and ten, and to meet with confidence and 
survive with joy the shock of dissolution. In pre- 
sence of these dread realities the natural strength and 
courage of my heart give up the ghost." All creature 
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help is vain in a case like this. In God alone is help 
found, and in that solemn hour when the soul with 
giant pang is tearing at the tenderest fibres of the 
heart in its struggles after the freedom of immortality, 
even then, in spite of dissolving nature, the Christian 
enjoys his Saviour as the strength and portion of 
his heart. God is the rock and refuge, the joy and 
inspiration of his spirit. Having enjoyed Him as his 
highest treasure and chief object of desire in health, 
he enjoys Him still more lovingly present and pre- 
cious to his soul in the trying crisis of dissolution. 
He is thus animated with a new heart; he is filled 
with Divine courage and joy. God lives within 
Mm, and that gives him power to smile at death, to 
triumph over the grave, and to pass away in peace 
into the mysteries of an untried world. 

It is wondrous how this inspiration warms, and 

cheers, and supports the aged Christian's heart, even 

when the soul has so deeply lapsed away from nature 

as to have forgotten the names of wife and children. 

I have read of an old man on whose head rested the 

snows of a hundred winters, who had outlived his 

^vife, his sons and daughters, and all his relatives. 

His memory, seemingly, had nearly perished, and in 

his last days, when visited by a good man, so utterly 

Unconscious of the outward world was he, that he sat 

like a monument, lost in a torpor from which no voice 

could awake him. In early life he bad gone down to 

the depths of iniquity ; but the Lord Jesus, by His 
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Spirit, had touched his heart and raised him from the 
death and sepulchre of sin, clothed him and enabled 
him to sit in his right mind at the feet of the Great 
Teacher. 

Henceforth the moving principle of his life had 
been that of faith in Jesus, and through the long 
circuit of nearly a century he walked in company 
with the Invisible, in whom he believed. The names 
of the friends of his youth were pronounced in 
his hearing, but they were unheeded; the names of 
his children, and the name of his wife, too, but they 
touched him not, so deeply was he drawn away from 
the things of sense and time ; still he sat, statue like, 
fixed and impenetrable. At last the minister, who 
sought to rouse him, having asked if he remembered, 
and receiving at the word remembered only a dull 
melancholy shake of the head, whispered in his ear, 
" Do you know Jesus ?" At these words the statue was 
transformed into a man. The torpid senses revived, 
and the soul that was tranced away into unconscious- 
ness, awoke; the aged withered form stood up, and 
the voice broke out, tremulous and musical, almost 
like the song and echo of a star, " Know Jesus ? know 
my Eedeemer ? I know Him : I know Him ! ** The 
name that he loved the best of all in earth and 
heaven ; the name of the Great Friend and lover of 
his soul, vyith whom he had so long lived in intimate 
relations of faith, and prayer, and self-sacrifice — ^that 
name aroused him when all others failed. The love 
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of Christ still reigned in his heart, and the mention 
of that holy name had an electric power over the 
weary pilgrim, which made him rise, as from the 
dead, and stand sublime, with shining face, a living 
illustration of the power of Christ to sustain and 
cheer the fainting heart. God in Christ upheld his 
spirit, the strength of his heart, and his portion for 
ever. To all who thus believe in Him Jesus is pre- 
cious still, the unchangeable rock and treasure of 
their souls, and even when, amid the decay of nature 
and the frailty of helpless age, they forget all human 
friends and cease to be interested in all earthly 
"things, if you only breathe into their ears that blessed 
name that is enshrined and quivers in their heart's 
csore, you will awake their slumbering spirits and 
"they vrill find voice and vision. 

Brethren, only " Christ in you the hope of glory," 
^an fill and satisfy the profound necessities and capa- 
cities of your spiritual being. Only He can make life 
T)right and joyous, by being all your salvation and all 
^our desire. Only He can make heaven possible and 
attractive to you by being your chief treasure there. 
Only He can be your Saviour and your portion 
Uiroughout the endless ages. " There is none other 
name given under heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved but the name of the Lord Jesus." 
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DECT, xxxlv. 5, 6.—" So, Moses, the seryant of the Lord died there in the land of 
Hoah, according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in a valley in the 
land of Hoab,oyer against Beth-peor ; but no man knoweth of his sepulchre nnto 
this day." 

Though the inmost craving of the soul is constantly 
going out after something real and abiding, yet the 
majority of men, while seeking to embrace the sub- 
stance, merely grasp the shadow. The tendency of 
the mind is to become absorbed in what is seen 
and perishing, and to ignore the fact that we live in 
another world than that which the senses reveal, 
which teems with the highest kind of realities — ^the 
spiritual and eternal. The desire and the aim of the 
Almighty are to raise men above this dominion of the 
senses, that they may live the life of spiritual beings, 
finding their chief good in Him as the Head and 
Father of the spiritual creation. Manifold are the 
means which He uses to secure this end. Earth and 
sky are full of sounds and tokens by which He seeks 
to arrest the dull ear and the wandering eye of man, 
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and fix his thoughts on the unseen things which hem 
him in on every side. Many, solemn, and significant 
are the voices of creation and providence, and awful 
and eloquent are the appeals of inspiration by which 
He summons him to rise above the earthly life and 
influences of his animal nature, and to live the 
higher, nobler life of the soul. One of the means 
which He employs for this purpose is the removal 
from society of the great and the good. The excellent 
of the earth are taken away, not merely from the evil 
to come ; they are called up to diviner forms of life 
aud wider fields of usefulness, that the men left still 
below may feel how great a loss thqy have sustained 
in the departure of such souls into eternity ; that we 
have to do with a real God and a spirit world ; that 
a man can only be true to himself as he lives in har- 
mony with God and the laws of His invisible spiritual 
universe ; that he only is a true man whose life is 
hid with Christ in God; and that our duty is to 
depend, not on the arm of flesh, or in the wisdom of 
this world, but on the arm of Omnipotence and in the 
fountain of wisdom, for guidance and support in 
seeking to secure the great object of our existence as 
men and as nations. 

Something of the grand and supernatural dis- 
tiinguishes the character and history of the great 
xnen of the Bible. Conspicuous on its long roll of 
deathless names stand those of Enoch, Moses, and 
Elijah. These men, in their intellectual power and 
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moral majesty, stood out in bold relief from all the 
men of their times. They were spiritual heroes, 
commanders-in-chief of "the sacramental host of 
God's elect." Through life God crowned them with 
special honours, and when they had finished their 
earthly career, He wrapt around them the mantle of 
mystery, and drew them within the veil that hides 
the world of destiny from mortal eyes. Enoch, in 
the midst of ungodly men, whose wickedness was 
about to bring down the vengeance of heaven, lived 
and walked in closest fellowship with God, and he 
passed away from earth, quietly and invisibly, as the 
sun exhales the dew-drop from the opening rose. 
His mission accomplished, God's finger touched him ; 
then, calmly and sweetly, as the incense which 
ascends as an offering to God from the chalice of the 
seasons, he ascended to the regions of immortal youth 
and beauty. ** He was not, for God took him " — 
took him to be nearer to Himself. Eluah was a man 
of like passions with ourselves, but how unlike us 
in spirit and in power ! He was a man girded with 
rugged grandeur, and filled with invincible moral 
energy, He stood a faithful and invulnerable beacon 
in the midst of a surging sea of godlessness, casting 
the light of heaven on the horrors of the scene, and 
guiding the life-barques of those who feared and 
sought after God onward to their desired haven. 
As a witness for God, with fearless heart, and burn- 
ing eloquence and indignation, he reproved the 
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wickedness prevailing in high places. His soul 
was on fire with zeal for the Lord of Hosts ; and 
when his work was done, God's chariot and horses 
of fire, mysteriously symbolical of the prophet's 
character and work below, bore him aloft to God to 
the music of a whirlwind. 

MosBs, the man of God, with whom we have now 
specially to do, was faithful in all his house as a 
servant — a man possessed of a meek and quiet spirit, 
yet clothed in heroic nobleness ; a man distinguished 
by uncommon self-denial and magnanimity. He 
chose to suffer affliction with the people of God 
xather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
Se esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt, and cheerfully endured 
ihe trials and sorrows of his lot as seeing Him who 
is invisible. He has long been the patient and wise, 
the tried and trusty leader of a hard-hearted and 
wayward, an unbelieving and rebellious people. He 
has led them through the wilderness, vanquished 
many of their fiercest foes, and brought them to the 
very borders of the promised land. In that long and 
weary march he has taken but one false step ; but 
now, because of that step by which he stumbled and 
tell, he is prevented from entering on the inheritance 
of the land of rest. In presence of the wondering 
and sorrowful congregation, who behold the great, 
the reverend and holy man for the last time, at the 
command of God, he ascends the mountain of Nebo, 
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beholds far off the beauties of the land flowing with 
milk and honey, then the earthly tabernacle in which 
his great soul has passed a trying pilgrimage, is 
mysteriously taken down by unseen fingers, and his 
freed spirit soars away to take possession of its 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
God takes home his spirit to Himself, wraps up the 
frail tent in which his servant has spent the night 
of time, and buries it in a valley in the land of Moab, 
over against Beth-peor; but no man knoweth of 
his sepulchre unto this day. The seal of Divine 
secrecy rests on that unknown grave. 

I. We are taught that God Frowns upon, and 
Punishes the Sins of, Hib most Distinguished Ser- 
vants. 

Moses was one of the most distinguished men that 
ever lived. He was great in his genius and intellec- 
tual acquirements, in wisdom and in virtue. He was 
great as a general, a legislator, and a poet ; but 
greatest of all because he was good. Yet this same 
man sinned grievously against God. At the waters 
of strife he spake unadvisedly ; in his wrath against 
the people he assumed the Divine prerogative, and 
sought to glorify himself by transgressing the com- 
mand of the Lord. And now for that sin he dies ; 
dies in the midst of usefulness and honour, of mental 
and bodily vigour ; for " his eye is not dim, nor his 
natural force abated." He dies with the brightest of 
prospects opening before him; dies in sight of that 



THE UNKNOWN GRAVE. 97 

glorious Canaan which has so long filled his heart 
and fired his imagination, as the centre and goal of 
his own and his nation's earthly hopes. Sad and 
trying circumstances are these in which this great 
and good man is required to bid farewell to all he 
loves on earth, and yield up his soul to God. His 
death proclaims the heinous evil of sin. He dies in 
harmony with the principle which declares, " The 
wicked live not half their days." He dies because he 
sinned. All human greatness has its flaws and its 
failures. The most excellent character has its ugly 
blots and its serious defects ; but sin is still sin — 
that abominable thing which God hates, wherever 
and in whomsoever it is found. Christian man, dream 
not that because you have been distinguished by con- 
sistency of conduct for many years, that God will 
entirely overlook a few mistakes, errors, or failures 
which may have mingled with your services ; or that 
He will lightly esteem some one serious or flagrant 
sin of which you have been guilty, because of your 
former upright, religious life. Never imagine that 
because you ignore moral distinctions and the claims 
of that law which is holy, just, and good, that God 
will do the same. Best assured that, as certainly as 
He reigns, your sin will find you out, and pounce 
upon you like a beast of prey. Sooner or later, in 
some form or other, you must suffer the penalty 
demanded by the violated laws of the moral world. 
These laws are no respecters of persons. Tlie past 
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history of a man never alters the decree, "What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
Though God he now, in Christ, waiting to pardon the 
confessed sin of His servants. He takes care that all 
sin, forgiven or otherwise, shall prove its own severest 
punishment ; and He brands the sin of those who 
have made the greatest profession and stood highest 
in His Church as the most aggravated and heinous of 
all transgressions. Your past public confession of 
faith in Christ and attachment to Him, your past 
privileges, your mental and moral attainments, are no 
excuse for present defections in duty, or positive vio- 
lations of the laws of Christ's kingdom. They rather 
constitute and proclaim your sin a crying crime and 
the foulest enormity in the sight of God. Be not 
deceived ; He is not mocked ; your sin will draw down 
the frown and the judgment of the Almighty ; " Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall." Pear sin, fear the living God. 

In the death of Moses God demonstrates His sove- 
reign command over human existence. Our times 
and our lives are in His hand. " Thou tumest man 
to destruction," is the language of faith in the God 
of nature and providence. Moses dies, not because 
his frame is frail and worn by the power of time, . 
or the force of disease, nor as the victim of some 
mysterious accident. He dies by the special appoint- 
ment and direct intervention of his Maker. He who 
gives life is the same who prolongs it, and He asserts 
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His right and power to take it away; for what is 
death but God ? There is here the strongest reason 
why we should wait our appointed time till our 
change comes from Him. 

*' To run away is but a coward's trick. 
To run away from the world's ills, which, at \ 
The very worst, will soon blow o'er ; thinking 
To mend ourselves by boldly venturing on 
« A world unknown: to take one's' life into 

His hands, and rush .unbidden into the 
Presence of his Judge, as if he challenged 
Heaven to do His worst, and mattered not His 
Wrath — no phrensy half so desperate as this." 

Prom the fact of our absolute dependence on the 
Divine will for life, and " since unto God the Lord 
belong the issues of death," our duty and our interest 
must lie, in living on right terms with Him. To be 
prepared to die, and confront in perfect peace the 
issues of death, becomes the chief business of life; 
and to be thus prepared, you must first be qualified 
to live as Christian men, and before that life is pos- 
sible for you, "ye must be bom again." Hide your 
guilty trembling spirits in the tender mercy of God in 
Christ. Cultivate His friendship, imbibe His Spirit, 
and you will dwell in the secret place of the Most 
High, and abide under the shadow of the Almighty, 
and be able to smile at death, and sing a song of 
triumph over the opening grave. 

Because God is the Lord of life and holds in His 
right hand the keys of hell and death ; He alone can 
reveal the facts of the unseen future, the mysteries 

h2 
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of eternity, and the nature and grounds of human 
destinies. In the Gospel of His Son these facts have 
long since ceased to be mysteries. You can read 
there, in w^ords that cannot be mistaken, your pre- 
sent state and character in the sight of God, and 
learn, according as you have treated the Saviour set 
before you there, your title and prospects as a son of 
God and an heir with Jesus Christ of everlasting 
glory ; or your title and prospects as a son of per- 
dition and an heir of endless woe. There you can 
understand these things as they are revealed in God's 
own light. The urgent appeal of that revelation to 
you is this, " Soul, first know thyself as a being 
destined to exist for ever, and yet a sinful child of the 
high God, perishing in thy sins. Then know and 
trust Him as thy Saviour, acquaint now thyself vnth 
Him and be at peace, and thereby good shall come 
unto thee ; prepare to meet thy God ; then death to 
thee must bring life and yield eternal gain." 

II. We are Taught that, while Eeproving their 
Sin, God confers Special Honour on His faithful 
Servants. 

Notwithstanding his sin, Moses was a great and 
good man, a man true to the very core. Distin- 
guished alike by his genius as a statesman and a 
poet, by his prowess as a warrior, and his meekness 
and dignity as a man of God, at the close of a most 
eventful life, having finished his long and unequalled 
day's work, God calls him home to enjoy the com- 
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. plete fulfilment of His own promise, " Them that 
honour me, I will honour." He was honoured even 
by his strange death. What honour was it, some 
one asks, to be called away by death, while his eye 
was undimmed and his strength unabated ; to be 
snatched from the midst of his brethren, and torn 
from the head of his people whom he had led to the 
verge of the Holy Land ; to be prevented from enjoy- 
ing his long-desired inheritance because of sin ; to die 
a mysterious death on a mountain top, from which 
he saw the hills and valleys he must never tread ; to 
pass away like a shadow, unseen by mortal eye, and 
to be buried in an unknown grave, — what honour 
could there be in such a doom as that ? 

He wUs honoured in his life and labours to be a 
type of Jesus Christ, of whom he prophesied to 
Israel, " The Lord thy God shall raise up unto thee 
a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren 
like unto me, unto him shall ye hearken." And 
again in his death he is honoured to represent, in 
some measure, the same prophet. Christ died in the 
wilderness of this world, and died because of sin. 
But a greater than Moses is here, for Christ died, not 
for His own sin, but ours. " Himself bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree, that we being dead to 
sins should live unto righteousness." He died in 
view of the better land of promise, the inheritance 
and rest of pilgrim souls, and He died to secure it for 
the lost sons of men. 
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Moses was honoured with victory over death and 
an abundant entrance into the heavenly Canaan — 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. He betrays no reluctance to obey the 
command which bids him come up to the mountain 
top, and die, and be buried in a nameless grave. 
Calmly and quietly he ascends that hill of death. 
He neither quails with fear, nor shrinks in cowardice 
as he goes to meet his doom ; to confront his Judge 
and the realities of another world. Though he has 
sinned, and been deeply conscious of the fact, yet he 
has been long forgiven through the merits of the 
blood of Jesus Christ. He has enjoyed by faith a 
safe refuge for his soul in that wondrous revelation 
of God's character which he received when -he was 
placed in the cleft of the rock, and saw in part the 
Divine Majesty pass by, and heard the name of the 
Lord proclaimed. In that "name which is above 
every name" he put his trust, and was not con- 
founded. He found that Jehovah was, indeed, " the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious " to him, "forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin." And now, into the 
hands of his Saviour, he commits his spirit, and 
passes away to the lustrous destiny reserved for those 
" who are kept by the power of God, through faith, 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time." 
Trust in God, as He is revealed in Jesus Christ, can 
alone give peace, and joy, and triumph in the hour of 
death. Brother, you can only vanquish 'death as he 
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did, — by a living faith in the living Christ, as your 
Eedeemer. You can only inherit the patrimony of 
the sons of God, and share the joys of heaven, by 
Uving like him, a man of faith, a man of prayer, and 
a man of God. 

He was honoured in his burial. It is true that no 
military procession with arms reversed followed the 
funeral car of this unequalled general. No riderless 
steed in mournful mood, with slow and measured 
pace, kept time with the booming of the muffled 
drums to the music of the dead march. True, this 
poet, philosopher, statesman, and warrior was not 
laid to rest in some great cathedral aisle, beneath the 
sculptured marble, on which ''the dim religious 
light " might fall, and over which the banners he 
had won might hang in solemn triumph, and where 
the grateful tears of his nation for ages to come 
might be shed as tributes to his memory. " No 
storied urn nor animated bust " has ever marked 
the spot where his body was laid to slumber in 
the lap of earth. Yet, were not honours conferred 
on him which never were given to another ? For who 
dug the unknown sepulchre for the great departed ? 
Who but the angels, those ministering spirits, who 
are sent forth to minister to the heirs of salvation ? 
And, though no human eye was permitted to behold 
the sight, was not his the grandest funeral cortege 
that ever followed a mortal to the tomb ? For who 
but the angels, in solemn state and noiseless pro- 
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cession, bore him down from the top of Mount Nebo 
to his lonely resting-place ? Methinks those holy 
watchers would be proud of such an honour, and 
be glad to scoop with their hands, and baptize and 
consecrate with their tears, the grave of Moses, the 
man of God. They honoured themselves in doing 
honour to him. But greater honour than creatures 
could bestow awaited him. For who laid his noble head 
to rest on its last earthly pillow ? It was God Him- 
self. "He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab." 

" And had he not high honour, 

The hill-side for a pall, 
To lie in state while angels wait 

With stars for tapers tall ; 
And the dark rock-pines, like tossing plnmes, 

Over his bier to wave, 
And God's own han4 in that lonely laud, 

To lay him in his grave ? " 

Buried by the hand of God ! What honour could 
compare with that ? Well could he dispense with 
stone and epitaph, and well could he ajQford to be 
left alone in the solitude of the hiding-place where 
His Maker had laid him. A fitter consummation this 
to the great man's life than if, as the successor of 
Pharaoh, he had been embalmed and buried with 
all the pomp of Egypt in the sepulchre of her kings. 
He was honoured by the concealment of his grave. 
'* No man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day." 
No man knows it ; but it appears that the Devil 
knew it, for Jude tells us he contended with the 
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archangel Michael about the body of Moses. The 
adversary of God and man evidently wished to dis- 
close the hidden grave for the purpose of drawing the 
Israelites into idolatry, but was prevented by a higher 
power. The people who bowed down to the golden 
calf and worshipped the brazen serpent were the 
very persons, had they only known the right spot, 
to rear an altar and pay religious homage to the 
greatest man their nation had produced. They would 
have worshipped him instead of God. To prevent 
this crime and lead them to own His supremacy, 
God wisely concealed the grave of his distinguished 
servant. And that servant whose life and labours 
formed one stem protest against idolatry, and an 
emphatic appeal for the worship of Jehovah, would 
have been restless in his grave had they attempted 
to rear a shrine for him. He would have felt insulted 
had such a dishonour been shown to God, for his 
honour and that of his Lord were one. It is well 
for men that "it is the glory of God to conceal a 
matter." We should be thankful that He keeps 
His own secrets, and that our knowledge respecting 
many things is so limited. The most disastrous 
consequences would certainly ensue if men could 
read the workings of each others' minds, if they knew 
the condition of their friends in the unseen world, 
if they could perceive the hosts of spiritual beings 
that constantly surround them, or were told the 
exact time of their own death or the end of the 
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world. Our limited faculties and our very ignorance 
thus save us from an ever-flowing tide of troubles. 
What we would be certain to abuse, God wisely hides 
from human ken. Let the grave of Moses, therefore, 

** Speak to these curious hearts of ours, 

Aod teach them to be stilL 
God hath His mysteries of grace, 

Ways that we cannot tell ; 
He hides them deep, like the sacred sleep 

Of him He loved so well." 

** Secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; but 
those things which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law." That is the declaration of Moses 
himself to Israel, and through them to us. Let 
us be content and wise, to search and know, to 
believe and obey, the revealed will of God in Christ, 
and let hidden things alone. If we strive, by the help 
of the Holy Spirit, to make the most of that last and 
best revelation of God to man, we have the assurance 
that what we know not now we shall know hereafter. 

God honoured His faithful servant by calling him 
forth to be an eye-witness of the majesty of Jesus 
Christ. Ages had rolled away since he was gathered 
to his fathers, and with these ages had waxed, and 
waned, and passed away the glory of that dispensa- 
tion of which he was honoured to be the human head 
and founder. The fulness of time had come, and 
the greater Prophet than MoseS had appeared to 
inaugurate a new order of things— an economy before 
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the brightness of whose rising the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion should disappear like mists before the splendour 
of the sun. It has been supposed that immediately 
after his burial the body of Moses was raised from 
the dead, reanimated, and borne, like Elijah, to 
heaven to escape corruption. The idea is at least 
plausible. At any rate, in company with Elijah, 
the one representing the law and the other the 
prophets, he appeared in bodily form to behold the 
glory and to own the superiority of Jesus Christ as 
the Head and founder of the Christian Church, and 
the dispensation of redeeming grace. At the call 
of God he came forth from his unknown grave before 
the dawn of the resurrection mom, 

" And stood with glory wrapt around 
On the hills He never trod ; 
And spoke of the strife that won our life 
Through Christ the incarnate God." 

God honoured His servant by giving him a nobler 
monument than ever was chiselled by a sculptor's 
hand. Moses needed no bronze or marble statue 
to keep alive his fame. God has ordained that 
human influence shall never perish ; that " the just 
shall be held in everlasting remembrance, while the 
tnemory of the wicked shall rot." Moses has been 
tnore truly aUve since he died than when he lived 
among men. He lives and works on earth still, by 
the uncommon moral power which he continues to 
\neld over the minds, the *life, and the destiny of 
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multitudes. By the grace of God he was enabled 
to rear his own monument. That monument con- * 
sists in the holy life which he led, the matchless 
deeds he performed, the spiritual influence he has 
all along been exei-ting, and the wondrous books 
which he wrote and left behind him. 

" For never earth's philosopher 
Traced with his golden pen, 
On the deathless page, truths half so sage 
As he wrote down for men.'' 

And there they remain, the heirs of immortal youth 
and imperishable fame, incorporated with the volume 
of the Book of which it is affirmed, all sceptical 
carping hot withstanding, ** The Word of the Lord 
endureth for ever." Thus it is ever true that the 
good alone are great, and their real greatness is 
never seen and appreciated till they die ; it is only 
then that they truly begin to live. Then, though 
their footfalls are heard no more on the stage of 
time, and their personal presence is unseen in this 
lower theatre of action, by their deathless thoughts 
they speak with voices as of trumpets talking to us ; 
and the waves of their spiritual influence continue to 
roll on, to lave and bless the world, unceasing as 
the flow of the eternal sea. " They are the dead but 
sceptred sovereigns who still rule us from their urns." 
What, then, is the conclusion of the whole matter ? 
It is this: Would you triumph over death, and rise 
in peace and joy to heaven ? You must trust im- 
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plicitly in Jesus Christ as your Saviour, as living, 
suffering, dying, and vanquishing death for you. 
Would you be saved from sin, and death, and hell, 
and be carried by angels to the bosom of your 
Father and your God ? Like Moses, you must take 
refuge by faith in the revelation which He has given 
of Himself to you in the Cross of His Son, and let 
His love to you be the master-principle of your 
being, and His glory the chief aim of your life. Trust 
thus in Him; then, what though you should die 
unheeded by the living, and no friend should seek 
in that trying hour to cheer your fainting heart, and 
cool your burning brow ? What though your humble 
ashes be d.oomed to lie trampled in a nameless and 
forgotten grave? He^who made the unknown grave 
of Moses safe, will watch your sleeping dust, and 
will raise it again to be the pure temple of your 
glorified soul. Trust in Him, and you will rise 
above the darkness of death and the shadows 
of the grave to share the honour and the glory of 
your Eedeemer throughout the blessed evermore? 
Would you leave an influence behind you that will 
continue to tell on behalf of all that is good, and 
an influence which you will not be ashamed to face 
in its results at the judgment seat of Christ ? Then 
you must be a man of God — a Christian man. Like 
Moses, you must live and work, and fight, and 
endure, as seeing Him who is invisible. Your life 
must be completely consecrated to the Lord Jesus ; 
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you must live in an unbroken union and harmony 
with Him. That alone can give you moral beauty 
and spiritual power. 

That was a glorious sunset on the hill of Nebo ; 
for, while that sun went down in darkness, mystery, 
and death, it set only to rise and shine with greater 
and ever-growing splendour in a brighter sky than 
ours. Unsaved man, you may die in sight of the 
promised land ; you may perish in view of the gates 
of heaven ; you may go down to the depths of the 
second death from the very threshold of the king- 
dom of God. You are not far from the kingdom 
of God, for that kingdom has come nigh unto you, 
revealing the righteousness and the mercy of God 
in Christ to save your soul. But, refuse to enter 
that kingdom, resolve never to trust in Jesus and 
follow Him, continue to neglect the great salvation 
which He is pressing on your acceptance, and ere 
long your sun must go down in endless ruin and 
immortal woe — down into that great darkness beyond 
which there is no dawn. Be wise in time. Let 
the Gospel of love and the Spirit of grace win you 
into the enjoyment of reconciliation with God through 
Jesus Christ, while it is possible; and when the 
awful gloom of mortality settles down upon you, and 
seals up your eyes in their last long sleep, your 
ransomed spirit shall rise and soar away '* to be 
with Christ, which is far better ;" 

" Where the spring tides of glory eternally roll, 
And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul/' 
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Matt. xiv. 24—27.—" But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with 
waves; for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw him walking 
on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit ; and they cried out for fear. 
But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer ; it is I ; be 
not afraid." 

Friendship and social intercourse furnish some of the 
sweetest cups of bliss which we are permitted to taste 
on earth. We have been made for society, to promote 
its happiness, and to share its joys ; and this world 
presents few sadder scenes than that of an aged man, 
bereaved of family and friends, and returning to his 
cheerless cottage after he has buried the wife of his 
youth, the last of all his race. Tottering and slow he 
reaches the threshold of his door and stands — 

" No foot, no voice, is heard within. None comes 
To meet him where he oft had met a wife. 
And sons and daughters, glad at his return: 
He stands in solitude — in solitude 
Wide as the world ; for all that made to him 
Society, has fled beyond its bounds." 
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Such a wreck of fondest hopes surrounds him; 
such an unmitigated desolation lies before him as 
almost breaks his heart. 

But there is a sight sadder still. It is to see a 
man made for social intercourse, to be happy him- 
self, and to make others happy, becoming, like Byron, 
through moral perversity, so unhuman as to be cut 
off from all sympathy with society ; so cursed by a 
heartless misanthropy as to be forced to exclaim, as 
he buried his favourite dog, " I have but one friend 
in all the world, and there he lies!" This is far 
more melancholy than the other. 

We have been made for society, and if we would 
be true men we must let our human sympathies flow 
out, as God designed them, to bless society around 
us. If we would be true men, we must mingle with 
our brothers as Jesus Christ did, and strive to bless 
them in body and soul like Him, according to our 
opportunities and abilities. Think not that Christian 
character, that holiness, is too pure a thing to mix 
with the. world in its sinfulness and its rough every- 
day work. Your religious character ought to be 
developed, and your spiritual nature should be im- 
proved ; you should be growing up into the fulness of 
the stature of Christ, because of your daily contact 
with your fellow men and the world's sins and 
sorrows. 

Still, though we are social beings, and though, as 
Christians, our new life and character should be con- 
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stantly strengthened and ennobled because of our 
active and loving connection with society, it is well 
to remember that the highest life of the soul will 
become dwarfish and shrivelled, unless we have our 
seasons of solitude. No man was more intensely 
social than Jesus Christ, and yet He felt that He 
needed seasons of complete seclusion from the world, 
in which He might hold unrestricted communion 
with God, and receive fresh strength to fit Him for 
carrying out His mighty enterprise to a successful 
issue. He has just been associating with multitudes 
of starving men and women. He has proved how 
deeply He sympathises with them by feeding them 
with bread provided by His miraculous power. Night 
draws on ; He sends the people away ; bids His dis- 
ciples go before Him to the other side of the lake ; 
then He goes up into a mountain apart to pray. If 
Jesus, the sinless One, needed times of retirement for 
holy meditation and prayer, how much more do we ? 
Is it not true that the world is too much with us, 
that early and late, and by too close attention to its 
pursuits, we sadly waste our spiritual powers ? Let 
us take Christ for our example here. The leading 
theme, however, of this passage is, Christ's relation to 
struggling Christians. Around this, as a centre, let 
us group the chief lessons which the narrative 
teaches. Observe — 

I. We aee taught that Connection with Chbist 
DOES not Exempt His Followebs fbom Tbials. 
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These twelve men in that little boat, so rudely 
buffeted by adverse winds and waves, are the brethren 
of Jesus Christ. He has owned them as His friends. 
They are allied to Him by the holiest ties ; yet He 
has warned them, that though He loves them with a 
love that many waters cannot quench, and though all 
pDwer is His in heaven and on earth, it is to be 
through much tribulation that they shall enter His 
kingdom ; and now they are called to experience the 
truth of His words in a scene that is to fore- 
shadow the trials of their future history. He is not 
with them, and they are exposed to danger. They 
have toiled all night and made no progress. " They 
are tossed with the waves for the wind is contrary." 
The crew of that frail vessel represent the Church of 
Christ, and their position is a type of the Christian's 
lot still. Launched on the boisterous sea of time, it 
is to be through hard conflict with opposing moral 
powers that we are to make our way toward the 
smiling shores of the better land. Make up your 
minds, my brethren, that though you be the followers 
of Jesus, that though you are dear to God as the apple 
of His eye, you cannot escape the storms and cala- 
mities of life. So long as you are at sea and not at 
home, you must expect one trial after another, like 
billow upon billow, to come rolling on against you, 
to obstruct your progress. You need not count on 
the constant luxury of fine weather and fair wind. 
You are in a state of trial, and by contrary winds you 
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must be tossed on the waves. Well for you shall it 
be, if, through all the darkness of the night and the 
fury of the storm, you are true to Him who has 
called you to pass over to the other side. Take care 
that you are ever in the path of duty, that none of 
the evils with which you have to contend are caused 
by your own folly and sin, and you need never de- 
spair. You shall yet have cause to sing, " The Lord 
that is on high is mightier than the mighty waves of 
the sea." He will not do less for you than He did 
for His little Church when tossed on the angry deep. 
Prom the mountain, where He has spent the night 
in prayer, Jesus sees His disciples in the gray dawn 
of the morning struggling hard with wind and tide 
on the Galilean lake. He has been gathering strength 
from communion with God. They, in their weakness, 
are the sport of the unfriendly elements. As the 
perfect and true Man He goes forth from His 
devotional retreat, with a heart full of sympathy for 
His distressed friends, to prove Himself the brother 
of consolation and the friend in need. As the Divine 
Man, to whom every knee should bow. He walks on 
the heaving billows as calmly and securely as com- 
mon men tread the solid ground. Yea, at the touch 
of " those blessed feet " that afterward " were nailed 
for our advantage to the bitter tree," those waves 
that lately tossed their hoary manes, like raging 
lions, now crouch in tame submission, and confess 
their Maker's power and presence. The distress and 

i2 
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struggles of His people elicit the compassion and 
the aid of the Saviour still. Let Christians only see 
to it that they are where He would have them to be, 
and seeking, in their proper sphere, to carry out His 
holy will, and they may rest assured that when trials 
befall, when dangers threaten and enemies assail 
them, He will interpose on their behalf; then all 
opposing powers must vanish, or become His servants 
to convey blessings instead of curses to His friends, 
when He comes forth to their assistance, clothed with 
Omnipotence and mighty to save. Observe — 

II. We ABE Taught that Ghbist sometimes Appeabb 
Unexpectedly to struggung Christians, and they are 
APT TO Mistake His Presence and Manifestations. 
" When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea 
they were troubled ; saying, it is a spirit, and^they 
cried out for fear." 

These men were not free from gross error and 
superstition. They had, as yet, but very limited and 
indistinct ideas concerning spiritual things. They had 
caught but a glimpse of the true light, and, because 
of their defective culture they saw men only *'as 
trees walking." In common with their countrymen 
they believed in apparitions. And now that they are 
placed in circumstances of sore trial and peril, rock- 
ing, as it were, on the verge of a yawning abyss, they 
are naturally alarmed at the uncommon appearance 
of a human form walking towards them on the sea. 
They seem to imagine that it is some spirit sent as 
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the harbinger of destiny — a messenger from Hades, 
oome to lead them down into the silent land. They 
have forgotten the power of Christ so lately displayed 
in feeding five thousand people with a few loaves and 
fishes, and in their perplexity they have ignored the 
fact of His deep and abiding interest in them, so 
they have practically, by a forgetfulness which is 
virtual ujibelief, "limited the Holy One of Israel." 

It is often so still. Though Jesus manifests Him- 
self to them as He does not to the world, Christians 
often fail, in seasons of trouble, temptation, and 
suffering, to recognise the personal presence and gra- 
cious manifestations of their Saviour. This arises 
from the common evil of having their attention too 
much occupied with themselves, their trials, and 
griefs. They forget to look out and look up for help 
to TTJTYi who is ever a refuge for the oppressed in time 
of trouble, and who has promised to succour them in 
the hour of need. They are apt to forget, too, that 
He adapts the communication of His blessings to the 
peculiar circumstances and necessities of His people, 
and that it is not always what they imagine will be 
best for them in their particular case that reaUy is 
so. It thus happens that because prayer is often 
answered in another form than they expected, they 
are inclined to be displeased, and to repine at the 
answer given, or to conclude that no answer has been 
sent at all. Is it any marvel, then, that souls so 
much engrossed with themselves and their difficulties. 
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SO unmindful of the character of Christ, still strong 
in His immortal love to them, and so forgetful of the 
purpose for which He keeps them in a scene of con- 
flict, and His promise to make His grace sufficient 
for them, and His right to perfect His strength in 
their weakness, when and how He sees best, should 
fail to realize in their various trials the presence of 
the Son of Man, and to look on these trials as the 
cross which they are called to bear for Him who bore 
a heavier cross for them ? In such a state of mind 
they cannot value the ills of life at their proper 
worth. They do not regard them, and hence they do 
not improve them, as the best means of promoting the 
highest species of spiritual culture. They have for- 
gotten that they, like the Master whose name they 
bear, are to be "made perfect through suffering." 
Viewed and used aright, we may truly say that — 

'* All want, woe, weariness, and pain; each care, each mortal load, 
Are in the many linked chain that draws earth up to God." 

But false or imperfect views of Christ, His pro- 
mises, and purposes, will produce their native fruit 
in the mind of the Christian, as well as in that of 
the mere worldling. The results of unbelief are 
always evil, and that only. Placed in trying cir- 
cumstances and unexpected dangers, face to face 
with death, there is trouble in the soul, and the 
cry of terror on the pallid lips. To know Him as 
He really is in all His saving relations to the 
individual spirit; to trust implicitly in His un- 
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changing love, and to rely with unwavering faith on 
His constant presence, ability, and willingness to 
bless ; to rest assured that He will keep His word, 
and make ''all things work together for good to 
them that love Him," and will bring them off " more 
than conquerors ** in the end ; is to be at perfect 
peace. The doubter '* is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed. Let not that man 
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." 
Observe — 

in. Wb ABE Taught that the Personal EeveiiA- 
TioN OP Christ alone fully Meets the case of Per- 
plexed AND Struggling Christians. Nor is it long 
till He gives it. "Be of good cheer; it is I : be not 
afraid." He is in such tender haste to calm their 
troubled spirits that He cannot take time to assure 
them that it is Himself, and not an apparition, till 
He has charmed away their fears and ended their 
suspense by these gracious words, "Be of good 
cheer." The mind that would receive Christ and 
enjoy intelligently the salvation which He brings, 
must recieve Him in deep and hallowed serenity. 
Hence He always comes, both to the saint and the 
sinner, in the first instance, with a message of love 
and gladness fitted to dispel the fear and calm the 
commotions of the mind, and to lead it to fix its 
thoughts, its faith, and hope with intelligence and 
confidence on Himself, as all its salvation and all 
its desire. The glorious assurance, " It is I," gives 
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the best of reasons why the hitherto distracted soul 
should cast its fears to the wind. " I, who hold 
the winds in My fist, and the waters in the hollow 
of My hand. I, the Eedeemer, mighty to save unto 
the uttermost. I, the Prince of Peace, and the 
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother. I, whose 
potent hand sustains the keys of hell and death. 
In Me ye shall have peace ; be of good cheer : I have 
overcome the world." A living, personal Saviour, 
God revealed in the person of His Son, is the only 
hope of humanity. We all feel that, as men and 
as souls, the great joys and hopes, the fears and 
sorrows that thrill and agitate our hearts, centre 
in persons. By the persons to whom we stand 
variously related, life is made bright and joyous, or 
turned into gloom and sadness. Our real wealth 
is found in true personal friends; they are more 
precious than rubies. So all the aspirations and 
hopes of souls needing and seeking salvation ter- 
minate on a personal Eedeemer. We need a Saviour 
who is at once true man and true God. The wealth 
of our immortal minds is found in a personal God 
in Christ. This alone meets our case. In the 
Gospel of love this Saviour is constantly revealing 
Himself to us as He did to His storm-tossed brethren, 
** Be of good cheer ; it is I.'' To embraxse Him in 
the arms of our faith as our own and only Saviour, 
is to be satisfied with His saving grace^ and enriched 
with the treasures of the Infinite. 



BE OF GOOD CHEER. 121 

"Be not afraid;" that is an epitome of the 
mission and Gospel of Jesus. Fear is the first-bom 
child of sin, and the sinner is transformed into a 
coward and slave by his own guilt. Fear paints 
before his soul the picture of a dark and dismal 
future, whose gloom is unbroken only by the lurid 
glare of the wrath to come ; while virtue, like an 
ill-used, yet forgiving sister, follows him wherever 
he flies, and ever points to heaven. To cast out this 
fear of the just penalty of sin is part of the meaning 
of the work of Christ, and the practical aim of His 
Gk)spel. "Fear not, for behold I bring you glad 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to you and to 
all people ; for unto you is born a Saviour who is 
Christ the Lord." That is the sum and substance 
of the Gospel, an assurance given to every man 
that God, in mercy, has provided a Saviour for him 
just because he is a sinner, and that since Christ 
has lived, suffered, died, and risen again, he need 
not tremble with fear on account of his sins. In 
Christ there is the best reasons for peace and joy 
instead of fear. "Be it known unto you, there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this Man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by 
Him all that believe are justified from all things 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." Fear must be banished from the soul 
that believes in Christ ; for, in believing, pardon 
. and justification are secured, and the peace of God 
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which passeth all understanding keeps the heart and 
mind. 

Bat men are subject to other fears than that of 
the punishment of sin. They tremble with fear in 
view of death, as in the case before us. Here, again, 
these blessed words, "It is I ; be not afraid," meet 
the case of all such. They tell ns of One who u 
more than a match for the king of terrors. " For 
this purpose the Ron of God was manifested that 
through death He might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them 
who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage." By His death Christ has 
virtually " abolished death." So complete is His 
victory that, when the Christian, who may have been 
all his life long girding on his armour for the last 
donflict, descends into the battle plain, he finds that, 
after all, there is no foe there ! All thanks to Him 
who has spoiled and scourged away the adversary, 
and whose presence lights up the dark valley and 
converts it into a flowery pathway which leads to the 
paradise of God. "It is I; be not afraid:" that 
is the Divine antidote to the curse of sin and the 
fear of death. To lay hold on that is to be happy 
and safe for ever. Observe — 

IV. — ^We are Taught that Christ allows Ex- 
perience TO TEACH Self-confident Disciples their 
OWN Weakness. 

Filled with new-bom confidence and joy by the 
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personal revelation of Christ, the strange, impul- 
sive, generous-hearted, hut forward Peter, exclaims, 
" Lord, if it be," or rather, " since it is Thou, bid 
me come unto Thee on the water." There is some- 
thing like great faith indicated here; but there is 
something notiunlike blustering self-importance too. 
He knows that he has no right to make such an 
attempt without the invitation, so he makes a speech 
for permission. The reply his Master gives is short 
and satisfactory, — " Come." Strong in confidence 
the Apostle starts and firmly walks towards Jesus 
on the bosom of the heaving sea. All is well while 
he thinks not of himself or the nature of surroundiiig 
dangers. He is safe while he continues to make 
progress, and keeps looking to Jesus. But here 
begins the illustration of human fickleness. Lately, 
with the rest of the disciples, he was terrified at the 
unusual phenomenon of a person walking on the 
water. His fear gave place to faith when he was 
assured that person was his Lord. Now his faith 
gives up the ghost, and fear seizes him again in 
its giant grasp, when he looks away from Christ, 
and fixes his attention on the boisterous wind, the 
roaring billows, and the dangers to which he is 
exposed. Fear is a coward. Doubt is a heartless, 
nerveless, shaking thing. So soon has Peter for- 
gotten that Christ is Master of the elements of 
nature, and that His word is sufficient authority 
for pressing toward Him in spite of wind and waves. 
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As a necessary result of his unbelief he has lost all 
power to move, and is alarmed lest he should perish 
in the very presence of Christ. All this comes 
from looking away from Jesus. What seems to be 
great faith, therefore, may be defective after all; 
it is apt to be inconstant, a thing of feeling more 
than of intellect, and therefore a thing of fits and 
starts. The feeble flame, if steady and abiding, has 
more of heaven's glory in it than all the flashing 
splendours of meteoric lights. 

Peter begins to sink. The fisherman's skill in 
swimming is gone. Fear is a tyrant. " Fear hath 
torment." Doubt is weakness and utter defeat. He 
feels his helplessness. He is overcome, and cries for 
aid. Doubt has not heart to brave the storm; to 
rise above the biUows ; and to walk the waters like 
a thing of life. It must go down. Here is a striking 
proof that experience keeps a dear school ; and that 
fools and self-willed men will learn in no other. It 
is true of us all, that there are things which others 
cannot teach us by precept or example. There are 
lessons which, because we will not be taught by 
others, we must learn for ourselves by weary toil and 
dearly bought experience. But, under Christ, ex- 
perience is a model school for training souls fojr 
future nobility and usefulness, on earth and in 
heaven. 

The position of Peter is now humiliating. He 
must feel it to be so after making such a demon- 
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stration of his faith in presence of his Lord and 
brethren. It was foolish in a mere man to seek to 
reverse the laws of nature to gratify an impulsive 
whim. It is more foolish stiU to yield to doubt and 
fear, after he has had Divine authority for making 
the attempt, and felt that the power of Christ has 
upheld him so far on his watery way. Clearly the 
man needs teaching, such as no form of words can 
impart ; and experience has certainly given him this 
lesson, — self-confidence and presumption, ostentation 
and unbelief shall be humbled. It is a lesson for us aU. 
Looking unto Jesus constantly for guidance and grace; 
for light and strength, is the one indispensable con- 
dition of Christian progress, and of sure triumph over 
all the trials and troubles of life. We must be strong 
in faith, giving glory to God, and not to ourselves. 
Observe — 

V. We are taught the Eesponsk which Christ 
GIVES TO THE Cry OF Despair. " Lord, save me ! ** 
was the cry of the drowning man. That cry implies 
confidence in the power and willingness of Christ 
to save. Faith once more begins to bum on the 
altar of his soul. What a brief period it takes to 
bring out so many varied aspects of human cha- 
racter, and the changeableness of human nature; 
and that in an intimate friend of Christ. What a 
blessed thing for man that the Lord Jesus is im- 
mutable! That He pities our weakness; deals not 
with us according to our treatment of Him, but is 
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willing to forgive our waywardness till the very last. 
" Lord save me ! " is a cry which, when it comes 
from the depths of an earnest, penitent and confiding 
spirit, never appeals to Him in vain. But, it is only 
when men really see their danger and feel their need 
of Him, that such a prayer ascends to the Bedeemer. 
They have only to utter that cry, to discover that He 
has all the time been waiting and anxious to save 
them. But He cannot save sinners till they are 
anxious and willing to be saved by Him. When they 
are thus prepared, and appeal to Him as their only 
hope, at once He extends His saving hand, and 
plucks them from the jaws of ruin. He immediately 
stretched forth His hand, and caught the sinking 
Peter. " He is plenteous in mercy." " He is nigh 
unto all them that call upon Him in truth ; He also 
will hear their cry, and will save them.*' 

The humbled Apostle would, doubtless, expect a 
sharp reproof for his unbelief. But reproofs fall 
gently from the lips of Christ, on the spirits of His 
erring people. He merely says, " thou of little 
faith ! wherefore didst thou doubt ? " But it is 
enough. That faith, by its very failure, had proved 
how little it was compared with its first great and 
promising indications. A stalwart and a manly 
faith is not that which expends itseK in spasmodic 
displays. It is the faith which, in spite of all diflB- 
culties, endures unto the end. This is the faith which 
Christ crowns, because it overcomes. "Wherefore 
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didst thou doubt ?" was put to let Peter see wherein his 
error and his failure lay. There was a reason for his 
doubt: it was his looking away from Christ. But 
there was no good reason why he should cease to 
look to Him: no good reason for his doubting the 
power, the faithfulness and love of Him whom he 
had so lately seen hushing the tempest into peace, 
and whose invitation called him to come to Himself 
walking on the sea. There was every good reason 
for him to rest with unshaken faith, on the word and 
omnipotence of the Son of God. His case proclaims 
this truth to us, that doubt, in the great trying 
scenes and solemn struggles of life, is a feeble, 
paralytic thing. It wants a heart. It never was, 
and it never can be equal to, much less master of, a 
crisis in the history of a soul. Its nature and its 
destiny alike decree that it must go down like lead in 
the mighty deep, when it is brought into collision 
with adverse powers. Do you wish to come off 
victorious in the battle of life ? You must be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His might. You 
must be strong in the faith which is Christ Jesus; 
for ** this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even your faith." Observe — 

VI. We are Taught that the Personal Eevela- 
TioN OF Christ claims the Worship of Men. " When 
they were come into the ship the wind ceased ; then 
they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
Him, saying, of a truth Thou art the Son of God." 
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His presence gives a sense of security and settled 
peace to all on board; and His wondrous works 
elicit their profoundest homage. They have beheld 
the proof of His Divinity, and now they cannot 
withhold the worship due to the Almighty. They 
have read and believed that it is God alone who 
"treadeth upon the waves of the sea." They know 
that Moses and Elijah must have had the waters 
parted before them by the power of an Invisible 
Hund ; and now, that the unseen Jehovah is mani- 
fested to them in human form, what is left for them 
but to worship Him in spirit and in truth ? They 
worship, and lo! their worship is not rejected. 
Proof this, beyond dispute, if He be a holy man, 
that He is something more ; and, therefore, what he 
claims to be — Divine — and entitled to equal honour 
with the Father who has sent Him. This is the 
practical design of the mission of Christ — ^to secure, 
by the revelation of God in all His grace, through the 
person of His Son, the constant, holiest worship of 
iiumanity. God has come forth in the form of man 
io win our hearts from the worship of self and sin, 
and to induce us to worship Himself alone in the 
beauty of holiness. Through Christ he seeks to 
secure our love and allegiance by presenting His own 
seK-sacrificing love to us, that we, feeling the force of 
its eloquent appeal, and constrained by the sacred 
and imperial motives that come streaming from His 
cross, may gratefully present ourselves unto Him as 
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"living sacrifices, holy, and acceptable unto God, 
which is our reasonable service." 

There are aspirations in the soul of man which 
reach out and soar away toward the Infinite ; but the 
natural imperfection of his finite being makes it 
impossible, at least with anything like satisfaction to 
himself, to worship God as the Infinite One. The 
human intellect reels and staggers in the attempt to 
grasp the idea of the Infinite. How then can we 
worship it ? And yet we feel assured that there is 
and must be a Being Infinite in every attribute and 
excellence, and worthy of all worship. It does not 
satisfy the necessities of our nature any better to 
represent God as the Infinite Spirit; and to claim 
our homage for Him as such. For what notion can 
we form of an Infinite Spirit, who know so little of 
our own ? These conceptions and representations of 
God seem too vast and ethereal, too cold and vague, 
to gratify the inborn desires of the soul for something 
human, in the supreme object of its worship. We 
want a Being, who, through a nature like our own, 
but free from sin, can sympathise with us in our 
struggles and perplexities, in our wants and woes ; 
and whom we can understand and trust so fully, that 
He shall be to us " the chief est among ten thousand 
and altogether lovely," around whom our affections 
and hopes may be entwined for time and eternity. 
And, rather than seek to be content with worshipping 
an infinite idea or abstraction, or even an Infinite 

K 
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Spirit, let us go, like sensible savages, io the woods, 
and cut down a tree, and make for ourselves a 
graven image, which may help us, in some measure, 
to raise our thoughts toward the Eternal ; and assist 
us to worship, with spiritual profit, the unseen 
Father of our spirits. There is more sense in idol 
worship, after all, than many good people seem to 
imagine. It is not always the idol, but the being, 
or the ideas symbolised, that is adored. Through 
the visible form, presented to the bodily eye, the 
thoughts and feelings of the worshipper are drawn 
out, and fixed on what he believes to be some great 
invisible reality, to which he can hopefully ap- 
peal in his weakness and want ; and which has a 
right to be honoured as supreme in the government 
of his affairs. Our limited faculties and capacities 
seem to require the presentation to them, in personal 
presence, or infallible testimony, of a substantial 
form, with which we are familiar, as the medium 
through which God reveals Himself to us, and by 
which we may be enabled to apprehend, to love and 
worship Him as the Infinite Spirit. But, let us be 
glad that we do not need to follow the example of 
the heathen, in worshipping, even as a medium, the 
works of our hands. These poor material images, 
of corruptible and dead things, cannot represent the 
being, nor reveal the glory of the uncorruptible 
and living God. Through the Person of His Son, 
God has come forth and adapted Himself to the 
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wants and natural imperfection of our minds. ** God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself." 
Christ, as "the desire of all nations," has come to 
meet the necessities of our nature in this all-im- 
portant matter. He took our nature for this pur- 
pose. He wore it while on earth, aijd took it with Him 
to His throne. He is man, and He is God ; and, as 
Emmanuel, God with us, He has brought the Father 
out to view. In His own Person He represents God 
to us, and represents us to God. In Him we have a 
Mediator who has aU the feelings of a Brother, and 
all the resources of the Godhead at command to 
bless us. Through Him God has come near to us 
in mercy, that we might draw near to Him with true 
hearts and in fuU assurance of faith ; and worship 
Him in filial confidence and love, with reverence and 
godly fear. "He is the image of the invisible God, 
that among all He might haye the pre-eminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fulness dweU." 

Seeing, then, that we have such a glorious mani- 
festation of God in Christ, giving Himself a sacrifice 
for our sins; that our Saviour is our Brother and 
our "Advocate with the Father;" that "we have a 
great High Priest passed into the heavens, there to 
appear in the presence of God for us ; " that " He is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, and was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin," "by 
the new and living way which He hath consecrated 
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for US ; " '* let us come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." " By Him, therefore, let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that 
is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name." 
" Confounded be all they that serve graven images, 
that boast themselves of idols : worship Him, all ye 
gods." come and let us worship our Saviour- 
God in Christ. 

" strong Son of God I immortal love I 
Whom we, that have not seen Thy face, 
B7 faith, and faith alone embrace, 
Believing where we cannot prove; 

" Thine are these orbs of light and shade: 
Thoa madest life in man and brute. 
Thou madest death, and lo I Thy foot 
Is on the skull which Thou hast made. 

'* Thou art both human and divine; 
The highest, holiest manhood Thou: 
Our wills are ours, we know not how 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine." 



SERMON Vn. 



infinite "^^abt. 



JOHN iii. 16.—*' For €k>d so loved tlie world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoevOT helieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

NicoDEMus, a learned member of the Jewish Sanhedrim, 
under cover of the shades of night, has sought and 
obtained an interview with the Lord JesUs, and has 
complimented Him as "a teacher sent from God," 
and gifted with Divine powers. But, "Master of 
Israel " though he is, he fails to secure from the lips 
of Christ a response acknowledging the intended com- 
pliment. The eye of the God Man looks beyond such 
trifles, and beyond the official dignity of the man 
who utters them. He sees in the ruler a soul that 
needs to be bom again, and at once preaches to him 
the necessity of regeneration. Nicodemus is amazed 
and asks, "How can these things be ?** Jesus then 
proclaims to him the way of salvation, and the 
gracious, converting, regenerating truths of the 
Gospel. In the cluster of sacred gems which form 
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His discourse, our text is most precious and con- 
spicuous in its worth and beauty. It is the very 
essence of the Gospel, a miniature exposition of the 
philosophy of the plan of salvation, and the golden 
key to the entire scheme of mercy. Take it as your 
guide, and it will lead you safely through all the 
dark labyrinths of human systems of theology. Under- 
stand and believe it, and the obscurity that seems to 
shroud many passages of revelation, like gloomy 
night before the opening day, shall swiftly disappear 
and perish. Every word of this, verse is sparkling 
with celestial light. It seems throbbing aU over with 
the life-blood of Divine ideas whose range of meaning 
is infinity. The breath of God's own thoughts in- 
spires it. It brings life to the dead. To understand 
it and to believe the saving truths which it teaches, 
is to be bom again, is to receive into the soul " the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ." Let us approach it with holy 
reverence, and by the help of the promised Spirit, try 
to apprehend and, as far as possible, understand the 
leading truths, that we may feast on the love of God 
which it reveals. Its subject seems to be the redemp- 
tive scheme adapted to the nature and wants of the soul. 
This gives us four points to consider. 

I. The Gospel is Adapted to the Nature and 
Wants of the Soul, inasmuch as it Eeveals the Love 
op God to Man. 

The Father of our spirits has given us hearts, that 
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through them we may know Him. Jesus assures us 
that "God loved the world." We understand what 
love is in a finite degree, for we have been made to 
love, and we have loved. We cannot live a manly 
life without the luxury which comes from the outflow 
of affection to others, as well as from the inflow of 
their love to us. But the capacities of our emotional 
nature are so vast in their necessities and desires 
that they cannot be satisfied with loving, or being 
loved by, finite beings. They need the Infinite One, 
after whose likeness they were made, on whom to 
lavish all the fulness of love of which they are 
capable, and from whom they may receive unceasing 
manifestations of the boundless and eternal love for 
which they yearn. The soul of man must thirst, and 
the heart of man must cry out for God, the living 
God. We have but to consult our consciousness to 
find that we need a God who really loves us, whom 
we can truly love, and who is worthy of all love, 
angelic and human. We could easily conceive of the 
Almighty as a Being of infinite power, justice, and 
intelligence, yet destitute of a nature that can be 
affected with feelings of grief or joy, compassion or 
delight in relation to His creatures. But were the 
nature and character of the living God of the Bible 
those of an unfeeling impassible Being, there would 
be little ground for Him on which to claim the affec- 
tion of spirits formed by Himself with natures that 
long for sympathy and love in the objects of their 
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highest worship, and without a God in whom and by 
whom these wants of theirs can be met and satisfied, 
such souls would be anomalies in creation. A man 
gifted with great physical and mental powers, but 
destitute of a genial soul and kindly heart, never wins 
the love of his fellows. He stands out like a huge 
tree stripped of its leaves, its blossoms, and its fruits, 
great only in its proportions and sterility. So, a God 
withmit a heart to delight in promoting the happiness 
of His creatures, to sympathise with them in their 
trials, and to pity them in their misery and ruin, 
were a Being to be feared, but not a God that could 
be loved. Especially would this be the case with 
regard to sinful creatures. Were God not revealed to 
them as a tender, forgiving Father, there would be 
nothing attractive to them in Him. When they 
regard Him simply as the Governor of the Universe, 
the great and dreadful God against whom they have 
rebelled, and as armed with omnipotence to punish 
sinners, there is everything fitted to strike them 
dumb with alarm, and to drive them further away 
from Him. It is faith in this aspect of God's cha- 
racter, for He stands in no milder relation to them, 
that makes the devils tremble. But, let the world 
rejoice ; it is the beauty and glory of Jehovah that 
He has a heart, and that He is revealed to us as a 
God of love. This, and this alone, if there is to be 
any hope for us, meets the wants of our souls, and 
this revelation of His heart of love is given to us to slay 
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the enmity of our sinful hearts, and **to create us 
anew in Christ Jesus unto good works." Love begets 
love all the world over. God commends His love 
toward us, therefore, in harmony with the laws of 
our emotional nature, that, by knowing and trusting 
in His love, we may respond to its claims with the 
deepest gratitude and affection, and "love Him be- 
cause He first loved us." 

Look at the nature of God's love to the world. Our 
conception of love, whether human or divine, is two- 
fold. There is the love of complacency, which 
delights in all that is beautiful and good, and God 
delights in all kinds of goodness and in every form 
of the beautiful in the natural and moral world. 
There is next the love of benevolence, or the feeling 
of kindness to others, and ** God is good unto all, 
and His tender mercies are over all His works." 
Benevolence involves the love of compassion, and in 
compassion is included mercy. It is this kind of love 
that is meant in the text. It is " the mercy of the 
Lord," love to the ill-deserving, love to the hell- 
deserving, race of men. What a scope is here for the 
display of infinite benevolence, boundless wretched- 
ness to pity, and boundless sinfulness to forgive, 
corrupt natures to renew, and lost souls to save, a 
work to which God alone was equal. 

Look at the extent of this love which God has 
cherished and expressed. He " loved the world.** 
The universality of the Divine love could not be 
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more broadly or explicitly declared than in these 
sweeping and emphatic words. They embrace every 
unit of humanity, without exception or distinction, 
for it takes each individual to make the world of 
men. They reveal the warm, impartial love of our 
Heavenly Father "who makes His sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends His rain on the just 
and the unjust.*' " God is no respecter of persons.'* 
As men and as souls all are alike the objects of His 
compassion. It was in view of our common misery 
and ruin that He pitied us and provided "the 
common salvation.*' When there was no heart to 
feel for us in our low and lost estate, and no arm 
sufl&cient to avert impending woe. His fatherly heart 
was moved with intense pity for His perishing off- 
spring ; His bowels of compassion heaved with solici- 
tude for the welfare of the guilty and the lost, and 
His right arm wrought our deliverance. When 
we consider what we are as sinners, and look at 
our deserts as rebels against the Most High, we 
are astonished at the thought that God should j love 
us with such a wondrous love in spite of all our 
sins; but when we think again, we see that it is 
only natural for Him to do so; it is just like Him, 
"for God is love.** In this, my hearer, all your 
hope depends, that, whatever be your state and 
character, though by your sin you may have earned 
for yourself the title of " the devil*s castaway," you 
are still the object of God's fatherly compassion 
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described in the text. God loves you. Why will 
you not allow that love to have free course that it 
may flow into your soul with saying efl&cacy to blot 
out your crimson and scarlet dyed guilt, and make 
you in heart and conscience whiter than the snow ? 
That love, in the form of pity and pardoning mercy, 
will follow you till the end of life ; and should you 
finally resolve to perish in defiance of its efforts 
to save you as you, go to your own place, you will 
hear its agonising wail ringing through the gloom, 
** How often would I ! but ye would not !" 

II. The Gospel is adapted to Meet the Nature 
AND Wants op the Soul, inasmuch it reveals a Divine 
Sacrifice for Sin. " God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son." 

Without such a sacrifice our case had been utterly 
hopeless, so henious is our sin and so strict are the 
requirements of the law we have broken and the 
justice we have insulted and provoked. With nothing 
less could the government of God and the conscience 
of man be satisfied, and to provide that which alone 
could meet the demands of law and the necessities 
of our souls, while it revealed the tender mercy of 
a Father who was anxious to forgive, in perfect 
harmony with the rectitude of a Judge who could 
not pass by sin with impunity, seems, if we may 
so speak, to have exhausted the resources of the 
Godhead. It is in the nature of love ; it is in the 
very nature of mind to express itself in some form 
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or other toward the object of its regaords ; and the 
stronger the love, the greater is the effort and 
the more precious is the form in which it mani- 
fests itself. That infinite source of love and hap- 
piness — the heart of God — ^first expressed itself to 
man in his creation as a being formed in the 
Divine image, and endowed with the capacity of 
sharing the happiness of his Maker. It expressed 
itself again in the maintenance of his being, 
and in the manifold blessings which it daily 
showered on his head. They were all meant to 
act as high and holy motive powers in his heart 
and life. They were intended to bind his soul in 
loving obedience to the heart and throne of God. 
But they were disregarded and snapt asunder; so 
man, like an erratic planet, broke away from the 
great Centre of attraction in the moral universe. 
Since then his orbit has been a sphere of misery 
on the confines of perdition. Heartless was the 
rebellion, and base was the ingratitude, which so 
madly tested, but could not quench, the love of 
God ! While He hated and condemned, and branded 
with eternal infamy the sins of men. He loved with 
an everlasting love their sinful souls, and Infinite 
love and wisdom devised the expedient by which 
sin can be safely and honourably forgiven, and the 
remedy by which a corrupt nature can be purified, 
and the defaced image of God restored in the human 
spirit. But, behold at what an immense sacrifice 



INFINITE LOVE. 141 

the redemptive scheme has heen completed ! " God 
80 loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son r This is a new feature in His moral adminis- 
tration, for the first sinners who fell into sin un- 
tempted by others were allowed to perish in their 
folly. No Mediator was provided for the recreant 
sons of heaven. " Verily Christ took not on Him 
the nature of angels, but He took on Him the nature 
of the seed of Abraham ; it behoved Him to be made 
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people." 
In the assumption of our humanity by Christ we 
perceive the perfect adaptation of the plan of mercy 
to our desperate condition as sinners, and the 
greatest effort that God Himself could make to save 
our souls, in consistency with the imperial rights 
of His government. In giving His Son He has taxed 
to the utmost His own infinite ability to save ; for 
what more could He do ? What greater sacrifice 
could He make ? What better gift could He bestow ? 
That monosyllable "so,'* lays open to our view the 
heart of God, from which there issues a tide of love 
that fills eternity with its presence, and satisfies all 
heaven with its gifts, but which flows down to earth 
with special blessing, and lavishes upon sinful men 
its peerless treasure. It tells of a love which pants 
and labours for our weal, and which, in its intensity 
and immensity, surpasses the comprehension of all 
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created minds. ** God only knows the love of God." 
We can only know and enjoy it to a limited degree. 

This wondrous expression of the Divine love to 
man is termed a gift. It was a gift, unsolicited, 
undeserved, spontaneous, and without conditions. 
The value of a gift consists in its inherent worth, 
its relations to the giver, the sacrifice he makes in 
parting with it, and the boon it confers on its 
recipient. But no finite intellect can conceive or 
describe the value of this gift of God. ** God gave 
His only begotten Son : " that Son whom revelation 
declares to have been His fellow and equal, with 
whom He held counsel and communion from eternity. 
Before the morning stars sang together, and the sons 
of God shouted for joy over the rising planets. He 
was with the Father as one brought up with Him. 
He was daily His delight, rejoicing always before 
Him, as "the brightness of the Father's glory, 
• and the express image of His person." By this Son 
God broke the awful silence of the past. At His 
word darkness burst into light, and chaos gave birth 
to order and to beauty. By Him God made the 
worlds; **by Him all things consist;" by the word 
of His power alone are they upheld. Yet, when the 
dread crisis arrived in the history of our race, God 
freely gave Him up to the death for us all. What a 
gift of love was that ! When we can understand how 
creation could come out of nothing ; and our feeble, 
finite minds can grasp the Infinite, then, but not tiU 
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then, shall we know the value of this gift of love. 
Inspiration itself cannot describe its worth for lack 
of adequate terms. But, rejoice, my hearer, that 
you may understand so much of its meaning and its 
value as will save your soul, and constrain you in 
rapture, to exclaim with the Apostle, "Thanks be 
unto God for His unspeakable gift ! ** 

In this gift I read the native dignity and impor- 
tance of our spiritual nature. Man made in the 
image of God cannot altogether obliterate his Father's 
lineaments from his spirit ; nor can his Father, who 
is immutable, ever cease to love His offspring with 
the tenderest compassion. That love followed the 
wanderers with an irrepressible desire to make itself 
known to them in such a way as would break the 
iron sinew in their necks, slay their enmity, and 
bum sin out of their hearts. To accomplish this the 
material universe would have been sacrificed, if that 
could have proved the means of their recovery. But, 
so precious was the redemption of the soul, and so 
stupendous were the obstacles to its redemption, that 
the sacrifice of His only begotten Son could alone 
furnish the needed ransom, and open up the way of 
reconciliation to the Father ; and " God so loved the 
world that He gave His Son." These words should 
strike us dumb with wonder ; should make us bow 
with broken hearts before the mercy seat, and in 
" expressive silence muse His praise.** 
Let us look at the nature and meaning of this gift. 
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For what purpose did God give His Son ? To under- 
stand this is to learn the meaning of the mission and 
work of Jesus Christ. I answer, Jesus did not come to 
make God favourable to men ; to induce our Father 
to love His erring children. That is a libel on the 
character of God which represents Him as an 
avenging tyrant, thirsting for the blood of His 
creatures; and that is a gross caricature of the 
mission of His Son, which represents Him as coming 
to extinguish Jehovah's wrath with His own blood. 
God never needed to be made propitious to men. 
He always loved them with a love that knows no 
change ; and the gift of Christ, instead of purchasing 
it, was the grandest proof of His love which God 
could give. 

The meaning of Christ's mission was not merely to 
express the sympathy of a perfect Brother toward His 
perishing fellow-men, though His was the most sym- 
pathetic spirit that ever inspired a human breast, a 
spirit that was ever touched with the holiest feeling 
for the erring, the suffering, and the lost. It was 
His delight to cheer the drooping heart, and make it 
glow, like fires newly stirred, with peace, and hope, 
and joy. We thank God for such a Brother, with a 
heart so full of sympathy for man. But were this 
all that is meant by His life-work, there is no 
foundation laid on which, as sinful creatures, we can 
rear our hopes for eternity. Were this all, the 
sublimity of His life would only condemn the degra- 
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iation of onrs, and the future must ever stretch out 
before us, " all dark and harren as a rainy sea," 
Uumined only by the fitful glare of merited perdition. 
Nor is the meaning of His mission exhausted by 
he example which He set us of a life of self-sacrifice 
n the cheerful silrrender of His will to that of His 
father. A less noble being would have sufficed for 
ihis than the Incarnate Son of God. An unfallen 
ingel of the lowest rank could have come and shown 
IS the perfection of obedience due from the creature 
;o Jthe Creator. But, to me, it seems that such a 
practical illustration of a perfect life was altogether 
Mmecessary ; for, with the light of conscience and 
ihe light of the Bible to teach him, every man knows 
bis duty and the will of God without the presence of 
% sinless brother as the pattern for the race. Yet, 
Teens is set before us as our example, and we are 
required to grow up into Him in all things till we 
reach the fulness of the stature of His manhood. 
We bless God that so much manliness has been lived 
out among us, and that the Holy Spirit has preserved 
for our encouragement the record of that noblest of 
all manly lives. It bids us take heart and rejoice in 
prospect of the nobility to which, through Christ, our 
fallen nature may yet be raised. And our prayer to 
God would ever be, "Help us to prize our Elder 
Brother who lived such a noble life, so full of beauty, 
of goodness, and of God, and help us to copy Him who 
left us an example that we should follow in His steps." 

L 
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But to represent Christ's mission as a mere expres- 
sion of sympathy, and His life as merely an example 
for man, is to ignore the Godhead of our Eedeemer. 
It is in His nature and character as Emmanuel, God 
with us, that we can alone see the necessity and the 
grandeur of His work. I read its meaning in these 
words of Isaiah, uttered seven hundred years before 
the fact was accomplished — "He will magnify the 
law and make it honourable." This prime question 
had to be solved, before God could even safely inti- 
mate His desire to pardon and save the lost — " How 
can God be just and the justifier of the ungodly?" 
The gift of His only-begotten Son, who freely gave 
Himself, alone could furnish the reply. He gave 
Him, in spontaneous, sovereign grace. He gave Him 
up to become as " a worm and no man," to be " de- 
spised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief," bearing from the manger to 
the cross the burden of the world's sin. Listen to 
that Man of many woes as He wails like a child over 
a lost mother ; " ! Jerusalem ! Jerusalem ! thou 
that killest the prophets and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee ! " Hear Him, as He prays like a 
mother for her desperate son, " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do;" and you must 
catch a glimpse and feel some throbbings of that love 
which brought Him from the throne of glory to the 
shameful tree. Linger a little around that bloody 
cross, and gaze on your Incarnate God, lifted up 
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between heaven and earth, as if unworthy of either. 
Lo ! the earth staggers, and the rocks are rent, the 
graves give up their dead, and the sun withdraws in 
horror from the tragic scene ! As you contemplate this 
awful spectacle, and reflect that all that Jesus did 
and suffered there was for your sake, that there and 
then He put away your sin as a barrier that rose 
between your soul and heaven, by the sacrifice of Him- 
self, you must surely feel the great love wherewith 
God has loved you in the gift of His Son, melting the 
ice and breaking up the hardness of your heart, and 
causing you to love Him in return. That final scene 
of agony was the consummation of the atonement 
for our sin which Jesus had been working out for 
three and thirty years. To be a satisfaction to 
justice in behalf of our sinful race was the meaning 
of His incarnation. His life, His sufferings and death, 
and before He dismissed His spirit He proclaimed 
His atonement '^finished.*' "He is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins 
of the whole world.'* That cross which they reared 
on Calvary has become the ladder by which a lost 
world may ascend to God and glory. On the Cross 
of Christ you may read this inscription, traced in 
characters of living light by the hand of the Holy 
Ghost, " Mercy and truth are met together ; righte- 
ousness and peace have embraced each other.** Do 
you wish proof that Christ's work of sacrifice, which 
brings honour to God and life to man, has been 

l2 
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accepted ? Then gaze into the empty tomb, and you 
will hear this voice coming from the sacred volume 
as " a voice from the excellent glory," — " The Lord 
is well pleased for His righteousness sake : He has 
magnified the law, and made it honourable : where- 
fore God hath highly exalted Him and given Him a 
name which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue con- 
fess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 
Would you know your mental greatness and the 
value of your soul to God? Would you learn your 
littleness in the scale of moral being on account of 
sin, and the magnitude of ** the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge?" Would you see clearly your 
helpless condition as a lost soul, and your absolute 
need of Divine interposition, through sacrifice, if you 
are to be pardoned and saved ? Womld you prove in 
your personal experience the complete adaptation of 
the plan of mercy to your state, and character, and 
necessities, as a soul and a sinner ? You must take 
your stand beneath the shadow of the Cross of Christ, 
and understand, and believe that all that He accom- 
plished there He did for you. Eepore implicit con- 
fidence in that fact, and if you have really felt the 
bitterness of sin and the cur^e to which it has ex- 
posed you, you will realize as much of the meaning 
of this, " God so loved the world," as will cause you 
to sing with a gladness of heart hitherto unknown; 
" He loved me and gave Himself for me ;" ** Thanks 
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J unto God for His unspeakable gift." You will 
learn, then, as you never can otherwise, that God in 
Christ giving Himself a sacrifice for your sin, could 
alone become the Saviour of your soul ; and faith in 
that accomplished fact, and in Him who finished the 
wondrous work for you, will wed your heart to Him 
with the bonds of undying gratitude, and you shall 
begin to enjoy that deliverance from sin and all its con- 
sequence which He bestows on all who trust in Him. 
in. — The Gospel is Adapted to the Nature and 
Wants op the Soul, inasmuch as it reveals Salva- 
tion FOR Man. " That whosoever belie veth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life,** 

We have seen the relation of Christ's work to the 
Divine moral government. It satisfied justice, up- 
held the authority of law, secured the stability of 
the eternal throne, and laid a righteous ground on 
which God could safely reveal His love, and treat 
with mercy a world in arms against Himself. We 
have now to glance at the result of Christ's work, and 
its practical design in reference to men. The aim 
of God in the gift of His Son was to make the 
salvation of the world, whom He loved, a glorious 
possibility, and to make the salvation of all who 
believe a glorious reality. Let it never be forgotten, 
however, that the salvation of the world was but 
a secondary — ^though to us the most important — 
object contemplated by the work of Christ. Its chief 
design has been secured, though not a single soul 
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were to be saved through its merits. That design 
was to " justify the ways of God to men " and to 
the universe, and to bring the Father out to view 
in certain aspects of His character, which, apart 
from the person and work of His Son, never could 
have been revealed. This revelation which we have 
of the fulness and harmony of the Divine perfections 
through Christ is the most essential element in His 
propitiation, and brings the highest glory to the 
Godhead, so that He would not have died in vain, 
though all men should neglect and despise the great 
salvation which He has purchased for them. 

The gracious relation of Christ's sacrifice to man 
is twofold. First, negative : That he " should not 
perish.'' To perish, signifies, in Scripture, to die, to 
be rooted out, to starve, to be damned, to be deprived 
of being. It is used in the last sense by the Apostle 
when he says, " If Christ be not risen, then they 
who have fallen asleep in Him have perished.'* But 
Chi'ist having risen, annihilation finds no quarter 
in the Book of God. There is, nevertheless, a worse 
perishing than the extinction of the being of the 
soul — that is, the constant destruction of its moral 
nature, and the annihilation of its everlasting well- 
being, perpetually blotting out from the spiritual 
nature of man the image of his God. Every sin 
is a deadly stab at the soul's immortal weal, and 
by such suicidal deeds men are perishing now in 
multitudes, lost to themselves and lost to God. 
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But their present perishing condition is but a feeble 
type of the destruction to which they are madly 
rushing, and which must be endured when they 
pass into eternity to "reap the harvest of eternal 
woe." Even then the exposure to positive external 
punishment which may await them will be as 
nothing compared to the hopeless moral ruin that 
shall blast those spirits who have chosen for their 
destiny the realms of outer darkness and despair. 

To prevent such sad disasters in time, and such 
fearful tragedies in eternity, was the aim of God in 
the gift of His Son. To block up the path to hell 
with the barriers of grace was the design of the sacri- 
fice of Jesus Christ ; and though nothing more had 
been accomplished by it than the provision of means 
fitted to prevent this ruin, it is a negative salvation 
worthy the mercy, the wisdom, and the power of God. 

■Secondly, the work of Christ has a positive relation 
to man. "But have everlasting life.*' The result 
of the propitiation is, that eternal life is now God's 
gift to man. "God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son." "He that hath the 
Son hath life; but he that hath not the son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
In that word, '^ perish,'' there is involved an eternity 
of misery; and in these words, '^everlasting life,'' 
there is wrapt up an eternity of blessing. They 
embrace pardon of sin, peace with God, joy in the 
Holy Ghost, assimilation to the image of Christ, the 
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hope of glory here, and heaven itself hereafter. To 
effect this in the experience of man is the aim of 
God in the Gospel of His Son, vrhich proclaims to 
him through all the ages, " Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; the way, the truth, 
and the life." To know Him, to helieve in Him, is 
to enjoy eternal life, and to have at our command 
all the treasures of His grace. In Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily," and all is treasured 
up to bless the souls in whom His new life dwells. 

Does not such a revelation of the heart of God, 
such an '* unspeakable gift," such a salvation effected 
by Jesus and presented to a lost world, prove how 
graciously and completely the scheme of mercy is 
adapted to our necessities? Is not all this fitted 
to slay the enmity of the heart of man and win 
him back to God ? In view of the propitiation and 
on the commission of Christ to preach a world- 
embracing Gospel, I take my stand as His ambassador 
to plead His cause mth you : " Now, then, as though 
God did beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God ; for He hath made Him, 
who knew no sin, to be a sin-offering for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

IV. — The Gospel is Adapted to the Natubb and 
Wants of the Soul by the Simplicity of the Con- 
dition ON WHICH Man's Salvation Depends. "Who- 
soever believeth." 

These words imply that, while the provision of 
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salvation is universal, its enjoyment is particular ; 
. but this limitation lies, in its cause, with man, and 
not vrith God. God has furnished an atonement for 
the world without condition on the part of man, but 
He has fixed an indispensable condition to the en- 
joyment of the saving blessings which it has secured. 
That condition is faith. Eemember what are our 
state and character as sinners; that the Gospel 
comes to us with the express design of changing 
our attitude towards God and renewing our entire 
spiritual being ; that it is God's message to us, and 
the medium through which His Spirit arrests and 
regenerates the soul — " the truth " by which we can 
alone be made '^free*' — and you will see the necessity 
of this condition and the beautiful adaptation between 
the arrangements of the plan of salvation and our 
mental constitution. It is the heart and life of man 
that are all wrong. To reach and renew them, God 
lias arranged to act in unison with the laws of the 
liuman mind. Through the appeals of His Gospel 
"to our intelligence He seeks to affect our heart and 
conscience. It is by the transforming power of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, presented to our under- 
standing, pressed on our attention, and lodged in 
our hearts by His Spirit, whom He has sent to take 
of the things that are His and show them unto us, 
that we are bom again into the new family of God. 

AU the physical elements of nature seem chiefly 
intended to minister to man's life and happiness. 



\ 
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The constant, unseen vapours, drawn by the sun 
from the surface of the sea, are gathered into clouds. 
They are anon distilled in dew and rain ; to be, by 
the secret, chemical forces of nature, transfused into 
the living juices of plants ; then to form the flesh of 
birds and beasts; and, in due season, to be converted 
into the blood, and bones, and muscles of men. So 
is it with the great forces of the moral world. All 
truth is specially related to the human mind ; and is 
intended to foster the higher life of the soul. Man 
must act in harmony vnth the laws of nature, in 
order to enjoy the bounties of a material providence. 
He must prepare the soil and sow the seed, before he 
can reap the harvest. It is in the same way he must 
act in respect to the things of God and the soul. In 
order to possess the new life, and enjoy all the 
blessings it imparts, he must act in harmony with 
the laws of his mental nature, and vdth the spiritual 
laws of the Gospel of Christ. All true thoughts have 
an imperial influence over the mind, the character 
and life of man. Such a natural affinity to the soul 
has truth of any kind, and such is its moral omni- 
potence, that one true thought is sufficient to alter the 
destiny of a man and the destiny of a world. Espe- 
cially is this the case with the great truth of truths — 
the Gospel which reveals the love of God in Christ. 
This truth, like every other, can only be received 
into the soul through the intelligence. Before it can 
affect the heart and life, it must be understood and 
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believed as the life-giving word of Him who cannot 
lie. In it the soul must see Christ, and rest on Him 
as a present Saviour. The saving truth, thus 
received into the mind, will and must revolutionize 
the whole moral being of the man ; for " the Gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that 
believeth." It is in harmony with our mental con- 
stitution, that salvation should be conditioned on our 
faith, for faith is the condition and principle which 
unites mind to mind throughout society; and it is 
the only principle or link which can bring the soul, 
as an intelligent and moral being, into union and 
fellowship with the mind of God. Without faith as 
a condition, Paul asserts that salvation could not be 
of grace; without faith as a condition, man could 
not be held responsible for remaining unsaved, nor 
accountable for the determination of his own destiny. 

Do you ask, " What is faith ? " '' How am I to 
believe ? " I answer in the words of Paul, faith is 
just — " The belief of the truth'* And you are to 
believe the saving truth as you believe any other. 
All truth is one, so far as the act of the mind is 
concerned. In object, not in kind, the difference lies ; 
and, according to the nature of the truth believed, 
will be the result produced on the mind. 

So simple is faith, that the inspired writers never 
seem to have thought it necessary to give us an 
explanation of the term : they assumed that it was 
understood by everybody. The only thing like a 
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definition, besides the words already quoted, is also 
supplied by Paul, who says, "faith cometh by 
hearing ; and hearing by the Word of God," and by 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, who says, 
" Faith is the confidence of things hoped for ; the 
conviction of things not seen. Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the 
Word of God." We have no difiSculty in believing 
the inspired record of creation, nor need we have any 
trouble respecting the right way of believing the 
record of redemption. To believe the story of the 
cross as we believe the account of the formation of 
the worlds, is to be born again. The difference lies 
in that which is believed : the one has no particular 
relation to our condition as perishing sinners, the 
other has: the one is a saving truth revealing a 
present, personal Eedeemer to us : the other is not. 

God's love to man is seen as much almost, and as 
grandly, in the simplicity of this condition, as in the 
provision of the atonement and its relative blessings ; 
for we can conceive it possible that these might have 
been secured by Christ, and the condition of their en- 
joyment have been so hard as few men could have 
fulfilled. As it is, these blessings may be in the 
possession of all ; for the Gospel is to be proclaimed 
to every creature, and it is adapted to the mind of a 
child or a poor Joseph, as well as to that of a sage. 
" He that reads may run." " A wayfaring man, 
though a fool, need not err therein." Well might 
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the Apostle John say, " If we believe the witness of 
men, the witness of God is greater." It is greater 
just because it is the testimony of God : He cannot 
deceive us : it is, therefore, all the more easily 
credited. A condition more difficult than this would 
have been utterly in vain in relation to us, who can 
do nothing meritorious to save ourselves. I ask, 
therefore, " Dost thou believe on the Son of God ? " 
The Apostle John assures us, " He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witness in himself : he that 
believeth not God hath made Him a liar, because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of His Son ; 
and this is the record that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Treating 
God as if He were a liar is the constant crime of 
every unsaved soul. 

Do you ask, " What am I to believe in order to 
be saved?" My answer is, first, understand and 
believe in your lost state as a sinner before God. 
Then, believe the Gospel which Paul preached to the 
heathen Corinthians, and by which he affirms they 
were saved through keeping it in memory. These 
are his words, " Christ died for our sins, according to 
the Scriptures." He that believes that truth shall 
be saved, for God has said it : he that believes it not 
shall be damned, for God cannot lie. 

Thus, in the revelation of God's love to you; in 
the gift of His Son for you ; in the aim of His plan 
of mercy toward you ; in the adaptation of the truth 
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to yonr intelligence, conscience, and heart; in the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit respecting the way of 
salvation through the crucified Saviour, and the 
renewing influences which, through the Gospel, He 
brings to bear on your mind, you have all that is 
needed to regenerate your nature, and make you a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. It is by these means 
that God now seeks to purge and purify your heart, 
and make it a fit habitation for Himself. As an 
immortal being, pressing onward to the judgment- 
seat of Christ, with such a salvation waiting your 
acceptance, I ask, why will you continue to live in 
unbelief, and thus unsaved? Why still treat your 
God as if he were a liar ? Why remain in sin and 
misery, and be a jarring and a dissonant thing 
amidst the general harmony of the universe ? God 
in Christ still extends to you the sceptre of TTip par- 
doning grace. Seize, oh ! seize it, while it is " the 
accepted time and the day of salvation," and have 

** Yonr sinful spirit healed and harmonised 
Bj the benignant touch of love and mercy.'* 

Eeject all these ministrations of redeeming love; 
and God Himself can do no more for you. He has 
done His best to save your soul. " There remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sin ; but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation which 
shall devour the adversaries." 



SERMON Vin. 

t '§,tmtttdian %i^pnL 



^ COR. XT. 58.—" Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfagt, mnnoreable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
Ubonr is not in vain in the Lord." 



-Aj3 beings possessing a mortal and an immortal 
X^ture, the two great facts with which we have to 
^o are, life and death. The time was when we were 
Xiot^ and the time hastens when we shall not be alive 
on the earth as we are now. Life is ever rmming 
into death. The unseen world is ever opening its 
^ead gates to admit the race of human pilgrims, led 
onward to their eternal goal by the pale messenger 
of destiny. Men, women, and children are constantly 
l)idding farewell to earth and time, to friends and 
liome, and launching their life-barks from this world's 
Bhore on the boundless ocean of eternity ; and as that 
solemn sea receives them into its wide embrace, the 
thick dark veil, which separates the worlds of matter 
end spirit, comes down and hides them from those 
they leave behind. Apart from the light of revela- 
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tion, and the hopes which the Gospel inspires, death, 
both to the dying one and the weeping friends he 
leaves behind him, is a sad, a gloomy, a revolting 
scene. how much does he need then the light 
of life, 

<< To gild the shore 
Of this rade world ere all is o'er ; 
To cheer his spirit ere its bark 
Puts off into the unknown dark," 

with glimpses of the life to come, and visions of the 
bright and better land ! And how much do they need 
the comforts and consolations of the gospel of peace 
to uphold their sad and sinking hearts ! How much 
do they need to hear the voice of Him who has van- 
quished death in His own dominions, giving them the 
blessed assurance, "Your friend is not dead, but 
sleepeth, and I come to awake him out of sleep. I 
am the resurrection and the life." 

The Apostle of the Gentiles felt that the heart of 
humanity craves and yearns after such a blessed 
satisfaction, and it was His chief glory and joy to 
preach that glorious Gospel by which life and immor- 
tality have been brought to light for man. In this 
wondrous chapter, from which our text is taken, he 
first of all establishes the fact of the resurrection of 
Christ Jesus from the dead ; and then, by that fact, 
he proves the necessity and certainty of the resurrec- 
tion of the human race through Him, who was their 
representative in His death, and in His resurrection 
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the first-fruits of them, as the great harvest that is to 
follow. " As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 
"be made alive." 

Without hope in Christ, as the resurrection and 
the life, in view of all his privations, sufferings, and 
sorrows, well might Paul declare, " we are of all men 
xnost miserable." But with faith* in Him, as the 
prince of light and life, who has conquered the prince 
of darkness and death, well might he count all things 
"but loss for Christ, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. And with such a faith, amid all trials and 
«.£Q[ictions, bereavements and sorrows, and in view of 
our dissolution, well may we exult in the prospect of 
s. glorious resurrection to eternal life, and a blessed 
are-union with our friends who have died in this faith, 
in our Father's heavenly home, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Cheered by this hope, we can shout and 
eing with Paul, " death, where is thy sting ? 
^ave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to God 
^ho giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Observe that the Apostle has a very definite and 
practical object in view in thus discussing and esta- 
blishing the doctrine of the resurrection. He has an 
«,im more important than that of silencing the doubts, 
the unbelief, and heresy of those who denied the doc- 
trine, and whose motto was, " Let us eat and drink, 
lor to-morrow we die." He has a design even more 
important than that of cheering human hearts in 
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view of their own death and that of their friends. 
His keen, conclusive arguments, and his eloquent and 
triumphant peroration, have served to pave the way 
for enforcing on Christian men another mighty reason 
for renewed devotion through life to the service of 
Jesus Christ. He states and proves the fact of 
Christ's resurrection, and from that fact infers, esta- 
blishes, and proclaims the certainty of the resurrec- 
tion of the human race through him. This second 
fact supplies him with a solid basis on which to 
ground the solemn appeal of our text. It gives him 
a fruitful source from which to draw and enforce the 
weighty lessons it contains. What are these lessons? 
Observe — 

I. The Resurrection calls on us to Dismiss all 
Doubt and Fear about the Fuxure Life. — " There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, umuove- 
able.'^ 

In these words we have an emphatic appeal to 
cherish an abiding faith in the doctrine of a resur- 
rection from the dead. It is equivalent to this — ^Be 
stable in your convictions regarding that coining 
fact. Hold fast that doctrine as one of the funda- 
mental principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; for, 
without faith in it, you cannot be a Christian ; and 
apart from it the future must be to you a night of 
starless gloom, and the bare idea of death must fill 
you with horror and despair. 

The resurrection of the flead is to be a matter of 
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feith with us till we realize the fact in our own expe- 
rience. It is not yet a matter of positive knowledge : 
it constitutes merely a leading article in our Christian 
creed. We simply believe that such an ^ent is yet 
to happen in the history of humanity : in respect to 
that event w% walk by faith, not by sight. But in 
this, as in many other matters of the highest import- 
ance, an intelligent and settled faith is as good and 
powerful as positive knowledge. 

In this case faith is the only possible medium 
through which the mind can now know anything of 
the fact, or draw any consolation from the doctrine. 
We take it on trust ; just as we accept from human 
witnesses many things as true on which interests of 
the highest moment depend. We have no difi&culty 
in beUeving the record when we are satisfied with the 
nature of the evidence and the mental and moral 
qualifications of the witnesses. It is precisely in this 
way that we accept th^ Gospel doctrine of the resur- 
rection. When we are called on to accept it, we are 
not asked to believe in a dogma with which reason 
has got nothing to do. The fact at first sight may 
seem to transcend all reason : that there should be a 
resurrection at all may appear utterly impossible; 
but, though it should, literally and absolutely, as a 
possible thing, baffle all human conception, it does 
not follow that it is, therefore, contrary to reason. It 
may be far above it, and yet in perfect harmony with 
it. ''Why should it be thought a thing incredible 

m2 
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with you that God should raise the dead?" Our 
feeble, finite minds are not to be the standard of the 
Infinite mind. Our limited conceptions of power must 
not prescribe limits to the ability of the Almighty. 
To gather up and reconstruct the dissolved and scat- 
tered elements of humanity will be a work as easy 
for Him to do as it was to contrive and rear at first 
these curious mortal frames, so fearfully and wonder- 
fully made. " And what He can, He will ; His faith- 
fulness stands bound to see it done.'* And has He 
not, in all the departments of nature, given sufficient 
proof to satisfy you regarding His ability to perform 
this mighty work ; and of the high probability that 
He mli do it when the fulness of time is come? 
Consider how beautifully He brings forth day out of 
night, and night out of day ; how He bids sleep creep 
over our wearied frames, and trances us away into 
the land of dreams and forgetfulness, and, when 
morning comes, restores us to consciousness, and 
raises us up in newness of life ; how, at His com- 
mand, from the death-like embrace of snowy winter, 
the virgin spring leaps out in bridal loveliness, while 
the face of the earth is renewed at every step she 
takes ; how, amid all the chemical forces of nature, 
decomposing the substance of the com of wheat. He 
still preserves the hidden germ in life, and makes it 
retain its original identity, while He brings it forth 
multiplied a hundred fold ; then say, if it be impos- 
sible, unreasonable, incredible, that He should yet 
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raise, and renew, and preserve, in all its identity, 
the body of man, which He has constituted the palace 
of an immortal spirit, and intended to be the temple 
of the Holy Ghost, after it has been sown in the 
darkness of death and the silence of the grave. Is 
there not in all these things good ground for us to 
believe in a future life, and to hope for a resurrection 
from the dead ? 

Then, consider the actual historical demonstration 
of 'the resurrection in the case of Jesus Christ. If 
there be a fact recorded in history, that is one ; and 
it is the grandest of all facts. If the witnesses who 
have attested it are not worthy of credit, faith in 
man and in all human testimony is utterly impossible. 
But we are bound to accept their record as honest 
and true, /or they were the best men of their time; best 
in moral character, and best in every other qualifica- 
tion needed to make them faithful and true witnesses 
of the fact to all who had not seen the risen Christ 
with their own eyes. 

" The Lord ia risen indeed." " He is become the 
first fruits of them that sleep." " Because He lives 
we shall live also." Our friends die, and we sow 
them with tea^s, as precious seed, in the bosom of 
the earth; but we sow them in hope. We, too, 
must needs die, and become as water spilled on the 
ground, which human hands can never gather up 
again ; our bodies ere long shall be covered in the 
deep furrow of the grave ; but the great harvest day 
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is coming when the Lord of life will speak the new- 
creating word : " Awake and sing, ye that dwell in 
dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs ; " and the 
earth shall cast out the dead. This cormptible mast 
pat on ineorraption ; this mortal mast pat on im- 
mortality; and death be swallowed ap in victory. 
And of this fact God hath given assarance onto all 
men, in that He hath raised the Lord Jesos from the 
dead, that we might live throagh Him. 

See, then, that yoa have an intelligent and settled 
faith in the coming resurrection throagh yoor cra- 
cified bat risen and triumphant Bedeemer. To this 
end, examine carefully, investigate honestly the great 
evidences which attest the fact of His resurrection ; 
for, without such scrutiny, an intelligent and stead- 
fast faith in Him, and in the doctrines of His Gospel, 
is impossible. Then, having examined the princi- 
ples, and settled the foundation of your religious 
faith, banish all doubts ia,nd fears regarding the 
future life ; rest your soul in confidence, calm and 
unwavering, on Jesus Christ, who has abolished 
death; and rest assured that He will yet redeem 
your body and the bodies of your friends from the 
power of death and the corruption of the grave. 
With such a faith in such a Saviour, when you 
commit your Christian kindred to the dust of death, 
you will not sorrow as those who have no hope ; and, 
when you come yourselves to bid a long farewell to 
all you love below, and to confront the realities of 
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eternity, you will not go down to the grave "like 
the quarry slave at night, scourged to his dungeon ; " 
but you will feel that your life is hid with Christ in 
God beyond the reach of harm, and you will rejoice 
that your ultimate redemption from sin and from the 
power of death is drawing near. Observe — 

II. The Resubbection calls on us to be Active in 
THE Sbbvioe of Jesus Chbist. — " Always abounding 
in the work of the Lord." 

This is the great practical lesson of the resurrec- 
tion, and the grand application of the Apostle's 
masterly argupaent. The facts of Christ's resurrec- 
tion, and of that of men through Him, being settled 
as premises ; this is the all-important, practical con- 
clusion, "therefore, serve Him, while you have the 
opportunity, who has brought life and immortality to 
light for you; serve Him lovingly, vigorously, and 
well; serve Him in newness of life; serve Him 
loyally and earnestly day by day; serve Him thus 
while your being lasts — always abounding in the 
work of the Lord." 

Paul's faith in the doctrine of the resurrection 
exerted a powerful influence on his life and labours. 
It was in no spirit of vain boasting that he compared 
himself with the rest of the Apostles, and declared 
that in labours he was more abundant than they all. 
By night and by day, by land and by sea, at home 
and abroad, in palaces and gaols, in season and out 
of season, through good report and bad report, he 
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toiled on in the work of his Master — a living sacrifice 
in the service of Christ — always delivered unto death 
for Jesus' sake — always bearing about in his body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in his mortal flesh. He 
toiled incessantly, and with a burning earnestness 
for the glory of Christ and the salvation of men ; and 
one great, moving power in his soul, constrainingTiim 
to pursue this all-consuming toil was a faith, fixed 
and immoveable, in the resurrection of Christ, and 
in the resurrection of humanity through Him. He 
sought to know Christ in the power of His resurrec- 
tion and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable unto His death, if by any means he 
might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Faith in this made him count all things but loss for 
Christ ; ijiade him sacrifice all things naturally dear 
to him as a man for the good of perishing souls; 
made him, in the spirit of the noblest heroism, press 
toward the mark for the prize of his high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

How stands the case with us ? Does our faith in 
the doctrine of the resurrection act as a moving prin- 
ciple in our souls, giving us constant impulses to 
works of faith and labours of love in the service of 
God and man ? In presence of the self-denial, and 
the unremitting and superabounding labours of the 
great Apostle, we may well hide our diminished 
heads and dwarfish, selfish souls ; for we know yet 
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Bcajrcely anything of the crucifixion to the world and 
to self which the Gospel demands of ns as the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. As yet we know scarcely 
anything of the power of Christ in His resurrection, 
raising us from the death of selfishness and sin to a 
new life and complete consecration to His glory and 
the good of our fellow-men. Our faith in our own 
resurrection and in that of our friends has not proved 
such a powerful incentive to holiness in our hearts 
and lives as it is fitted to be ; nor has it stirred lis 
up, as God nieans it should, to vigorous, earnest, 
prayerful, and persevering efforts for the salvation of 
those around us who are going down to destruction 
with lies in their right hand. And the reason is 
clearly this : we have been regarding the doctrine 
simply as an article of faith in our religiots creed ; 
and not as a living, practical, solemn reality, with 
which we have personally to do. That, is sufficient 
to account for our inertness in the religious life ; and 
that is sufficient to explain our feeble abortive efforts, 
Or our utter lack of service in the cause of God and 
man. " Always abounding in the work of our Lord ! " 
BEow that condemns those professing Christians who 
think they can serve God sufficiently during a part of 
One day in seven; while they serve themselves, the 
^orld, the devil, or the flesh, during the rest of the 
^eek ! " Always abounding in the work of the Lord ! " 
^ow that condemns those professing Christians who 
Hjce afraid of being abundant in their labours for the 
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Lord, and whose motto seems to be, " always doing as 
little as possible for Christ ! " 

Do you ask, What is the work of the Lord that 
I am called to do ? In what work of the Lord should 
I be always abounding ? I answer, every work is the 
work of the Lord that is done for His sake, under 
the constraining power of His love, and with a single 
eye to His glory. "Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just ; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, think 
on these things," and do them heartily as unto the 
Lord, and not unto men; and thus, as a practical 
believer in Jesus Christ, you will be always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord. How long shall the 
followers of Jesus Christ be content with a lifeless 
faith in the doctrines of His Gospel as mere abstract 
theories, and not seek to know and enjoy them as 
living, life-giving realities, moulding their nature and 
forming their life after the image and character of 
their Eedeemer ? Brethren, it is high time to awake 
out of sleep, and in earnest prayer to cry to Jesus 
Christ, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?" It 
is high time that the solemn verities of the Gospel 
were having their proper influence on our hearts and 
lives ; it is more than time that the doctrine of the 
resurrection, with its stirring appeal, were rousing 
us to work whilst it is called to-day, for the night 
Cometh when no man can work. Observe — 
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m. — The Eesurrection calls on us to Anticipate 
THE Completion and Eeward of Christian Work. 
"Forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord." 

The Christian who is "steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord/* finds that 
it is no vain thing to serve his Saviour. He is satis- 
fied that in that work he has a rich reward, even now. 
There is the reward which comes from the possession 
of a good conscience — a conscience not only at peace 
with God, enjoying the pardon of sin through the 
reconciling blood of Christ, but a conscience that 
lovingly chooses this highest style of spiritual ser- 
vice, because it alone is right, and pure, and good, 
and best for the glory of God and the good of men. 
There is the reward which comes from the assurance 
that he serves the best Master in the universe, the one 
King who is worthy of all adoration, worship, and 
Work. There is the reward which flows from knowing 
that in His service He is a fellow-worker with aU the 
great and good in heaven and on earth. And there 
is the reward enjoyed in the consciousness which he 
has that this service is ennobling and perfecting his 
spiritual manhood^ and is thus meetening him for the 
grander service of God in glory. 

But the resurrection calls on him to anticipate 
^th joy the completion of his earthly, and the com- 
mencement of his heavenly work. The field of work 
on earth is very limited, and the time of service on 



172 THE BESURRECTION APPEAL. 

earth is very brief. The command is, therefore, very 
solemn and very urgent, "Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." Having put 
your hand to the Gospel plough, look not back, but 
plough on, and cultivate your field for Christ ; for, 
before you reach the end of the field, you maybe 
brought to a stand by the voice and the finger of 
death ; then your plough shall be left standing alone 
in the furrow, and you must pass away into eternity, 
and give an account of your meagre and incomplete 
day's work to God. 

To the true Christian labourer, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, it is a refreshing thought, 
that the toil of earth, in which there is so much real 
enjoyment, but along with which, and because of 
which there is often so much temptation, sorrow, 
and suffering, is to have ere long an end, and is to 
give place to work which brings nothing but joy, and 
is to be consummated by the saint's everlasting and 
exceeding great reward. 

The Christian finds when he passes into the eternal 
world that his work performed for the Lord Christ in 
time has not been labour in vain. It has resulted 
in lasting spiritual good to those he has left behind 
on earth, and it has been the means of bringing some 
to glory, to greet him with a joyous welcome to the 
paradise of God. It has not been in vain^ for now he 
enters into a blessed reunion and eternal fellowship 
with all his loved ones who have preceded him to the^ 
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land of pure deKght. It has not been in vain, for now 
he takes possession of the conqueror's crown and the 
victor's palm. He is made a king and priest unto 
God, and enters on the enjoyment of an eternal 
weight of glory. It has not been in vain, for he is 
now introduced to the fellowship and service of the 
just made perfect in the heavens, for which his work 
on earth has fitted him. And if the work of the 
Lord, in which he was engaged on earth, was a great 
reward in itself, he finds that the higher work which 
God has reserved' for him in glory, is in itself a 
reward, richer, greater, and grander far. It has not 
been in vain, for now he stands in the unveiled 
presence of God in Christ, "before whose face there 
is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore," and he serves Him day 
and night in His temple. To see Him as He is, 
to serve Him vriith^undivided heart, and to enjoy Him 
for ever, is glory, honour, immortality, and eternal 
hfe. 

** Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, from 
henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them." 
They are gone from earth, yet, they being dead, still 
speak : they speak to us by their works and the in- 
fluence of their Christian life ; they call us to follow 
them as far as they followed Christ, and to serve 
Him with full purpose of heart till He calls us to 
join them in the rest, the glory, and the joy reserved 
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for His followers in heaven. They being dead yet 
speak; and it seems as if they constantly hovered 
over us, seeking to cheer and encourage us in our 
pilgrimage, and to strengthen us for the work of the 
Lord with words of heavenly comfort, and visions 
of a blessed reunion with them, and eternal com- 
communion with Jesus, where partings are unknown. 
May these yearnings of their hearts and the yearning 
desire of the heart of Christ be fully gratified ; so 
that, as one by one we go into the great hereafter, 
they may be our ministering angels waiting to clasp 
us to their bosom, and welcome us to the presence of 
our Eedeemer, who waits to crown us i^^th His own 
glory, tind to make us partakers of His own eternal 
joy. To this end they urge xm, because He does the 
same thing, to consecrate our entire being to the 
service of Him who has bought us with His own 
blood. Never be ashamed of Jesus. Confess Him; 
live for Him ; work for Him. He is worthy of all 
your homage, and He alone. Let your life be hid 
with Christ in God, so that, when He who is your 
life shall appear, ye also may appear with Him in 
glory. May this be the happy destiny of us all. 
Amen. 
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1 TvnSB. i. 8, 9.—'* Jestis Christ, Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though 
now 76 see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and fall of 
glory : Beoeivinip the end of your faith, even the salvation of yonr sonls.*' 

The design of Peter in this Epistle is to cheer and 
fortify the minds of Christians in view of coming 
trial and suffering. He seeks to prepare them for 
the fiery ordeal through which they soon mtist 
pass. In thoughts, through which the Divine Spirit 
breathes; and, in words which burn with the elo- 
quence of inspiration and the fervour of heavenly 
love, he congratulates them as the heirs of an 
immortal inheritance, in whose bosoms glows a 
living hope, to which they have been begotten by 
faith in the risen Saviour. He commends them 
for loving the unseen Christ, and urges them to 
live holily, as joint heirs with Him of the kingdom 
that cannot be moved; so that their faith might 
be found unto praise, and honour, and glory; and 
that they might receive the grace that is to be 
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brought nnto them at the second revelation of Jesus 
Christ. The Lord Jesus is gone into heaven ; and is 
seated on the right hand of God, invisible to mortal 
eye ; nevertheless, in the text the Apostle teaches us, 

I. That the Unseen Saviour is the Chiep Ob- 
ject OF THE Christian's Love " Jesus Christ, whom, 
having not seen, ye love." 

Before His ascension, three times did Jesus ask this 
same Apostle the searching question, " Lovest thou 
me?** and we are not surprised at the utterance of his 
warm and manly heart in reply, "Thou knowest that 
I love Thee ; ** for he had long seen, and known, and 
kept company with the Questioner. We should have 
been amazed had his answer been otherwise. With 
these Christian strangers, scattered over the face of 
the world, the case was entirely different. They had 
never seen the person of the Man, Christ Jesus ; they 
had never heard the words, nor witnessed the works 
of God manifest in the flesh ; and yet, strange as it 
may seem, they loved the unseen Jesus Christ. 

It is possible, then, to love the unseen. Nay, 
more, we all do love unseen ones. Thank God for 
these emotional natures of ours, by which such 
blessed results are secured. Thank God for hearts, 
in which to enshrine the forms and features, the 
characters and memories of those who are more than 
things of beauty unto us, and joys for ever. The 
Father, from whose heart and home a prodigal son 
has been estranged, though many thousand leagues 
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of land and sea divide them, because he has a 
father's heart, follows the wanderer into the far 
conntry ; bewails his hapless lot, and yearns for his 
return. He loves: he lives with the unseen. The 
mother, still as tender, and watchful, and self-forget- 
ful, as when she clasped the infant to her breast, 
hovers in spirit round the daughter whom she never 
expects to meet on earth again ; who is now in some, 
great Babylon, exposed to all its storms of tempta- 
tion and its tides of surging sin, or whose habitation 
is on the world's other side. The unseen one is 
loved, and is ever present to her view. By virtue of 
the same sacred and mysterious power, brothers 
and sisters, whose lots in life are cast in different 
elimes, and who shall never more clasp hands on 
this side of the cold, black river, realize that they still 
are one. Old scenes, associations, and friendships, 
are not only vividly recalled and fondly cherished, 
but the tie that once bound their hearts together, is 
felt to be unbroken. Each, in the other, loves an 
unseen soul, and binds the loved one still more 
closely to his heart. All of us love the unseen, in 
the form of those dear friends of ours who sleep in 
God. We remember keenly the shock of anguish we 
experienced when they were drawn behind the veil, 
and hidden fromjour streaming eyes. But, even then 

** This iamth came borae on bier and pall — 
We foond it when we sorrowed most — 
'Tis better to haye loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all." 

N 
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We were the better of loving, and of being loved, 
while they were with us ; and we are the better that 
we love them still, that love is immortal, that it 
annihilates time and space, and continiiee to bind 
oar hearts, with its golden bands, to the hearts 
above, till they meet and embrace, never to part 
again. Love and memory are two of God's best 
gifts to men. 

But in all these cases, yon observe, the unseen 
objects of affection were once personally seen and 
known. In the case presented in the text, the object 
loved was never seen — ^was personally unknown* 
There are reasons for loving the unseen, because the 
impulses and affections of the heart, though fitful 
often and wayward, are still subject to law. Love 
implies knowledge, association, afiSbaity, beauty, and 
moral excellence, as conditicms necessary to its exist* 
ence. We have no difficulty in understanding the 
secret of our own love to friends and kindred spirits, 
though it may not be easy to explain the philosophy 
of it to others. We feel we have reasons for it, and 
are satisfied that they are good and true. 

What reasons have we for loving the unseen Sa* 
viour ? We have reasons, many of which are similar 
to those we have for loving the man who freely and 
lovingly abandons the luxuries, the honours, and 
enjoyments of the nobility among whom he was 
bom and entitled to take rank, that he may prove 
a messenger of love and mercy to the suffering and 
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condemned outcasts of society. We have reasons 
akin to those which constrain us to love the mis- 
sionary of the cross, who takes his life in his hand 
and goes to far off lands to disperse the gross dark- 
ness of heathendom with the light of life, and who 
falls beneath the bludgeons of the men whom he seeks 
to save. The story of Christ's life is before us, and 
vie cannot read it intelligently without loving Him. 
That story, during the eighteen centuries that have 
fled since He dwelt on earth, has stirred the heart of 
sonny childhood and of hoary age into a flame of 
lofty admiration and of holy love. It has brought 
liope to the desponding, joy to the sad, light to the 
lienighted, and life to the dead. Infidelity itself no 
longer denies the existence of Jesus Christ. It is 
even melted and moved as it reads the history of 
that noblest of all manly lives; and it hesitates 
not, though it should be with tremulous voice and 
qualified terms, to express its veneration and love for 
Him. While that in Him the Unitarian frankly owns, 
we find the only true and perfect man that ever lived; 
much more then, surely, should the Christian love 
the Lord Jesus ! 

The attractions of His character furnish sufficient 
reasons for loving the unseen Saviour. The Christian 
loves Him on account of His excellencies as a Man. 
Our Saviour is our Brother. In our own conscience 
and consciousness we all have the ideal of what a 
perfect man and perfect brother should be; but, 

n2 
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through all the world and through all history, we 
search in vain for the embodiment of our ideal tiQ 
we look on Jesus Christ. But we have only to look 
into His face, to read His life, to study His character, 
and examine His works, to be convinced that we have 
found at last the One Perfect Man. Never man spake, 
never man loved, never man lived, never man acted, 
never man died like this Man. Our world has seen but 
two real royal men. '' The first man was of the earth, 
earthy," and his glory was a fading flower; "the 
second Man is the Lord from heaven," and thje glory 
of His Manhood is immortal. A brigbiter halo than 
that which girt the head of unfallen Adam, encircles 
for ever the head of Jesus Christ. His biography 
stands ever before us as God's own monument, to 
tell how high the springs of Divine life have risen in 
our sinful world through the medium of a human soul. 
We thank God for such a Man, and for such a 
Brother ; we have found Him whom our soul loveth. 
We love Him because of His excellencies as God. 
If He is a perfect Man He is something more, and, 
therefore, God ; for He has laid claim to Divine attri- — 
butes and Divine glory ; and if He is not God He is -^ 
something less than a perfect man, and something '^S 
worse than a merely imperfect one, because he has *^^ 
made pretensions which, if He is merely "human, are ^^ 
the most unfounded and impious. He is either"*^ 
Divine, or else He is the vUest of all blasphemin^^S 
impostors. But no man haviog any credit for sound^ — - — 
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nesB.of mind and religious intelligence, dare adopt 
and proclaim the latter alternative ; he must, there- 
fore, admit the former; there is no refuge between 
them. " God was in Christ," healing all manner of 
diseases, opening the eyes of the blind, unstopping 
the ears of the deaf, and raising the dead, by the 
same power that first spoke creation into being, and 
still wheels the orbs of heaven in their courses. 
** God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them," but 
giving Himself a sin offering for us, "that we might 
be might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 
His love displayed to us in His own great sacrifice 
first awoke our hearts to love Him in return. " We 
love Him because He first loved us." His love puts 
all other in the shade. He is the centre of attraction 
in the spiritual universe; therefore, we love Him 
supremely. His is an everlasting love ; therefore, we 
mean to love Him for ever, with pure hearts, fer- 
vently. Such is the feeling, such the purpose and 
the language of true Christians regarding their un- 
seen Saviour. 

What proof does the Christian give to others that 
Christ is the chief object of his love ? Love is ever 
anxious to please its object, to defend its character, and 
to promote its best interests. The test of Christian 
love and discipleship is laid down plainly by our 
Lord Himself ; " If a man love Me, he will keep My 
commandments." "Ye are my disciples, if ye do 



182 LOVING THE UNSEEN. 

whatsoever I command you." Obedience to Him as 
Saviour and as King, in respect to holiness of heart 
and life, in attention to secret, family and pubUc 
prayer, to the study of His Word, and the improve- 
ment of all the means of grace; in love to all the 
brethren in Christ — for if we love not our brother 
whom we have seen, how can we love Him whom we 
have not seen ?-^in an earnest, zealous, and constant 
interest in His cause and kingdom, in personal effort 
and sacrifice to spread His Gospel, to advance His 
glory, and to save our fellow men, being willing to 
lay down our life for His sake and in defence of His 
truth. These are the practical proofs of love to the 
unseen Saviour. He may not be prepared to lay^ 
down his life to defend the character and doctrines of" 
the unseen patriot, philosopher, or martyr, whom he 
loves ; but a Christian, of the Paul or Polycarp type, 
is " ready not to be bound only, but die for the name^ 
of the Lord Jesus." Brethren, how can we keep front 
loving and serving Jesus Christ ? Let us prove th^ 
reality and the intensity of our love to Him by" 
striving to fulfil all the good pleasure of His wilL 
He is worthy of all the affection of our hearts ; He is* 
worthy of all the devotion of our being. We are not 
our own but His, for He has bought us with His own. 
precious blood. Let His love, then, constrain us t<> 
live not to ourselves but to Him who died for us and 
rose again, that we might live through Him, and 
glorify Him in our bodies and spirits which are His, 
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Be it ours to have Christ enthroned in our hearts 
for ever as the King of Glory, the Great Friend and 
Lover of our souls. The Apostle teaches us — 

n. What is the Gbound op the Chbistian's Lov^: 
10 the Unseen Savioue. " Believing." 

Love is the fruit of faith. Faith not only works 
by love, but begets it. Faith in the record of the 
life of Christ leads the soul into loving union with 
the Saviour whom it reveals. The Christian believes 
AOt merely in a naked statement of truth, but in a 
fiving personal Christ therein evidently set forth 
crucified for his sins, and raised again for his justifi- 
cation. Through the Divine truth he trusts in the 
Divine Bedeemer, and that trust awakes in his heart, 
as a natural response, the deepest gratitude and the 
rarmest love. His faith in Christ is based on the 
ficripiure testimony concerning Him. That testi- 
mony embodies the evidence of the only competent 
witnesses* They had a prolonged and intimate know- 
ledge of Christ. They saw, and studied, and proved 
the character and works of the Saviour whose history 
they have written and whose love they commend to 
OB. They were the best men of their times ; best in 
moral excellence and in everything thai could fit 
them for being faithful witnesses for Christ. They 
were selected and qualified by the Holy Ghost to 
transmit the story of His life to all who have not 
seen the Messiah. Our faith, resting intelligently on 
their record, serves us instead of personal knowledge* 
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It is all that we can have, and it is all that reason in 
the circumstances can demand. For all practical 
purposes it is as good as the evidence of oar 
senses. 

Our faith in Christ gives us the evidence of con- 
sciousness to confirm the truth of the record which 
we believe. Faith is a realizing power, for it bdngB 
the distant near, reproduces the past> lifts the soul 
into direct contact with the things that are unseea 
leads it into communion a^d fellowship with the Ein{ 
eternal, immortal and invisible, and constitutes thd 
humble and contrite spirit the earthly home of th^ 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. In tha 
heart of the believer in Christ all His excellencies aia 
discovered and tested, and He is there practicaUf 
known and prized as a Saviour, in a way and to % 
degree utterly unknown to those who w^re only cod* 
versant vnth His bodily presence, and His outward 
life. The experimental evidences of Christianity are 
the best, for no argument can undermine, no logical 
artillery can destroy the faith of the man in whom 
Christ dwells the hope of glory. He who has the 
True Witness in himself cannot be driven about 
with every vdnd of doctrine. He is at rest on the 
everlasting rock, and all the waves of doubt and con- 
troversy break harmlessly at his feet. He is satisfied 
with Christ as his Lord and his God, and enjoys TTim 
as aU his salvation and all his desire. Thus knowing 
Jesus, by the experience of a practical faith, the 
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Christian's love to Him increases, as he grows in the 
saving knowledge of his [Lord. He loves Him for all 
that He has done for his soul in the past : he loves 
Him for what He is now doing for him, and working 
in him : he loves Him for all that He has promised 
to do through all the future; but the extent and the 
fervour, as well as the influence of His love, depend 
on the measure and the power of his faith. Dis- 
ciples, who never saw their Saviour in the flesh, 
have loved Him more warmly, more strongly and 
steadfastly than many who did, and have cheerfully 
sacrificed their life for His sake. The secret of their 
love and devotion is found in the unwavering faith 
which they reposed in Him. With that inner eye, 
which no outward adversity can ever darken, they 
saw, and therefore they loved. Him who is invisible. 
Christian faith thus places all believers on an equality. 
Christ is the supreme object of faith and love to each. 
If we have not this love to Him, it is because we have 
not obtained like precious faith, which creates love, 
then works by love and purifies the heart. If we 
wish our faith and love to increase and abound, we 
must continue to meet Him, and to hold fellowship 
with Him, at His mercy-seat, and in His written 
Word. If we would prove ourselves as loving and 
as loyal to our unseen Saviour, we must follow the 
faith of those, the end of whose life was — "Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
It is only such a faith that can dignify our life here, 
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and lead us up to the glorified life hereafter. The 
Apostle teaches us — 

III. That the unseen Saviour is the Chief Soubck 
OP THE Christian's Highest Joy. " In whom, though 
now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

It is in Him that the soul rejoices, and it is from 
Him this joy proceeds. Like love, the joy is de- 
pendant on faith. Spiritual joy is the natural conse- 
quence of faith in the Gospel record, and of trust 
in the Christ which it proclaims ; and it is intensified 
by the flame of love which faith kindles and feeds 
and fans on the altar of the renewed heart. 

It is real joy to have found the only type and living 
illustration of perfect manliood. There is no need now 
to search the world, like Diogenes, for a true man. 
We have found Him, of whom Moses and the Prophets 
did write, the Messiah promised to the fathers, for 
whose coming mankind sighed so long^, and waited for 
ages, in solemn expectation; the Son of Man, the 
first bom among many brethren, and the Head of the 
new creation, and we rejoice in Him as th^ hope and 
pattern of a Christian humanity, and the restorer of 
our lost inheritance. 

It is true joy to have found the fullest and clearest 
revelation of God. There is no need now for men to 
worship an unknown God. " The darkness is past, 
and true light now shineth," for God is in Christ, 
revealing Himself to men, commending His wondrous 
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love to their hearts, and, by the attractions of the 

cross, seeking to win the loving homage of their 

souls. This is the practical end for which Deity 

became united to our nature in the person of Jesus 

Christ. " The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us." " The only-begotten Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He hath made Him known." 

*' God, who in various ways, and in many portions, 

spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." 

Not to turn aside the fury of infinite vengeance, but 

to reveal the depths of infinite mercy and forgiving 

love, has Christ appeared, as our Emmanuel. And 

when we consider the fulness and the glory of the 

manifestation of God which we now have in the 

person, the words and the works of the Lord Jesus, 

we may well say, " Amen," to His own declaration, 

** Blessed are your eyes, for they see ; and your ears, 

for they hear ; for many prophets and righteous men 

have desired to see those things which ye see, and 

have not seen them ; and to hear those things which 

ye hear, and have not heard them." But the full 

tide of blessing, which flows from the fountain of life, 

through " the one Mediator between God and man," 

can only be enjoyed by us as we lay open our spirits 

to receive its constant streams of grace. Compared 

with the good and the great of the past, how highly 

have we been exalted who live under the meridian 

glory of the Sun of Bighteousness ! Since Christ has 
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come, bringing the Father out to view, and dispensing 
life and light, the darkness and death of souls are 
sevenfold sins. The height of our privileges is the 
measure of our responsibility to God. 

It is true joy to Jiave found in Christ God as our 
Saviour. Faith in Him as our personal Redeemer 
vdns the deepest love of the heart, and inspires the 
new bom soul with the very highest joy. It is but 
natural it should be so, seeing that, in finding Christ 
as a Saviour, a sense of sin forgiven, a consciousness 
of adoption into God's renewed family, a sweet peace 
that passeth all understanding, communion with the 
eternal, the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, 
and the hope of heaven are imparted to the believer. 
It is *''joy unspeakable,** for human language is a 
poor medium for translating spiritual thoughts and 
feelings. This joy is spiritual and Divine, and, there- 
fore, it is unutterable. It can only be known byihe 
soul in which it lives and reigns. It is ''joy fuU of 
glory.** There is the full assurance possessed already 
of the glory yet to be revealed. By anticipation the 
vision of future bliss gleams before the Christian's 
raptured sight, and makes his heart exult in the 
foretaste of heaven. Conscious of reconciliation and 
adoption, fully persuaded of his heirship with Christ, 
he has the strongest evidence of the certainty of the 
glorious destiny that awaits him. He rejoices in hope 
of the glory of God. He has never seen Christ on 
earth. He cannot see Him now in the midst of the 



LOYING THE UNSEEN. 189 

throne. Yet, by the realizing power of "faith," 
which ''is the confidence of things hoped for, the con- 
viction of things not seen," he expects to see Him ere 
long, as He is, to be like Him, and to share His 
glory and His joy for ever. The Apostle teaches us — 

IV. That the Unseen Saviour will Consummate 
THE Christian's Faith. " Eeceiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls." 

Jesus owns and honours the faith which the soul 
reposes in Him now. Through faith we receive from 
Him, and are called into the enjoyment of, a present 
salvation, with all its immunities and privileges. 
But He owns and crowns with higher honours still 
the faith which endures unto the end and is per- 
fected. The end of the Christian's faith is ultimate 
and complete salvation. The triumph of faith is 
glory. It is final and complete deliverance from all 
temptation, perfect exemption from suffering and 
sorrow, entire redemption from sin and death. There 
is no night of any kind where Jesus reigns, and 
where He is there shall His servants be also, when 
faith and hope, having accomplished their work as 
aids to Christian progress, are supplanted by the 
actual possession of the things that are above, to 
which they pointed, and on which they helped the 
soul to rest. " Now, we see through a glass darkly ; 
but then face to face." " Eye hath not yet seen the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him." But the things unseen now shall then be 
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seen as they really are in the calm clear light of 
heaven. Faith in the unseen Saviour will then give 
place to the full and perfect vision of the King in all 
His beauty. " It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be ; but we know that when He shall appear we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." And, 
to be like Christ for ever, is the consummation of the 
redemption which He has purchased for us, and the 
end of our faith in Him. "'Tis a consummation 
devoutly to be wished." 

" The King there in His beauty, 

Without a veil is seen : 
It were a well-spent journey, 

Though seven deaths lay between. 
Oh I Christ He is the fountain, 

The deep sweet well of love I . 
The streams on earth I've tasted. 

More deep 1*11 drink above. 

** The bride eyes not her garment. 

But her dear bridegroom's face : 
I will not gaze at glory. 

But on my King of grace ; 
Not at the crown He gifteth, 

But an His pierced hand — 
The Lamb is all the glory 

Of Emmanuel's land." 

An affecting illustration of our subject is furnished 
by an incident that occurred during the late American 
war. An Indiana boy of the 85th Eegiment was lying 
in the hospital. At midnight he sent for a delegate 
of the United States Christian Commission. He was 
dying and wished to leave his little treasures with 
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the gentleman to send them with a letter to his poor 
mother. " Are you a Christian ?*' the delegate asked. 
** Oh, yes !" he replied ; " I was before I joined the 
army. Tell mother that God is with me, and all is 
well." Then, giving three rings to the delegate, he 
Baid, " That is for mother, that for sister, and sister 
will know whom to give the other to. There is one 
thing more," he added, after a pause. A little 
package was taken from his knapsack and brought 
to him. It contained three photographs. He took 
up the first, looked at it intently, and said, " ! 
thank God for a pious mother ; through her prayers 
and instrumentality I was brought to Christ. Good- 
bye, mother ; we shall meet in heaven." He kissed 
it, and laid it down on the cot. He took up the 
second and said, " Thank God for a pious sister. 
We have held sweet communion on earth, sister, and 
we will hold sweeter communion in heaven. Good- 
bye, sister." And he kissed it and laid it down by 
the other. He took up the third, the nameless one, 
and he looked fondly at it, and his eyes filled with 
tears. " Oh !" said he, " I did hope that you and I 
would have had many precious seasons on earth ; but 
God has ordered otherwise. My country demanded 
my services. I gave them cheerfully. But, thank 
God, ere long we*ll both be where there'll be no wars, 
"but where all will be peace throughout eternity. Yes, 
thank God, we'll meet again ; " and he put the pre- 
cious picture to his lips and kissed it, and breathed 
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his last with the photograph lying on his lips. He 
loved his unseen friends^ whom he had often seen 
before, with all the fervour of a young heart's love ; 
but he loved supremely the Saviour whom he had 
never seen. Before he entered the American army 
he had enlisted as a soldier. of the cross, and when 
the brief battle of his life was over, he was called up 
to the presence of Christ, to receive from the unseen 
Captain, whom he loved and served, the end of his 
faith, even the salvation of his soul. 

Brethren, with such a Saviour for us to love and 
serve, with such hopes glowing within us, and such 
prospects stretching out before us, we need not 
complain of the want of society with the good and 
the great. We can live and walk with God. Enoch 
did this: so did those Christian pilgrims whom 
Peter addressed, and so should we. 'We have an 
antidote here to the power of temptation. Like 
Moses, we should endure as seeing Him who is 
invisible, and if we love our unseen Saviour, we shall 
triumph in His love. We have a cure for affliction 
and sorrow. Having Christ in us : loving Him 
supremely, we may sing in all adverse circumstances, 
" Our light afflictions which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we look, not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen ; for the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things which are not seen are eternal." We 
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have a incentive to perseverance in the Divine life. 
We should live as strangers and pilgrims, looking 
ont for the city that hath foundations, and preparing 
for the inheritance of the saints in light. 

We read that on the head of our Lord Jesus Christ 
there are many crowns ; but we also read that in His 
hands are many crowns, too, which, as Saviour King, 
He is waiting to bestow on all who love Him while 
He is unseen, and serve Him while He is invisible, 
in holiness of heart and life — crowns of rejoicing, 
crowns of righteousness, incorruptible crowns, crowns 
of glory, and crowns of life. Meantime, let us cherish 
implicit faith in Him. Though unseen, let us con- 
tinue to love Him with pure and fervent hearts, and 
love Him supremely. His own voice to us is this, 
''Be ye faithful unto death, and all these crowns 
shall be yours." Brethren, hold fast that which ye 
have : let no man take your crown. 
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10D3.L3S— M.->"ForfZKJcv9raq^aearicii,andCheGTed8 Mdc ftfterwisdom: 
biit««pRM^ Chiift cradfled, vnto the Jews a ■tmnlrfiiig MoA, md unto the 
OredkB fooUshncM ; Imt mto Umb wUA are called, taOi Jews and Gneks, 
Ckifjt the power ol God, and tke wisdom of God." 

If yoa collect a number of pieces of the various kinds 
of metals, they will lie as quietly in a heap as if 
they composed one solid mass; bat, introduce a 
magnet, and' at once yoa behold change and separa- 
tion. It reveals the qualities of these metals ; some 
of them it will attract, others it will repel. It is 
a new power and a test of character. 

It is similar in the moral world. Introduce a 
new thought, a new doctrine or system of religion 
among men, and at once there is a spirit of enquiry 
awakened ; a spirit of antagonism in some, and a 
spirit of sympathy in others. The changes which it 
produces will be as varied as the character of the 
minds to which it appeals, and will be determined 
according to the treatment which it receives from 
each individucol. 
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How strikingly have these remarks been verified in 
the history of Christianity ! A special illustration is 
presented in the text in connection with the intro- 
duction of the Gospel into Corinth. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ was proclaimed by Paul 
to the heterogeneous population of that famous city 
as a new, Divine religion, God's last and best reve- 
lation to men. It had to confront every kind of 
heathenism and every species of Judaism, with all 
the errors and prejudices, the ignorance and sins of 
their votaries. It came into collision with philosophy 
and idolatry, with rampant wickedness and the deep 
depravity of the human heart. To the Jew, blinded 
by ignorance of the oracles of God and unquestioning 
faith in the traditions of his fathers, it was a perfect 
scandal, and he spumed it with disgust. To the 
Greek, who could be attracted and satisfied only with 
abstract speculation^, flowers of speech, and eloquent 
orations, the proclamation of the Gospel seemed utter 
folly, and. he turned from it with a sneer of bittter 
contempt. To the lowly and unlearned, who felt and 
owned their spiritual wants, longed for Divine pardon 
and peace, and who embraced the simple, unadorned 
truth in the love of it as God's message to them, it 
brought heaven into their souls, and filled them with 
joy unspeakable and fuU of glory. 

In addressing the Church at Corinth, Paul declares 
honestly that his style of preaching was in striking 
contrast to the prelections of the heathen philoso- 

o2 
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phers and the Jewish doctors. Theirs had all the 
ornaments of human learning, of human art and 
wisdom. His was altogether plain and unattractive. 
His bodily presence was weak and his speech con- 
temptible. His preaching, in the estimation of one 
class of his hearers, was simply scandalous ; in the 
estimation of the other, it was simply foolishness. 
Nevertheless, in that which man deemed weak- 
ness and folly, God had displayed His own power 
and wisdom. In saving sovls by such humble and 
despised means God had shown " that He had chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the mighty, 
that no flesh should glory in His presence." 

I. — ^We have here Two Types of Human Ghabacter 
AMONG Hearers of the Gospel. " Jews and Greeks." 

1. Religious enquirers and objectors. "Jews require 
a sign." 

The Jews require a sign: that is an epitome of 
the history of that wonderful people for 1500 years. 
They were emphatically a credulous race, ever ready 
to believe in the marvellous, and incessantly craving 
after miraculous manifestations. The law and the 
prophets contained the record of a long series of 
Divine interpositions on their behalf, of supernatural 
revelations of God's character and presence, claiming 
their faith in Him as the one Jehovah, and demand- 
ing their constant worship of Him as the only living 
and true God. Hence, when a new religion appeals 
to their faith and claims their homage, they naturally 
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seek such proofs of its divinity as their fathers had 
received of the divinity of the Mosaic dispensation. 
They would have God to speak to them from the 
opening heavens with an audible voice, or to descend 
in visible form as their pillar of fire by night and 
pillar of cloud by day ; or to take up His abode on 
the mount, and, amid blackness, and darkness, and 
tempest ; amid thunder and lightning, the sound of 
a trumpet, and the voice of words, proclaim this new 
revelation of His will to men. Such awe-inspiring 
signs of His presence and authority have not been 
given them in connection with the preaching of the 
Gospel ; how, then, can that new doctrine be true ?■ 
Give us signs, and we will believe. 

But they have ignored the signs which He has 
already given in attestation of its divinity. In the 
supernatural birth, in the unique life, in the un- 
equalled miracles, in the sacrificial death, and in the 
glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ, it has furnished 
the most incontestable proofs that God is its author, 
and that in Jesus Christ is realized all the fulness 
of the good things to come, foreshadowed by that old 
dispensation to which they had so fondly clung as 
the only revelation of the Divine will. 

Such signs were not the kind which they craved, 
hence they could have no faith in the doctrines of 
the Gospel. These signs and these doctrines were 
too spiritual for them. They believed in external, 
sensible forms, and gorgeous religious ceremonies. 
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Their nature and their religion had much of the 
sensuous in them; therefore they had special ob- 
jections to urge against the simple, unattractive, 
spiritual religion of Christ, which appealed to their 
conscience, intellect, and heart, and which demanded 
faith, and not sighty as the indispensable condition of 
its enjoyment. 

They represent many people of the present day. 

There are many who say they wish they could 
believe that Christianity were true, and that, could 
they but get sufficient evidence of its truth, they wonJd 
believe, and who desire that God, in some unmistake- 
able manner, would give the proof they require. It 
is a sensuous religion they want, and the religion of 
the cross is spiritual. They are not satisfied with 
the wondrous signs already given in the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Christ. They are seeking a sign, 
but no sign shall be given them. 

They represent those who are waiting for some special 
manifestation of God ; waiting for His day of power. 
Waiting for some secret, special, and irresistible in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit to convert their souls. 
Hence such persons have a particular objection to 
the simplicity of the Gospel message which demands 
that they should return unto God now, that they 
should cease to strive with the spirit of God who is 
now striving with them to convince them of sin, and 
to lead them to the only Saviour who is now waiting 
to save their souls. 
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They do not believe that God's day of saving power 
is now; that ''now is the accepted time." They do 
not believe the sincerity of God when He declares 
that He is seeking and waiting to save. all who come 
unto Him by Jesus Christ. It seems that God has 
not done enough : He must work a miracle to save 
thepi. They are looking for a sign; but no sign 
shall be given them. 

II. Intellectual Enquirers and Objectors. " The 
Greeks seek after wisdom." 

The search for wisdom is very laudable, especially 
if that desirable object be " the wisdom which <5ometh 
from above." In all times and countries the ques- 
tion, "Where shall wisdom be found, and where is 
the place of understanding?" in some form or other 
had constantly stirred the souls and trembled on the 
lips of men, and nowhere, as in Greece, was this so 
remarkably the case. But in the days of the Apostle 
their love of wisdom had sadly degenerated. Once 
the Greeks were distinguished as lovers of the highest 
style of learning and loftiest speculations. But now 
their philosophy had become mere word wisdom, 
rhetorical wrangling, and empty talk. Their religion 
was merely the worship of the beautiful and the 
useful in science and art. The arts were their reli- 
gion, and through them their religion sunk into 
sensuality. 

They represent those of the present day who can- 
not see any religion save in fine forms and cere- 



200 WISDOM SEEEEBS AND TRUTH SEBSBB8. 

monies, in pomp and show, in paintings and statues, 
in music and candles, whose religion is nothing but 
one of taste. Hollow and deceitful this Greek religion 
proved itself to be. So, unsatisfebctory and false are 
the religion of personal accomplishments and the 
education of taste, which so generally prevail among 
us, as substitutes for the new heart and the religion 
of Jesus Christ. 

The Oreek*$ religion was mere worldly wisdom. His 
pictures and statues, his temples and altars, patronized 
the fine arts, and became the sources of immense 
wealth. In Christianity he saw a grand Iconoclast 
that came to break the images, desecrate the altars, 
and destroy the temples of the gods ; and at once the 
cry arose, not only that the religion of the cross was 
foolish, but, *' our craft is in danger.** The great value 
of religion consisted in its power to minister to worldly 
wealth. • 

In this they represent many people still, whose 
religion is only a passport to respectability, and 
whose profession of Christianity is only assumed as 
the means of success in trade. To such men nothing 
is of any value, not even the Gospel, if it cannot help 
them to grow rich in yellow gold. 

One great feature of the Greek worship was its 
deification of humanity. The Greek mind clothed 
all nature with the attributes of his own humanity, 
and in this worship of his there lay a great latent 
truth, the union of the human and the Divine nature 



WISDOM SEEEEBS AND TBUTH SEEEEBS. 201 

in the supreme object of all adoration. Bat the 
result was that he worshipped every feeling that is 
in man, and hence the basest passions had their 
temples, their altars, and their gods. But all these 
proclaim with warning voice to us that not all that is 
human is Divine. It is only in the sacred person of 
Jesus Christ where the grand mistake is seen to be 
corrected, and all that is truly human is declared to 
be Divine by His mysterious incarnation as God 
manifest in the flesh. 

In the better class of Grecian minds, those who 
really loved for its own sake what was true and noble 
in speculative philosophy, in logic and rhetoric, in 
poetry and music, in painting and sculpture, and who 
cared for nothing else, we find the true representa- 
tives of a class of men still. Those who deem the 
Gospel and the entire system of Christianity too weak 
and barren for their refined tastes and ample and 
cultured intellects, too shallow for their great souls, 
and too mean to satisfy the soaring aspirations of 
their proud spirits. They worship only what is great 
in the human mind and in its wondrous achieve- 
ments. Talent, intellect, reason, must be their gods. 
While He who confers the talents kindles the 
intellect, and inspires and preserves the reason, is 
banished from their thoughts. It is the worship of 
humanity over again ; and thus, in the estimation of 
such men, the preaching of the cross is simply the 
perfection of folly. The Gospel will not aid them 
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to compose epic poems, to paint immortal pictures, 
to solve the problems of philsosophy, to construct 
railways, to invent telegraphs, or to discover stars. 
So tliey dreamy not knowing that Christianity has 
been the great foster mother of all the arts and 
sciences, and has given the grandest of all impulses 
to the inventions, discoveries, and achievements of 
modem times. Through this ignorance their foolish 
hearts are darkened; they exclude the light of the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. They have yet 
to become ^Z« in order that they may be wise. 

With regard to the consequences of their dUettanU 
worship on the minds of the Greeks, these are some 
of its fruits : 

Their hopes of moral satisfaction were doomed to bitter 
disappointment. They discovered that soids have wants 
which all these toy-like fountains cannot supply. 

Their nature was degraded. They sank into reason- 
ing animals, whose all was to be in this life, if that 
could be secured. 

They lost all faith in a future life. Plato's doctrine 
of immortality was to them but an idle dream. As a 
people, they were altogether sceptics ; and when Paul 
preached to them on Mars Hill they mocked at his 
doctrine of the resurrection. 

It is to such consequences as these that many 
of the scientific men of our country are fast drifting. 
An attempt is made to trace our human origin to 
the ape, and it is gravely asserted that there is no 
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distinct spiritual entity in man, and the sooner 
scientific men exclude the term from their vocabulary 
the better ; and the negro is to be voted out of the 
ranks of humanity. 

The non-recognition of God in all the departments 
of nature, of science, and art, soon produces a, state 
of positive scepticism and settled unbelief regarding 
His very existence, and regarding the nature, the 
mission, and the destiny of man. Forsake the grand 
old Book of God, neglect its teachings and the sim- 
plicity which is in Christ, and the sure and logical 
result of such foolishness is, Atheism in heart, 
Atheism in doctrine, and Atheism in life. 

III. We have here the Central Theme op the 
Gospel Preacher. " Christ crucified." 

1. The Oospel is proclaimed in contradistinction to 
miracle working and human reasoning • " Jews require 
a sign," &c. ; hut " we preach" 

In making this assertion Paul has not forgotten 
the wondrous works performed by the Lord Jesus 
to attest His Messiahship and arrest the attention of 
the people to the message of salvation which He pro- 
claimed. He has not forgotten the miracles wrought 
by himself and the other Apostles for the same 
purpose. He regards ail these as but means to a 
higher end. He knew that miracles appealed more 
to the wonder and imagination of a credulous people 
than to the heart and conscience, and that such 
manifestations of Divine power had generally failed 
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to tarn their souls from selfishness and sin, and 
could never purge their consciences from dead works 
to serve the living God. He does not forget that he 
and the other Apostles were mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, and reasoned with powerful effect concerning 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
and expounded in the most concise and conclusive 
manner the doctrines both of natural and revealed 
theology. What he declares is, that the chief busi- 
ness of himself and fellow-preachers was to publish 
the story of the crucified Christ, and to make known 
in direct and homely language the practical, personal 
bearings of the cross of Christ on the hearts, and 
lives, and destinies of men. He plainly asserts that 
miracles and reasonings, good in their own place, 
were subordinate to the high and holy enterprise 
of simply proclaiming the way of salvation through 
the blood of the cross. He knew that '* it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe," and he devoted his life to the preaching 
of the truth which restores peace, purity, and para- 
dise to the souls of men. This is the mission of the 
Christian preacher still. It is not by grand displays 
of intellectual power and pulpit eloquence, " not by 
might nor by powers but by My Spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts," that souls are won to Christ, and the 
triumphs of the Gospel carried out in the earth. 
If the Christian pulpit is to wield the saving in- 
fluence over the souls of the people which God 
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designs it should, its occupants must have hearts 
filled with the love of Christ, lips touched with the 
living coal from the Divine altar, and be faithful in 
proclaiming the fulness and adaptation of the Gospel- 
of redeeming grace. Through such preaching alone 
will the Spirit of God breathe life into the dry bones, 
and make men new creatures in Christ. It is such 
preaching alone that comes in demonstration of the 
Spirit, and with power to save souls from death, and 
to cover multitudes of sins. 

This theme is adapted to the mental state and 
spiritual wants of man. It addresses his intelligence 
and presents truth to his understanding. It can be 
understood by the ignorant as weU as, and often 
better than, by the learned. This is proved — 

By its simplicity. It appeals to facts in the con- 
sciousness of all men — the facts of sin and moral 
accountability. It speaks home to the conscience, 
and claims the heart for God. It satisfies the entire 
moral, intellectual, and spiritual natures of man, in 
so far as these can be satisfied under the present 
constitution of things. It brings him pardon of sin, 
reconciliation and harmony with God, a new nature 
and a new life, new joys and new prospects. It is 
adapted to the intelligence of a child, in its first 
principles and personal relations, as to that of a 
sage. In the simplicity of its teaching it stands in 
striking contrast to that of the Jews and Greeks ; in 
the beauty and utility of its doctrines it transcends 
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their traditions and speculations as the heavens do 
the earth ; it is unique ; it is Divine. 

2. The Christian preacher proclaims a person. " We 
preach Christ.'* The truth we preach is not abstract, 
theoretical, or speculative. It is truth in connection 
with a personal Redeemer. We preach not mere 
goodness in the form of an abstract proposition, or as 
the sum of human virtue which men ought to embody 
in their lives, but the good one; not purity merely, 
but the all-pure one. We preach Christ as the em- 
bodiment and living illustration of all goodness, 
human and divine. 

This style of preaching Gospel truth in union with a 
Person makes Christianity very practical. It sets forth 
the Lord. Jesus, not only as our Saviour, but as our 
example. He is the perfect truth ; He is the perfect 
goodness which we are personally called to imitate. 
His example is left behind for us to copy; we are to 
walk in His footprints ; we are to put on the Lord 
Jesus. The Gospel is, therefore, a very personal and 
practical thing, and it foUows that, when we preach 
the truth concerning Christ, we preach Him. 

Preaching Gospel truth in connection with a living^ 
personal, and present Saviour gives us something to 
adore. We can worship a person, but not a principle 
or a proposition. The Gospel which we preach sets 
before us God revealed in Jesus Christ claiming the 
worship of men. AU the attributes of the Godhead, 
and all the perfections of manhood are united, dis- 
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played, and harmonized in Him for the purpose of 
winning the homage of humanity. God is in Christ 
shining into our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of His own glory. God is in Christ lifted 
up from the earth to draw all men to Himself. Let 
us bow reverently before Him, and worship Him in 
the beauty of holiness. 

8. The subject of this preaching is one who under- 
went extreme humilialion. " We preach Christ 
crucijied.** 

In thus preaching Christ, Paul manifests his own 
simplicity and humility. He could have preached 
eloquently and philosophically. He could have re- 
presented Christ as a king and conqueror, to please 
the Jews, and as a teacher and philosopher, to please 
the Greeks ; but, no, he will only preach Him as the 
crucified Nazarene and the Christ of God. He puts 
no value on forms or ceremonies, or worldly honours. 
He cares not for philosophy or eloquence. In pro- 
pagating the Gospel he will make no compromise to 
gain the applause of men. To him to live is Christ. 
He is nothing, but Christ is everything. With us, 
also, Christ in all things must have the pre-eminence. 

Jesus Christ humbled Himself to death, even the death 
of the cross. Crucifixion was the most shameful and 
ignominious of deaths. The cross was the most 
revolting symbol of degradation, suffering, and in- 
famy to the Jews ; so they scorned to own the Mes- 
siahship of Him who died thereon. They spumed 
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His claims and proudly despised His great saLvation, 
and their pride became their rain. 

The Gospel comes still proclaiming salvation to 
men through the sufferings of Christ on the cross, 
giving Himself there a sacrifice for our sins. It 
brings down every high thought of man regarding 
himself. It strikes at the root of all self-righteous- 
ness so natural to man ; for it makes the soul depend 
for life on the death of the crucified Bedeemer. He 
must have the glory of redemption. He has won 
that glory by His humiliation, suffering, and shame. 
To all proud men who would save themselves by 
works of law, the cross is stiU the same as it was 
to the unbelieving Jews — a thing of hatred and 
disgust. 

To the soul that has been bom again, the cross is 
the chief object of his glory. He grasps it in the 
arms of faith and love ; he builds his hopes around 
it like an arch of triumph, and exclaims, '' God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world is crucified to me 
and I unto the world 1 " 

lY. The Besults of thus PBEAomNQ the Gospel 
ON VABious Classes of Men. '' To the Jews a stumb- 
ling block, and to the Greeks foolishness, &c." 

No man stands in a negative relation to the cross 
of Christ. The results of the Gospel on men are very 
solenm and definite. Its effects are varied according 
to the treatment which it receives &om those whom 
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it addresses ; but results of some kind it must produce 
on all who hear its message. 

1. To the Jews it proved a stumbling-block. They 
could not understand it because their minds were 
blinded by ignorance and prejudice. They would not 
direst themselves of preconceived opinions and the 
teachings received by tradition from their fathers. 
They were looking for something miraculous from 
heaven; hence they refused to look into the Divine 
simplicity and spirituality of the Gospel. The cross 
was an offence to them. They could not get over it, 
but stumbled and fell. It is so still with all who 
cherish the Jewish spirit and act after the Jewish 
fashion. The offence of the cross has not ceased yet. 
While the Gospel is the power of God to the salvation 
of all who believe, it is also the power of God to the 
condemnation of all who believe not, ** who stumble 
at the word, being disobedient." 

2. To the Greeks it is foolishness. There is nothing 
scholastic in it, and so it has no attractions for them. 
Neither does it seem to be of any present personal 
advantage to them. They can live perfectly well, and 
carry on their works of science and art, and all the 
machinery of social progress and civilization without 
it. Did not Greece attain her exalted position and 
win the first name among the nations of the world 
without the aid of such a Gospel ? Yes ! And what 
was the amount and value of it all ? What had her 
achievements, her name, and her fame done for men 
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in moral progress and spiritual culture ? " Their 
foolish hearts were darkened; professing themselves 
wise they became fools." With all their literary cul- 
ture, philosophic lore, and scientific attainments, as 
a people, they had lost their God, and lay weltering 
in a slough of moral abominations. So will it evet 
be with men and nations who deify and worship self; 
" Who know not God and obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Men may brand the Gospel and 
the cross of Christ as utter folly, if they please, but 
they are doomed to discover that there is no other 
power that can ennoble their nature, satisfy their 
wants, and save their souls. Christ crucified can alone 
renew the defaced image of God in the soul of man. 
Christ crucified can alone create '' the new heavens and 
the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

3. To those who are called, Christ preached in the 
Gospel is the power and the wisdom of God. " The 
called of God " have thus a different experience of the 
power of the cross from that of the Jew and the 
Greek. This saving result is produced in the souls 
of those who are not merely called, but who, being 
called, have heard and obeyed the invitation of the 
Gospel ; those, in other words, who hear the word 
of life, and receive it gladly and lovingly into their 
hearts. In their souls it proves itself "the power 
of God unto salvation." 

It seemed otherwise to the Jews. Christ was a root 
out of a dry ground to them, and there was no power 
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in His Gospel to give life, and joy, and glory to man. 
Nevertheless, in that which they despised as perfect 
weakness, God revealed and perfected His strength. 
To the believing souls Christ crucified was " the power 
of Ood " by saving them from the power, the pollu- 
tion, and the punishment of sin, raising them from 
the very depths of Satan to the heights of holiness 
and the hills of God. 

It seemed otherwise to the Greeks. The preaching of 
the cross was meaningless jargon and the perfection 
of folly in their estimation ; but, notwithstanding 
such a sweeping verdict, it was in reality the highest 
style of wisdom — " the very wisdom of God." It did 
what Grecian philosophy never could. It flooded the 
understandings of all who believed with Divine light — 
the light of truth and the light of life. The light 
of the knowledge and the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ shined into their hearts. Instead 
of speculation they had certainty. Before, 

" Thj stretched lame hands of faith, 
And groped and gathered dust and chaff.'* 

Now they grasp and hold with fervent joy the fulness 
of the blessings of the Gospel of Christ. They pos- 
sess God dwelling within them as the hope of glory. 
The wisdom that cometh from above reveals to them 
the deep things of God. The Divine Spirit is their 
teacher, who leads them into all truth. They get 
real knowledge now concerning the living God in all 
His works and ways, especially of his redeeming 

02 
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works and ways in Jesus Christ. They get i 
knowledge now respecting themselves, their dat 
their priyileges, their prospects, and destinies. T] 
have now light with which to live, light with wh 
to die, and light to guide them on their heavenly w 
" Ood hath abomided towards them in all wisdc 
having made known to them the mystery of His ^ 
He gives to them the spirit of wisdom and revelat 
in the knowledge of Himself; that the eyes of tl 
understanding being enlightened, they may know wl 
is the hope of their calling, and what the riches 
the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 1 
exceeding greatness of His power toward them ti 
believe. Christ is thus made unto them wisdc 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption: tl 
are complete in Him." 

Brethren, let us prize our high calling of God 
Christ Jesus, and seek to know still more of 1 
love, that we may be filled with all the fulness 
God. Let us never be ashamed of Christ and ] 
Gospel, but stand up for Him, fight His battles, 8 
spread the victories of His Cross. 

"What think ye of Christ?" Is He the poi 
of God and the wisdom of God as a Saviour to yo 
or is He a stumbling-block to your soul, and fooli 
ness in ygur esteem ? " Whosoever shall fall on t 
stone shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it si 
fall it will grind him to powder." 



SERMON XI. 
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Hatt. xil. 49~50.—** While He yet talked to the people, behold, Hie mother and 
Hia brethren stood without, desiring to speak with Him. Then one said onto 
Him, Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with 
Thee. But He answered and said unto him that told Him, Who is My mother? 
and who are Ify brethren ? And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, 
and said, Behold My mother and My brethren ! For whosoever shall do the will 
of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother." 

There was once a man who had an only son, to 
whom he was very kind, and gave everthing that he 
possessed. When his son grew up and got a house, 
he was very unkind to his poor old father, whom he 
refused to support, and turned him out of doors. 
The old man said to his grandson, '' Go and fetch 
the covering from my bed, that I may go and sit by 
the way-side and beg/' The child burst into tears, 
and ran for the covering. He met his father, to 
whom he said, " I am going to fetch the rug from my 
grandfather's bed, that he may wrap it round him, 
and go a begging." The boy went for the rug, and 
brought it to his father, and said to him, ''Pray, 
father, cut it in two; the half of it will be large 
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enough for grandfather, and perhaps yon may want 
the other half when I grow a man, and turn you out 
of doors." The words of the child^ struck him bo 
forcibly, that he immediately ran to his father, and 
asked forgiveness, and was very kind to him till he 
died. 

So deeply planted in our nature are the principles 
of the Fifth Commandment, that, apart from revela- 
tion, it seems to me we are constrained to admire the 
feelings and conduct of that boy as altogether good 
and noble, and to brand those of his parent, in the 
first instance, as altogether inhuman and infamous. 
Let men ignore the claims of their parents, and ne- 
glect their filial obligations : let the bonds of filial and 
fraternal affection be snapt asunder, and humanity 
is degraded beneath the level of the brutes. 

The verses before us bring up this subject — '^Chrisfs 
relation to His kind/rsd, and the way in which He treats 
His friends.** 

I. An Appeal to Christ's Social and Moral Nature. 
** Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without desiring 
to speak with Thee.** 

1. It is an appeal to His affection. It is probable 
that Jesus had been absent from home for a con- 
siderable time, and consequently had not seen His 
friends. He had been travelling up and down the 
country, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, healing 
all manner of diseases, reproving aelf-righteous men, 
comforting the broken-hearted, and pointing the 
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weary souls of all to the true light, the tree of life, 
and the river of God. His was an arduous work, in 
which there was little to cheer, blit almost every- 
thing to provoke and discourage Him. Surrounded 
by hosts of unsympathizing men, by many who 
scorned to oWn His claims and authority as the 
Messiah, and who hesitated not to attribute the 
miracles which He wrought to Satanic agency ; how 
joyful must have been the Man of Sorrows when it 
was announced to Him that His mother and bre- 
thren were without desiring to see Him. Surely 
here is sympathy for Him at last ! Surely here 
are friends who love Him, who know the meaning 
of His mission, and who will be ready to cheer 
Him on in His work of faith and labour of love. 
How enduring and suggestive to Him would be the 
words "mother'* and '* brethren/** Mother/ what 
sacred associations cluster around that name ! It 
is only he who is an orphan or far away among 
strangers, who fully wakes up to the music of that 
name. It thrills him with feeUngs that barren words 
are utterly inadequate to express. To him ** A mother 
is a mother still ; the holiest thing alive." And that 
word "brethreuy** too, how it reminds one of early 
days, our youthful playmates, and our hallowed 
home ! Home / oh, how we love it, and all who are 
there ! No man is a true man who does not love 
parents y brethren, and home, with all the ardour of 
his soul. Jesus was a true man — the one true man; 
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and 80 this announcement mast have stirred the 
deepest feelings of His heart. 

2. It is an appeal tp His sense of duty. They 
were desirous to speak with Him. . Moral claims 
are higher, holier, and more imperative than those 
of mere social or family affection. Moral claims lay 
hold on the soul or moral nature of a man ; and the 
way in which he treats these claims determines his 
character, as good or bad. But moral claims spring 
out of social and family relations. Such claims His 
mother and brethren assuredly had on Jesus. As a 
true man He must have recognized these claims, and 
felt it to be His duty to comply with their request. 
Placed in such cheerless, harassing circumstances, 
far from home, and in the midst of malignant foes, 
might we not have expected that He would have 
rushed at once to the loving embrace of His mother? 
Observe, however, 

II. His Treatment of this Appeal. Instead of 
at once hastening to embrace His friends and to 
honour their request, he answers abruptly and in- 
troduces another subject, " Who is My mother, and 
who are My brethren ?" 

1. This language seems to indicate coldness of heart 
and harshness of conduct on the part of the meek and 
lowly One. But it is only seemingly so. It was not 
from want of love and respect that He thus acted. 
He who was subject to His mother and reputed father 
for thirty years, who was touched with compassion 
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for the widow of Nain, who wept at the grave of 
Lazarus and over the doomed city, who told the 
women of Jerusalem to weep not for Him but for 
themselves and their children, who prayed for His 
fiercest foes, "Father, forgive them," who said to 
His mother, as He hung on the cross, " Woman, be- 
hold thy son," and commended her to the care of His 
beloved disciple, saying, "Behold thy mother." In 
short, He who was the noblest man that ever trod 
our world, could not act an unkind part, either as a 
brother or a son. 

2. This strange reply was given to serve a double 
purpose. 

Neither His mother nor His brethren were fully 
alive to the dignity of the Man Christ Jesus, nor to 
the true nature and importance of His sublime mis- 
sion. They, doubtless, had heard from rumour's 
thousand tongues what a sensation He was making 
all over the land, and how He was bringing down on 
Himself the fierce wrath and persecuting power of 
His bigoted countrymen in high places. They were 
not prepared to believe that He was the God-sent 
Man, whose work it was to fulfil the law and the 
prophets, and to abrogate the entire Jewish economy. 
They never seem to have believed that He really 
was to introduce an entirely new order of things, a 
spiritual dispensation, a kingdom not of this world. 
Hence they are alarmed for His welfare^ and now 
they seek to induce Him to withdraw from the danger 
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to which He has incautiously exposed Himself, if not 
to abandon entirely the work in which He is engaged. 
It is evident their intention is to interrupt Him. 
They are not only afraid for His personal safety, 
but also for the state of His mind. Mark says that 
when his friends heard of His works and the multi- 
tudes that followed Him, " they went out to lay hold 
on Him, for they said He is beside Himself.*' John 
says, '^ neither did His brethren believe on Him." 
Jesus knew this ; hence He used the language before 
us, in the first place, as a gentle reproof to their 
unbelief. His aim clearly was, in as mild a manner 
as possible, to check those thoughts and feelings of 
theirs which were not in unison with His own. But, 
secondly. He gave this strange reply for the purpose 
of fixing the attention of His hearers on a great 
spiritual reality. 

The Jewish people held low and erroneous notions 
of the kingdom which the promised Messiah was 
coming to establish. They in their pride hardly 
deemed themselves belonging to the common race of 
man; they were the peculiar favourites of heaven, 
and all other nations were unclean, barbarians, and 
dogs. They were eagerly looking for one who was 
coming as a mighty, conquering Prince, to restore 
their nation to a state of unsurpassed temporal 
grandeur. In Christ, with aU His pretensions to be 
the Messiah promised to the Fathers, they were sadly 
disappointed; nay, He fearlessly cut their pride to 
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the heart, and crushed their hopes, by declaring that 
many would come from the east and the west and sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the king- 
dom of heaven, while they, who plumed themselves 
on being the children of the kingdom, should be 
cast out. 

These words were uttered to draw their minds away 
from those material and temporal notions which they 
cherished regarding the Christ of God and His coming 
kingdom. He was always ready to turn any passing 
incident to a spiritual account. So, here, He puts 
these unexpected questions that He may have the 
opportunity of expounding one of the most mo- 
mentous spiritual truths. This fact brings out the 
perfect spirituality of His nature, and of all His aims 
among men. He still holds out to view the supreme 
claims of His kingdom on the souls of men. He 
is here pressing these claims on you. I ask you, 
in His name, how have you responded to them? 
Hiftve you entered the kingdom of God ? 

III. Christ's Relation to His Disciples. "He 
stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and 
said. Behold My mother and My brethren." 

1. Observe here His humility and condescension. No 
Jew could have expected the great coming King to 
have stooped so low as to keep company with the 
poor, the unlearned, the publicans, and sinners of 
society. And were Christ to appear in British society 
at the present day as He did then, He would just 
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be as unpopular with the men in high ^aces in 
Church and State as He was in the days of ffis 
iSesh. With all oar flaming professions of yeneration 
for Christ and attachment to His cause, how very 
few carry out the spirit of Christ with regard to 
respect of persons and class distinctions. A man is 
not venerated and esteemed because he is a soul and 
a friend of Christ, but because of his wealth and 
standing in society. What a wretchedly poor and 
miserable thing is the philanthrophy of our day, and 
of society at large, compared with the philanthropy 
of the Bedeemer ! Man's love for man is limited to 
sects and parties ; it extends only to the shores of 
his own little country, or to those whose skin or creed 
is of the same colour as his own. The philanthropy 
of Jesus Christ is world embracing; it terminates on 
man as man, for He is the Brother of the race. He 
laid aside the glory of Deity ; He veiled His Divinity 
in our humanity so that He might get near to man, 
and lift him from his degraded state to his true 
position in the universe. "Ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich.*' But His grace and con- 
descension stop not there — at His poverty, sufferings, 
and death for man. Those who accept the treasures 
of His grace, though they have been sinners of the 
vilest stamp, enter into the most endearing relation- 
ship to Him. 
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Though He is holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners, ''He is not ashamed to call us 
brethren.** Standing in this relation to Jesus Christ, 
what need you care, my brother, about worldly wealth 
or honours? Why should you fear the frown or 
court the smile of the great ones of the earth? 
'* Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be ; but we know that 
when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is.*' 

2. Observe the privileges of Christ's disciples. If He 
regards them so affectionately as to call them His 
mother and brethren, nay, as more intimately united 
to Him than such earthly relations, they in return 
can claim Him as their Elder Brother and Best 
Friend. From a mother and brethren we draw, as 
from perennial springs, living draughts of sympathy 
and love to bless us in our earthly pilgrimage. In 
their smile we enjoy life. In Jesus we have the 
** Brother of Consolation,** our Guide and Teacher, 
infinite in wisdom, in power, and love. He is the 
Friend who sticketh closer than a brother. He will 
be with us when all earthly friendships are for ever 
broken up. Heisvota respecter of persons^ but He is 
a respecter of character. In the sublimity of His 
spiritual affection He overlooks all class distinctions 
and mere temporal relationships, and identifies Him- 
self with those who learn of Him. A disciple is a 
learner ; hence His entreaty to all men is, " Take 
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My yoke upon you, and learn of Me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto your 
• souls.'' Let us ask ourselves, are we loving and 
prizing this privilege of being called the brethren 
of Jesus ? Are we proving our relationship to Him 
as disciples and brethren by learning daily of Him, 
walking in His footprints, doing His will, and imi- 
tating Him in all His imitable perfections ? To do 
less than that is to mis-improve our privileges, to live 
beneath the dignity of our kinship, and to prove 
traitors to our profession of love to Him. 

IV. The NiLTUBB op the Union bbtwebn Christ 
AND His Disciples. " Whosoever shall do the will 
of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My 
brother, and sister, and mother." 

1. It is a spiritual union. It is by doing the will 
of Ood that men are made one with Jesus. Obe- 
dience is the result of will. Will, or the power to 
determine his own choices and acts, is the chief 
glory of man. It is because God has endowed him 
with this power that he is said to be made in the 
image of God. From the possession of this power 
arises his moral responsibility to obey the claims 
of his Maker. *' If ye be willing and obedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land ; but if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured by the sword." 

Observe, Christ does not say, ''Whosoever does 
the will of My Father," but "Whosoever shaU 
do.'* He speaks conditionally, and this contingency 
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again teaches us that union with Jesus is to be the 
result of the soul's free surrender to the loving service 
of God. 

2. There is, then, one supreme vnU. " The will of 
My Father which is in heaven." 

These words bring God out to view as the Moral 
Governor of the universe. The term will used here 
cannot mean God's power of volition ; because, what- 
ever the Divine wiU determines to do, is, and must be 
done. The language before us implies that God's 
will may be disregarded ; and from other passages of 
Scripture, as well as from daily experience, we learn 
that men do oppose and resist the will of God. The 
expression, then, must be equivalent to the revealed 
will of God regarding human duty. Jesus obeyed the 
will of God in becoming incarnate to make a pro- 
pitiation for the sins of man. He said, '' Lo, I come 
to do Thy will; I delight to do Thy wiU, my God." 
And His whole life was one sublime act of self- 
sacrifice, for the sake of man, to the will of God. 
His followers are required to yield a like obedience, 
loving and constant ; and it is only when we cheer- 
fully comply with this reasonable demand, and yield 
ourselves up as living sacrifices to be consumed in 
His service, that we enter into closest spiritual union 
and conscious holy fellowship with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. 

Obedience to the will of God : that involves every- 
thing pertaining to Christian character, and Christian 
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effort. '' Tliis is the will of God, even yonr sanctifi- 
cation." Try, then, your kinship to Christ by this 
test. Are you daily working out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling ? Are you liker Christ, and 
is your final salvation nearer, than when you first 
believed? Regarding your work for God, as Chris- 
tian men, professing to be brethren of Jesus Christ, 
this is His will — " God will have all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth/* But He 
demands ^your help to bring them to the knowledge 
of the truth. Are you alive to your responsibilities 
in this great and solemn work ? Do you appreciate 
the honour of being constituted fellow-workers with 
a three-one God? Are you living, praying, and 
labouring for the salvation of those around yon 
perishing for lack of knowledge? Kinship with 
Jesus Christ ! Is there not sufficient inspiration in 
that to make you determined to know nothing among 
men save Jesus Christ and Him crucified ? Kinship 
with Jesus Christ ! Is there not sufficient inspiration 
in that to make you ask every day of your existence, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?'* and to make 
you exclaim, " For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain ? '* 

, 3. The extent of the Christian family. "Whosoever." 
Union with Jesus, and all the privileges which that 
sacred relationship implies, are enjoyed by every soul 
doing the will of the heavenly Father. Christ makes 
no distinction between those who come to Him in the 
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spirit of disciples. In His uncommon, generous love, 
all are alike treated as brethren. It is not creed or 
church that determines whether a man is one of this 
family. It is doing the will of God. Hence we may 
expect to find its members among all parties, and 
in all conditions of life. 

Because we are men endowed with an intellectual, 
moral, and immortal nature, we are not merely 
members of the human race; we are members of 
the great intellectual family of God scattered through 
all worlds. There is no spirit, however exalted, with 
which we have not common thoughts and feelings. 
But when we are united to Jesus Christ in the bonds 
of the Gospel, our kinship to Him restores us to our 
true position in the great spiritual family of God in 
heaven and in earth. We are admitted into intimate 
and fraternal communion with Christ Himself, and 
are dearer to Him than the unfallen angels : in re- 
deemed men He sees the fruit of the travail of His 
soul, and is satisfied. 

Behold what an intense, immense, and tender love 
is the love of Christ to His brethren. All the strong 
and manly love of a brother who has been your com- 
panion from childhood, and who is ready to defend 
you in the hour of danger, and assist you in the time 
of trial and adversity ; all the sweet and gentle affec- 
tion of a sister, ever proud of her brother, and ever 
acting the part of a ministering angel toward him. 
And, as a climax to the whole, all the watchful, self- 

Q 
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sacrificing, melting love of a mother toward her only 
son; all this, and infinitely more than this, is gathered 
up in the heart of Jesus Christ, and flows forth in 
living streams to bless His brethren. 

We have not yet fully understood the love of Jesus 
Christ. We have not yet felt, as we ought, its won- 
drous and immortal power. Let us now lay open 
our spirits to the flow of that divine tide, that we 
may be filled with all the fulness of God. The love 
of Christ is the glory of God. Let us gaze into that 
love ; that we may be changed into the same image, 
from glory to glory, from goodness to goodness, from 
love to love, even as by the Lord the Spirit. 

But these words were intended for unbelievers as 
well, to incite them to become the kindred of Jesus 
Christ. No matter how great and numerous may 
have been your sins, you may be numbered among 
the brethren of Jesus. There is no good reason why 
you should not. It is, therefore, your duty to become 
united to Him in spiritual bonds. 

Do you ask, how am I to become a brother of Jesus 
Christ? I answer, Jyy doing the will of Ood. Not by 
trying, in the first place, to live a holy life of obe- 
dience to the law of God. That is what you cannot 
do until the principles of a new life are implanted in 
your soul. To become united to Jesus Christ you 
must do the Gospel will of God, by which souls are 
bom from above. " Of His own will begat He us 
by the word of truth :" " being bom again, not of 
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corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God whi<3h liveth and abideth for ever." Eeceive 
the immortal seed into your soul; believe the great 
truth regarding the great love of Jesus in giving 
Himself a sacrifice for your sins, and you will pass 
from death into life, and become one of the brethren 
beloved of the Lord. Know your God, and trvst in 
Him as Jesus has revealed Him, and you will not 
only be united to Christ as your Brother and Saviour, 
but you will begin to think God's thoughts, to feel 
His feelings, and to will His will in a finite degree. 
This is the first supremely imperative command which 
your God calls you to obey, " that you should believe 
on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, as He hath 
given you commandment ;" that you should 

" Believe, and show the reason of a man ; 
Believe, and taste the pleasure of a God; 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb." 

4. Because this union is spiritual, it shall be eternal. 

Compared with this union — kinship with Jesus 
Christ — ^what are all the unions and friendships of 
earth and time ? They are but " bubbles blown for 
death to burst." Husbands and wives, you love each 
other with pure hearts fervently — you are happy in 
your union ; but if you are only husbands and wives, 
your union will be broken up, never again to be 
renewed. The hour is at hand when you must part, 
never to meet again, and never to cherish for each 
other the same holy affection. Parents and children, 

2q 
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your hearts and homes are now full of hliss because 
of your sacred union with each other ; but if ye are 
only parents and children, you too will soon have 
to submit to an eternal separation. Brothers and 
sisters, in the intensity of your affection you could 
die for each other ; but if ye are only brothers and 
sisters, death will put an end to your tender re- 
lationship. 

Death is the leveller of all earthly distinctions, 
and of all merely temporal unions and relations. 
Man of the world, in that dread hour what will your 
pleasure and your money avail you ? Of what use 
will your connection with the wealthy, the learned, 
the titled, and the great ones of the earth be then ? 
Death laughs at your folly and says, " the prey is 
mineJ* You must be content to be banished to the 
penal settlements of God's universe, b, friendless, home- 
less, orphan soul; "a wandering star, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." 

Brethren, be ever true to Jesus Christ and true to 
one another; cleave to Him as the centre of all 
spiritual union ; and your union with Him and with 
each other will survive the shock of death ; you will 
be able to sing, "Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ ?" The union formed with Him and 
with each other on His footstool shall be renewed 
and perfected before His throne. 
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PSALM zlYl. 10.—" Be stiU, and know that I am Gkxl.'' 

This is one of the grandest songs of faith and hope. 
It proclaims the believer's confidence in God, declares 
the privileges of the Church, describes her enemies 
and Helper, announces Divine judgments, and de- 
clares that God will be made glorious. This psalm 
has been a source of inspiration and power to be- 
lieving souls in all ages of the Church. It was sung 
by Luther on his way to the Diet of Worms. 

I. EELiaious Stillness is a Divinely Imposed 
Duty. It is solemn and imperative, because — 

1. It is God who commands it. His right to give 
law is found in His greatness, goodness, wisdom, and 
power. He knows what is best for us. 

2. This command does not ignore the use, nor depre- 
ciate the value of speech, or the common activities of life. 
Speech serves most important purposes ; its worth is 
incalculable; business and labour are needful and 
ordained ; common work has been sanctified by Christ, 
who was a working man. 
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3. Reasons for the duty. God has the best of reasons 
for imposing law on man. 

(a). In the constant hustle of business men are apt to 
forget their spiritual nature, wants, and relations. Apt to 
become materialists. Hence the need of Sabbath hours, 
times of seclusion, stillness, and meditation. Spiritual 
powers are wasted by constant devotion to the world. 

(6). Incessant talk is a foe to Christian intelligence. 
The clever constant talker is generally a poor thinker^ 
and a weakling in spiritual growth. Hence God calls 
on men to devote a certain portion of time to stiUness 
and reflection. True Christian life is impossible apart 
from obedience to His command. 

4. Circumstances in which religious stiUness is neces- 
sary. When Divine judgments are abroad in the 
earth. Be still, then, and in solemn thought ponder 
God's purpose; learn to worship and honour His 
will. B£ still, in view of all the special dispensations of 
Providence, that we may more fully understand, ad- 
mire, and adore both the Divine goodness and severity, 
so that these things may produce in us their intended 
results. Be stiU, and murmur not, though troubles 
assail. Be still, and cease to sin against God. There 
are times when it is of the highest moment to 
commune with one's own heart and be still. There 
are times when "our strength is to sit still." His 
command is " Be silent, 0, all flesh, before the Lord, 
for He is raised up out of His holy habitation." 

It would be greatly to our benefit if we frequently 
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worshipped God in solemn stillness, in social gather- 
ings, and in public assemblies, " The Lord is in His 
holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him." 

Into the stilled spirit tides of Divine blessings flow, 
which are never enjoyed by the mere bustling talker. 
We need, then, to be still, to shut our mouths, to 
Bhut out the world, to get alone with God. 

U. Beligious Stillness is Neoessaby to make us 
Acquainted with God. This is the grand purpose of 
the command. 

1. The knowledge of Ood is the most important branch 
of learning. It will take eternity to exhaust the revela- 
tion of God. Eternity is spent in the study of Jehovah. 
The greatest intellects on earth have been devoted to 
the acquisition of this highest style of knowledge. 

Knowledge of God depends on knowledge of our- 
selves. Self-knowledge is impossible apart from 
religious stillness. Mind has the power to retire 
into self, and. survey its world of wonders. To know 
self, and to know God in any degree in relation to 
self, demands religious stillness and study. 

2. Ood is unknown to the frivolous, the unreflective, 
and the mere talker. Absorbed in trifles and gew- 
gaws, they shut themselves out from seeing, feeling, 
and enjoying God. They close the channels of 
communication between them and Him. They are 
" alienated from the life of God through the igno- 
rance that is in them.*' 

; 3. Ood becomes increasingly known and enjoyed by 
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the studious Christian soul. Learns more and more 
that Ood is Ood. How much is involved in that? 
Sees more clearly into His glorious attributes and 
will. There was more sense in hermit life than some 
are apt to imagine. There is much in the world to 
dissatisfy and disgust. Much even in the Church to 
drive men into absolute solitude with God. Yet these 
men carried their obedience to this command too far; 
they forgot social duties and neglected the activities 
of life ; hence they developed only part of their nature 
and character ; the world was unblessed by them. 

Their mistake is a lesson to us ; but some of them 
reaped advantages great and good. By a due ob- 
servance of this command, '* Be stilly' we may reap 
the same spiritual blessings, and yet fulfil our social 
duties, and perform our worldly work, and thus 
develope in some measure a wholeness of Christian 
manhood. We must have set times and seasons for 
observing religious stillness in the Divine presence. 

Obey this command and we must increase in our 
knowledge of Him, especially as our God in Christ, 
and we shall thus enjoy Him more. 

4. This religious stillness gives new life and power to 
the soul. How mighty, yet how still are the great 
forces of nature I Light flies at the rate of 12^000,000 
miles in a minute, yet it falls unfelt on the infant's 
eye-balls. Heat works unseen and silently, and yet 
it revives all nature, and clothes the earth in beauty. 
Gravitation, in profound silence, preserves the balance 
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of the world. Silently the stars are rolling and 
shining above us. Silently death works in the graves 
beneath us, and reduces the bodies of men into their 
primitive elements. Silently the ages sweep along 
and bear us with them to eternity. Silently God's 
Spirit breathes on the dry bones, and dead souls 
awake to a new and Divine life. 

Thus, in the stillness of the closet, in the silence 
of meditation, in holy, quiet communion with God, 
the Christian soul grows in Divine knowledge, fellow- 
ship, likeness, joy, and power. 

The Christian soul that grows under these silent 
sacred influences will be a power and blessing in the 
world, though he may utter very few words. What 
we want is spiritual life and reality, not mere talk.^ 
All talk that does not come from spiritual life, and 
conduce to spiritual profit, to promote spiritual life 
and power is worse than wasted. In view of this 
fact how great is our responsibility! Christ says, 
"that every idle word that men shall speak they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment/* 

Much of the professedly religious talk, which 
comes from those who profess and call themselves 
Christians, must prove utterly worthless, just because 
it is not the natural outflow of spiritual life derived 
from silent fellowship with God ? 






ffw^tit irfskfe f^Kfcs to ^Aers^ Hkt tawtoii tihe dnncfer, 
jkfi^ ^«/i£tKrm ^ tiK ftifTfltr in secsbr ve^ccts as 
WkU i^ in i^firitwkL To afl m^n ex^aised in pfondmg 
f^ te^mf^ fd hjfabtk^ Hbetaij enlotauiiiBeixlB for the 
ir^/rkui^ ekuHM^ after the tofla of the day, with all my 
hiMtt I f^jf God iipe<d jon in joor work. 

SewfittiuiU^mf I think I can suggest a higher style 
fft imUirtAinmentii in literature and mnsie than those 
wtiU'M hhve lately become so common and so popular 
through the country. 

[ bold in my hand a wonderful little book, a copy 

* A iKipuUr dUtcottnei foggefted by the institiition of ^Peimj 
liniulingi.'' 
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of which you can purchase for sixpence, from which 
many exquisite readings might be given, accompanied 
with selections of music from the great masters, 
which would constitute a literary and intellectual, 
a musical and spiritual treat of the highest order, 
fitted to produce the most blessed results on the minds 
and characters of the audience ; though, it is greatly 
to be feared, it would be anything but popular, com- 
pared with those in which the frivolous and comic 
elements chiefly predominate. 

I think it was to this book that Paul made 
special reference when he so earnestly enjoined 
young Timothy to give attendance to reading. Paul 
knew well the truth embodied in. the remark after- 
wards made by Lord Bacon, that "reading makes 
a full man ; " and, therefore, though he commends 
Timothy for having known this book from his child- 
hood, he insists on his reading on, that he might 
know it still better; and thus, as a man of God, 
be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. The 
book has grown since then, but is now complete ; it 
is the composition of nearly forty different authors, 
who discuss subjects of eternal moment to every man. 
It contains history, biography, poetry, moral philo- 
sophy and theology, enshrined in sacred and glowing 
eloquence, and arrayed in the most beautiful literary 
attractions. It has imperative and deathless claims 
on the constant attention and reverent study of every 
man, for with it the happiness and destiny of each 
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Boul is intimately and unalterably related for time 
and eternity. 

" In this book, which has been a nniversal favotirite 
with the great and good of all times and coontrieSy 
we find a bold originality, a power and a beauty 
altogether unequalled. To such an extent is this the 
case, that when some of its poetical descriptions are 
presented to men of literary tastes for the first time, 
they are perfectly amazed and enraptured with their 
beauty ! A young literary gentleman was once de- 
scanting largely about the unequalled beauty of Shak- 
speare's celebrated passage — 

" The cload-capp'd towen, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself 
Yea, all which it inherit shall dissolve, 
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded, 
Leave not a rack behind/' 

He affirmed it to be unmatched in the language ; but 
a gentleman presently quoted these words from this 
little book — " And I saw a great white throne, and 
Him that sat on it from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away, and there was found no place for 
them.*' The scholar was amazed at the eclipse of his 
favourite poet, and asked which of our classic writers 
was author of the wonderful passage. When told 
where he would find it, he replied, ^' I must read that 
book more frequently than I have done." Well might 
he marvel at the incomparable sentence, for its poetry 
towers above the conceptions of common men like 
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the heavens above the earth. Yea, we may safely 
assert that even Shakspeare could not have penned 
his famous passage had he not been familiar with 
the wonderful utterances of this book, and imitated 
its imagery. In this very instance you have proof 
that — 

** A glory gilds the sacred page, majestic like the sun ; 
It gives a light to every age, it gives, but borrows none." 

* We may safely affirm that if all that has been drawn 
from this book, which refers or is related to it, were 
blotted out of our literature, the great majority of 
books would become a riddled mass — an unintelligible 
and useless conglomeration of verbosity and non- 
sense. Take a few more specimens of the obligations 
under which our great poets lie to this little book. 
In it we find these words — " He bowed the heavens 
and came down ; and darkness was under His feet. 
And He rode upon a cherub and did fly : yea He did 
fly upon the wings of the wind." 

Stemhold paraphrases the passage thus : — 

** On cherubs and on cherubims 
Full rojally He rode, 
And on the wings of mighty winds 
Came flying all abroad.*' 

Dryden imitates it thus : — 

*' On wings of all the winds to combat flies^.'* 

And again, — 

'' And now sublime she rides upon the wind." 
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Pope puts it as follows — 

'* Not God alone in the still calm we find, 
He mounts the storm and rides upon the wind." 

Addison has it, — 

** Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the storm." 

The unfortunate Chatterton has it, — 

** And rides upon the pinions of the wind." 

And Gray, — 

** With arms sublime that float upon the air." 

And Milton, — 

** And with mighty wings outspread, 
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the vast abyss." 

In another part of this little book we have this 
passage, which is clearly a quotation and improve- 
ment of the former, '^He maketh the clouds His 
chariot and walketh upon the wings of the wind." 
This has been imitated by 8hakspeare, who says, — 

** Bestrides the lazj-paced clouds, 
And sails upon the bosom of the air." 

And by Thomson, who says — 

" Till Nature's King, who oft 
Amid tempestuous darkness dwells alone, 
And on the wings of the careering winds 
Walks dreadfully serene." 

Pope in the " Iliad *' has the following : — 

** But various Iris, Jove^s commands to bear. 
Speeds on the wings of winds through liquid air." 
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Kirke White has it thus : 

" Gk)d of the uniyerse I Almighty One ! 
Thou who dost walk upon the winged winds. 
Or with the storm, Thy ragged charioteer, 
Ridest from pole to pole." 

Cowper's version is familiar, — 

" God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform ; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm." 

Shelley makes good use of it in ** The Revolt of 
Islam," — 

" So, from that chasm of light, a wing'd form, 
On all the winds of heayen, approaching ever, 
Floated, dilating as it came.'' 

Such are a few examples of the myriads of proofs 
that might he adduced to show the indebtedness of 
our literature to this one book; and in view of 
them, we may well ask, if such great men consider it 
worthy of their earnest study because of its literary 
beauties, is it not as worthy of ours for the very same 
reason ? 

What poetry, ancient or modem, can supply us 
with a picture like the following : — 

** In thoughts from the visions of the night, when 
deep sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me, and 
trembling, which made all my bones to shake. Then 
a spirit passed before my face ; the hair of my flesh 
stood up. It stood still, but I could not discern the 
form thereof. An image was before mine eyes; 
there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying. 
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' Shall mortal man be more just than God ? Shall a 
man be more pore than his Maker? Behold, He 
pat no trust in His servants; and His angels He 
charged viiih folly. How mnch less in them that 
dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the 
dust, which are crushed before the moth?" Byron's 
paraphrase of this picture in print has done anything 
but improve it. 

There is a magnificent passage in the same section 
of the book in which the Almighty is represented 
as speaking out of a whirlwind. Its power and in- 
vention, its elegance and refinement, its boldness and 
variety of metaphor, its delicacy and majesty of 
thought, completely defy all attempts to equal or 
amend it. With what a vivid imagination does the 
writer proceed, with the utmost freedom and ease, 
to lay before us his profound and lofty thoughts ! 

Without a semblance of effort He goes down to 
'* the foundations of the earth," stands ** at the door 
of the ocean," visits "the place where the day-spring 
from on high takes hold of the uttermost parts of the 
earth," enters into " the treasures of the snow and 
the hail," traces " the path of the lightning of the 
thunder," penetrates the secret chambers of nature, 
and demands, " hath the rain a father ? or who hath 
begotten the drops of dew?" Wanders from the 
warm and sweet Pleiades to *'the stem Orion in his 
Arctic tower," **the belted giant of the skies," and 
in his rapid course hears **the young lions crying 
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unto God for lack of meat;*' beholds, "pawing in 
the valley, the war-horse, whose neck is clothed with 
thunder, the glory of whose nostrils is terrible ; who 
swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage, 
neither believeth he that it is the sound of the 
trumpet;" and displays in all that is great and 
glorious, dreadful and sublime, the majesty of *'Him 
who is excellent in counsel, wonderful in working, 
and whose ways are past finding out.*' The descrip- 
tion of the war-horse is cited by Burke, in his ad- 
mirable treatise on " The Sublime and Beautiful," as 
a perfect specimen of true* poetic sublimity. There is 
in Hebrew poetry a beauty of style, a vigour and 
originality of thought and metaphor that are un- 
paralleled in literature. We pretend to possess but 
little of the poet's eye and the poet's heart ; the true 
poetic /r^ is a spark that is kindled •only at "the 
living lamp of Nature," and it glows with fervour on 
the altar of but a few favoured souls ; still we cannot 
help loving and admiring the Divine poetry and 
poetic associations of this grand old book. Now, its 
strains of poetry are awfully majestic as the mountain 
torrent when it rushes on its furious way, swollen into 
impetuous grandeur by the bursting of the dread 
thunder cloud, and again they flow in quiet loveli- 
ness, like the gently murmuring stream gliding 
sweetly through the green-lined valley, to refresh 
and beautify the landscape. " Now, they are awful 
and sublime as the stormy Galilee, when the tempest 

R 
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beat on the terrified disciples; and anon, they are tran- 
quil as that calm lake when the Savionr's feet have 
pressed upon its waters and stilled them into peace." 
One of the sections of this book is made up of spiri- 
tual songs and sacred odes. As the royal poet touched 
his trembling harp, ''those strains that once did 
sweet in Zion glide " flowed forth from his heart 
and lips in accents of praise, and in all the tender 
pathos and sublimity of Hebrew poetry. With these 
songs the poetry of uninspired men bear no com- 
parison. They are perennial springs and living 
fountains from which the most ardent lover of true 
poetry may draw perpetual delights. They sparkle 
bright and pure as crystal, and yield refreshing 
draughts of spiritual consolation and joy to the 
parched and thirsty soul ; they revive and cheer the 
drooping spirit ; they are as the oil of gladness to the 
sorrowful, and the Balm of Gilead to the wounded 
heart. Both in their poetic and spiritual wealth 
they completely eclipse the starry productions of the 
world's great orbs of song, who possessed not the 
Divine Spirit to suggest images, dictate thoughts, and 
guide the flowing pen. Lord Byron, who was no 
mean poetical critic, declared that iJie twenty-third of 
these sacred odes stands unrivalled for its natural 
beauty, sweetness, and simplicity* How dear has 
that sweet ode been, in all times, to the heart of 
happy childhood and of hoary age ! It has been a 
Divine light to cheer their souls in death, and guide 
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them safely through the dark valley to the paradise 
of God. "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not 
want," &c. 

We have many noble elegies commemorating de- 
parted genius and mental and moral worth. The 
finest, perhaps, in the English language is " Gray's 
Elegy in a Country Churchyard." It glows all over 
with the sweetest and most truthful poetry, which 
portrays the virtues of those humble heroes, "the 
rude forefathers of the hamlet," who, 

" Along the smooth sequestered vale of life 
Still kept the even tenor of their way " 

The tasteful and elegant illustration of their real, yet 
unknown, worth is well known, — 

" Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 

The dark unfathomed cayes of ocean bear ; 
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air/' 

But even this imperishable fay, which in itself is a 
crown of glory to its author, must yield the palm for 
depth of feeling, and melting tenderness, and eloquent 
expression of soul-devouring grief to that pathetic 
requiem sung by David over the untimely death of 
Saul and Jonathan. Listen, and you must feel that 
the man's soul is stirred to its deepest depths. " The 
beauty of Israel is fallen upon thy high places : how 
are the mighty fallen ! Tell it not in Gath, publish 
it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughetrs of the 

b2 
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uncircumcised triumph. Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon 
you, nor fields of offerings ; for there the shield of 
the mighty is vilely cast away ; the shield of Saul as 
though he had not been annointed with oil. From 
the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the 
bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul 
returned not empty. Saul and Jonathan were lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they 
were not divided ; they were swifter than eagles, they 
were stronger than lions. Ye daughters of Israel, 
weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other 
delights ; who put on ornaments of gold upon your 
apparel. How are the mighty fallen in the midst 
of the battle ! Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine 
high places ! I am distressed for thee, my brother 
Jonathan : very pleasant hast thou been unto me : thy 
love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women! 
How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 
perished !" In answer to these outbursts of soul- 
anguish, we must drop a kindred tear over the poet's 
melancholy theme, while we admire the exquisite 
poetry that pervades the entire composition. As- 
suredly this book has charms of the highest order for 
every thoughtful mind. 

The evangelical and "rapt Isaiah" claims our 
attention as a witness to the same truth. As his far- 
reaching, futurity-piercing eye perceives the dawn of 
the Christian dispensation chasing away the darkness 
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in which the nations grope their way after an unlmown 
God and towards a dark eternity, his numbers roll on 
in solemn harmony; and a feeling of intense sym- 
pathy fills our breast as we listen to his vivid and 
thrilling portraiture of the sorrows, sufferings, and 
death of '* The Man of Woe/* Again, his eye looks 
farther still into the fast-coming future, till it beholds 
the glorious consummation of Emmanuel's work — a 
world freed from the thraldom of Satan and purified 
from sin ; then he strikes his sacred lyre to a more 
lofty and soul-cheering strain, and, following in his 
track of light, our hearts are filled with rapture as he 
describes in glowing colours the blessed, universal 
reign of millennial glory, when "the lion shall lie 
down with the lamb, and the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall rejoice and blossom as the rose." 
His poetry '* is a thing of beauty,'' whose loveliness in- 
creases the more it is contemplated by the intelligent 
mind. It can never fail to be a source of purest 
delight while the Bible lamp continues to shine, or a 
spark of pure spirit bums in the bosom of humanity. 
" The weeping prophet," Jeremiah, supplies us 
with numerous gems of true poetry. As he laments 
in sad desolation of soul the prostration of his be- 
loved Zion, who has not felt his heart vibrate with 
sympathetic grief when the plaintive cry bursts from 
the heart and lips of that noble patriotic man, " Oh, 
that my head were waters and mine eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
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slain of the daughter of my people?" Who can 
witness, withont mingled emotions of admiration and 
sorrow, his deep solicitude for the spiritual weal of 
his kinsmen according to the flesh, when he asks in 
view of their perishing condition, " Is there no balm 
in Gilead ? is there no physician there ? why, then, is 
not the health of thedaughterof mypeople recovered?'* 

In this book are treasured many rare poetic beau- 
ties, which fell from the lips of Him who spake as 
never man spake ; such as, " Behold the lilies of the 
field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they 
spin; and yet I say unto you that even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these." 
His parables and allegories are wonderful for beauty, 
simplicity, and instructive power; they are charged 
with Divine wisdom, their meaning is unmistakeable, 
and the impression which they leave on the thoughtful 
mind is salutary and indelible. 

Where, but in this book, can you find such imagery 
as this, " a land shadowing with wings," " a star 
coming out of Jacob, and a sceptre arising out of 
Israel," " the Lamb of God," and " the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah?" Or where such description as the 
following ? " And I saw the New Jerusalem coming 
down from God out of heaven," " a rainbow round 
about the throne," ''a sea of glass," "a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet." 
"And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he 
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that 
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fly in the midst of heaven, come and gather your- 
selves together unto the supper of the great God." 
**And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together." 

Such strokes of poetic power carry off the mind 
with magical fascination. We are lost in wonder and 
admiration as we view the fields of thought- which 
they open up, yet the light which they emit so beau- 
tifies our pathway, that we linger and gaze on the 
scenes that stretch before us, as on a region of glory 
in which we could desire to dwell for ever. We feel 
that their beauty and their power are unique, purely 
and wholly Divine. On account of aU these literary 
excellencies it has the highest claims on your careful 
study ; therefore, we say with Paul, " Give attend- 
ance to the earnest and constant reading of this 
sacred book." 

This book has special claims on your earnest study, 
because the relation you sustain to it in time, the way 
you treat it, will determine your character and destiny 
throughout eternity. It reveals to you, not only the 
certainty of a future state, but the fact of a blessed 
immortality, and the conditions on which that happy 
destiny may be yours. 

All religions, whether true or false, have held out 
to their followers bright promises of a happier state 
of being in the future, where for present sorrows they 
may have joys, where for misery they may have bliss, 
by complying with certain conditions which these 
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religions prescribe. Thus Mohammedanism points 
its votaries to a grossly material and sensual heaven 
as the reward of the faithful. Thus have heathen 
poets sung of the joys of their fabled Elysium, with 
its amaranthine bowers and ambrosial food, its elixir 
of life and nectar of the gods. But this book points 
the Christian soul to a heaven of perfect moral purity, 
a state of active, intellectual, and spiritual life, of 
true greatness and nobility of soul, of supernal glory 
and refined delights. It reveals " an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for those who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time." It exhibits to the eye 
of faith crowns of life for aU who are faithful unto 
death. It speaks of mansions prepared in the skies, 
and portrays the immortal blessedness of those who 
inhabit them, "who have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. They 
stand before the throne of God and serve Him day 
and night in His temple ; and He that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger 
no more ; neither thirst any more ; neither shall the 
sun light on them ; nor any heat ; for the Lamb that 
is in the midst of the throne shaU feed them, and 
shall lead them to living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

The way in which these heavenly realities may be 
enjoyed is clearly laid down in this book. Hear its 
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own words on this vital point. ** And many other 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples 
which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that, believing, ye might have 
life through His Name." Condensed and gracious 
are these words ! They explain the design of God's 
revelation to man so clearly and concisely that they 
might be truly termed ** The illuminated title-page of 
the holy book.'* They shut you up for salvation from 
sin, and death, and hell, to the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
the only hope of your perishing soul. He has come, 
that, dead in trespasses and sins as you are, you 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. Do 
you ask, how may that blessed life become mine? 
Listen, and Christ Himself will tell you, " He that 
heUeveth on the S(3n of God hath everlasting life." 

Do you want to know the consequences of not 
believing in this Saviour, who gave Himself a sac- 
rifice unto death for your sins ? Hearken and He 
will tell you Himself; **He that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life ; b\it the wrath of God abideth 
on him." 

Of this book John Locke said, truly, ^* Herein are 
contained the tvords of eternal life. It has God for its 
Author^ salvation for its end, and truth without any 
mixture of error for its matter.^' 

Concerning this book, a greater than John Locke, 
Jesus Christ Himself, says, to youy " Search the 
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Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of Me.'* " Christ 
and Him crucified " is the central theme of the holy 
book, and the way in which you treat the Divine 
volume and the Divine Saviour, whom it reveals to 
you, must determine your destiny through the eternal 



Once more, remember, its Author is the living 
God :— 

" The subject, God and man, salvation, life 
And death— eternal life, eternal death — 
Dread words 1 whose meaning has no end, no bounds I 
Most wondrous Book 1 bright candle of the Lord I 
Star of eternity 1 The only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely ; only star which rose on Time, 
And, on its dark and troubled billows, ^till. 
As generation, drifting swiftly by, 
Succeeded generation, threw a ray 
Of heaven's own light, and to the hills of Grod, 
The eternal hills, pointed the sinner's eye. 



This book, this holy book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity. 
On every leaf bedewed with drops of love 
Divine, and with the eternal heraldry 
And signature of God Almighty stamped 
From first to last — this ray of sacred light, 
This lamp, from off the everlasting throne, 
Mercy took down, and in the night of Time 
Stood, casting on the dark her gracious bow ; 
And evermore beseeching men, with tears 
And earnest sighs, to read, believe, and live. 
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And manj to her yoice gave ear, and read, 
Belieyed, obeyed : and now, as the Amen, 
Tme Faithful Witness swore, with snowj robes, 
And branchy pahns surround the fount of life. 
And drink the streams of immortality, 
For ever happy and for ever young." 

May you all so read, believe, and obey, that you 
may share with them the blessed destiny of the just 
through Christ made perfect in the heavens. 



THE END. 
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